Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-44060-9 - The Epistle of St James and Judaic Christianity
Gerald H. Rendall

Excerpt

More information

INTRODUCTORY

By the end of last century Textual Criticism of the Greek Testa-
ment had virtually completed its task: refinements and intricacies
remained as the hunting-ground of specialists, but the foundations
of a trustworthy text were securely laid, and interest passed
decisively into the wider and more complex problems of the
Higher Criticism, whose task it is to co-ordinate the various
data—documentary, historical and religious—into an organic
whole. The collection and sorting of materials may now be
regarded as complete; it is little likely that much, if anything, of
crucial importance will be added to the existing finds: they have
been scrutinised and analysed, and subjected to the many-sided
tests of the philologist, the exegete, the theologian and the
historian. And the results at first blush look more like a chaos of
conflicting and irreconcileable hypotheses than a body of ascer-
tained and reasoned truth. But the Higher Criticism is not
destined to end in self-confusion: each specialist has had his say,
often approaching his subject with one-sided prepossessions, or’
in the interests of foregone conclusions: but the problems sub-
mitted are not insoluble, and sooner or later the exaggerations or
vagaries of specialists are brought to book, and reduced to pro-
portion and to unity.

The Higher Criticism of the Homeric Poems may serve as an
example and encouragement ; for a full century from the publica-
tion of Wolf’s Prolegomena in 1795, the whole trend of criticism
seemed destructive. Ballad and Lay and Saga theories of com-
position, Sun Myth and Nature Myth, all had their day: the
separatist and the disintegrator careered at large. Not only literary
unity, but the very possibility of literary transmission was scorn-
fully denied. Historic truth or validity was a mere backwater of
the pedant and the die-hard: scarped Ilium or Mycenz rich-in-
gold, long-haired Achzans or horse-taming Trojans, were but
figments of late poetic fancy. But to-day, as the final outcome
of piecemeal analysis and microscopic erudition, the successive
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2 INTRODUCTORY

phases of Agean and Minoan civilisation, the place of Mycenzan
culture, and of Achzan dominance in their development,
the raison d’étre of the leaguer of Ilium, the relation of the
Homeric poems to these episodes in Egean history, have gained
their accepted place in the scheme of Mediterranean development,
and become in turn trustworthy criteria for further determina-
tions and research. In the field of New Testament study,
one cannot indeed hope for revelations as dramatic and decisive
as those which at Hissarlik, Mycenz and Knossos the spade
and the archzologist have contributed to Agean history, but
bit by bit exploration and topography, the papyri and epi-
graphy, are directing new rays of light upon the doings and the
ways of thought in the Church of the first days: from time to time
some document of first-rate importance is brought to light; and
the more intensive sifting of known sources proves by no means
barren of results. As an illustration in our chosen field, among
English writers, the contributions of Charles, Fairweather,
Thackeray, Lightley and others, and not less the searchlights
turned upon the Synoptic records by Jewish experts and Hebraists
such as Montefiore, Friedlinder, Abrahams and Klausner, are
invaluable for correct orientation of the Epistle of James, for
appreciation of the lie of parties and principles, the atmo-
sphere and the conditions under which the Epistle came into
being.

Confusion still abounds. Just as in departments of theology,
whole schemes of doctrine and discipline have been erected upon
single texts or phrases torn from their literary context or their
historic milieu, so too in Higher Criticism detached and isolated
phrases, chance correspondences or even innocent omissions have
been made the basis for specious but flimsy generalisations—
scenic but unsubstantial—which cannot bear the impact of fuller
data and more organic research. Meanwhile they cumber the
ground and discredit the implements employed in their produc-
tion. But over against them the sum of constructive results
accumulates: Tekel has been written on not a few pretentious
fabrics; hypotheses that once seemed plausible are passing to the
limbo of the obsolete. ‘ Truth lies in the accord of all the con-
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INTRODUCTORY 3

stituent factors.”l Not only in respect of the Pauline Epistles, but
likewise of the Synoptists, and even of Johannine literature, the
margins of variation are steadily decreasing, both in time and
place. The products of Judaic Christianity stand in somewhat
different case: the total output is small, the secular contacts much
more restricted, and the documentary data for comparison scanty.
A characteristic of Jewish thought—as evinced in the whole mass
of Rabbinic literature—is a pervading stationariness and con-
centration of interest, that seems impervious to lapse of time, to
change of surrounding and to the passage of events. Such factors
militate against precise determinations of date or provenance.
Yet the materials in my belief suffice to prove that the Epistle
of James belongs to the middle of the first century?, and the
object of the present study is to gain a clear idea of its own values,
and its relation to other books, canonical and extra-canonical.
For just appraisement of Western, or of Alexandrine Chris-
tianity, right understanding of Judaic—its aims and its destinies—
is essential. As in a puzzle, each piece fitted into its place assists
the setting of the companion pieces and the effect of the ensemble.
I have not aimed at detailed, still less complete, exegesis of the
Epistle in all its parts. That ground has been covered by Mayor,
by Spitta, by Zahn, by Hort, and by other exegetes among
whom English commentators hold so commanding a place. Nor
have I attempted any complete investigation of doctrine. Rather,
my aim has been to concentrate on all points that bear on author-
ship and provenance and date, and to gather up the synthesis
that results from the combined labours of students, with whose
learning, range and industry my own cannot compare. I have not
loaded my pages with references, but anyone who knows the
ground will recognise that I have studied carefully the work of
previous expositors. Full bibliographies will be found in Mayor
Ep. St James and in Moffatt Introduction to Lit. N. T. Among
later English expositions I may add R. St J. Parry Discussion of
Gen. Ep. of St James (1903), Boyd Carpenter Wisdom of James
the Fust (1903), W. Patrick James the Lord’s Brother (19o6),

1 73 d\nfei mdvra ovvade Ta Ymdpyovra Arist. Nic. Eth. i. 8.
2 Cf. Knox St Paul and the Church of Jerusalem p. 21.
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4 INTRODUCTORY

Hort Ep. St fames (1909), H. Maynard Smith Ep. St James (1914),
Ropes in Internat. Crit. Comm. (1916), among whom in linguistic
exegesis Hort stands supreme. For the better understanding of
Judaic Christianity, Montefiore in Synoptic Gospels, Bible for
Home Reading, Old Test. and After, Abrahams in Studies of
Pharisaism 1 and 11 and smaller works, Klausner Jesus of Nazareth,
supply invaluable helps, and on the historical side the recent
volumes of Lightley on Fewish Sects and Parties in the Time of
Christ, W. L. Knox St Paul and the Church of Yerusalem, abound
in interest.

The Epistle does not occupy much space; and for convenience
of reference I havereprinted, with the permission of the publishers,
Messrs Macmillan and Co. Ltd, the Greek text as edited by
Westcott and Hort!. The uncials are a useful index to O.T.
references, though they by no means exhaust that field of observa-
tion. But throughout I have borne in mind the English reader,
and except in Chap. 1v, devoted to diction and vocabulary, Chap.
vii Appendix, and Chap. 1x, which deals with parallel books, have
so far as possible restricted Greek to brackets, Notes, or Appen-
dices.

1 At the end of v. 6 I omit the interrogation, which Ropes stands
almost alone in approving. Reasons are given on p. 94.
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