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DEATH AND IMMORTALITY IN ANCIENT

PHILOSOPHY

Death and immortality played a central role in Greek and Roman
thought, from Homer and early Greek philosophy to Marcus
Aurelius. In this book A. G. Long explains the significance of death
and immortality in ancient ethics, particularly Plato’s dialogues,
Stoicism and Epicureanism; he also shows how philosophical cosmo-
logy and theology caused immortality to be reimagined. Ancient
arguments and theories are related both to the original literary and
theological contexts and to contemporary debates on the philosophy
of death. The book will be of major interest to scholars and students
working on Greek and Roman philosophy, and to those wishing to
explore ancient precursors of contemporary debates about death and
its outcomes.

a. g. long is Senior Lecturer in Classics at the University of St
Andrews. He has translated (with David Sedley) Plato’s Meno and
Phaedo (Cambridge, 2010) and is the author of Conversation and Self-
Sufficiency in Plato (2013) as well as the editor of Plato and the Stoics
(Cambridge, 2013).
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Catherine Osborne
Reader in Philosophy, University of East Anglia

G. R. F. Ferrari
Professor of Classics, University of California, Berkeley

Each book in this series offers a concise and accessible treatment by a single author
of a topic of major philosophical importance in the ancient Greek and Roman
world. The emphasis is on a discussion of those debates of real philosophical
interest, placed within their historical context. Future volumes will consider topics
such as love and friendship, theology, space, legislation and the concept of nature.
The books are designed for use in a teaching context, where they will bridge a gap
between general introductions to individual philosophers or periods and specialist
monographs. They will also appeal to anyone interested in the enduring influence
and significance of ancient philosophy.
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