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The same inventions which make vast political unions
possible, tend to make states which are on the old scale of
magnitude, unsafe, insignificant, second rate.

SEELEY, Ezpansion of England, 88.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107433199
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-43319-9 - The Rise and Decline of the Free Trade Movement:

Second Edition
W. Cunningham

Frontmatter

More information

PREFACE.

HIS volume consists of the substance of a course
which I gave in the Michaelmas Term of 1903 ; it
was planned with the view of presenting to members
of the University a dispassionate survey of the main
issues involved in the present fiscal controversy.
The lectures have been written out from notes which
were taken at the time by my daughter, who has
also helped me in supplying additional illustrations.
Complaint was made by some of my audience
that they could not tell which side I took. I fear
I do not know for certain what my views might have
been in 1783, or 1823 or 1846 ; I have never specu-
lated about pre-natal political affinities. As to the
impending issue, the case is different. It hardly
seems possible that any one, who has been influenced
by the political ideas of Sir John Seeley and is true
to the economic teaching of Adam Smith, should
hesitate. I hope to march with the men who have
wisdom to reconsider a decision, honesty to acknow-
ledge a blunder, and courage to try to retrieve it.
The demand for a second edition has given me
the opportunity of making a few trifling emendations.
I have also added to the volume two lectures which
have been already published in pamphlet form. Zhe
Real Richard Cobden was written out from my notes,

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107433199
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-43319-9 - The Rise and Decline of the Free Trade Movement:
Second Edition

W. Cunningham

Frontmatter

More information

vili PREFACE

and the newspaper reports, of an address I gave on
June 3rd, 1904—the centenary of Cobden’s birth—at
a meeting of the Compatriots Club in Cambridge.
Back to Adam Smith is a paper which 1 read at
Edinburgh on December 15th, 1903, before the
Scottish Society of Economists.

Ww. C.
TriNi*Y COLLEGE,
CAMBRIDGE,
February 1905.
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