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PREFACE

His little book is, as will be gathered from the title,
Tan attempt to bring into something of narrative form,
associated with the personality of some one notable indi-
vidual, or family, in each case, an outline of the development
and progress of the art and science of cartography during
the long period which precedes the modern systematic
surveys organized by the Governments of the countries of
Europe and the American Continent.

The study is not a complete and exhaustive one, inas-
much as it does not deal with the immense cartographical
output of the Dutch and Flemish School of map-makers of
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, nor with the maps
produced in the former century in Italy, and at most it only
claims to be a sketch.

But, with these recognized omissions, there remains a
sufficient historical sequence and continuity to justify my
title and the ideas it represents.

I have first dealt with the remarkable work of survey carried
out in the reign of Queen Elizabeth by Christopher Saxton
and with its development, and with its influence on carto-
graphy in the British Isles through at least a century. This
work may well be regarded as laying the foundation of the
conception of modern cartography.

In the next century I have selected the famous French
cartographer Nicolas Sanson, whose maps, as a whole,
present a typical example of definite progress in the science
to which he devoted his life, and whose work was further
developed by his sons and successors; his influence in
French and World cartography extending until nearly the
middle of the eighteenth century.
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viii PREFACE

The foundation of exact and scientific survey at the hands
of successive members of the Cassini family and their
associates may be said to fill the eighteenth century with the
triangulation and mapping of France, leading up to the
elaborate mapping of the roads of France, and finally to
our own Ordnance Survey and to the remarkable ‘“ Regional
Survey” and map of the Austrian Provinces of the Low
Countries undertaken by the Comte de Ferraris.

Some reference to a typical English cartographer, John
Cary, who flourished in the latter part of the eighteenth and
the beginning of the nineteenth century, and to General
William Roy and the preliminary work from which sprang,
at the end of the former century, the British and Irish
Government surveys and mapping, brings me to the point
of time and of cartographical progress which I indicated
above as having been selected as the limit of this work.

It will be found, I hope, to contain a large amount of
historical information useful for obtaining an idea of the
magnitude and character of the long, continuous labour
necessary for the building up of cartography as a science of
world extension and fundamental to geography itself, and
leading to something of a distant personal acquaintance
with the men, their lives, and their devotion to the work they
have so happily advanced to a final success in the now
stereotyped form of survey and of map delineation.

A list of Works of Reference has been added, in order that
materials may be at the service of students, for following up,
without undue loss of time, the facts upon which the sketch
here offered is based. An Index is also supplied.

H.G.F.
ODSEY
October 1st 1928
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