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How did a small market town on the edge of the Fens become famous throughout the world?  

And how do Cambridge’s two communities – ‘town’ and ‘gown’ – get along? This engaging 

history explains how Cambridge has developed from its prehistoric roots to become a thriving 

modern city and a world centre for science, technology and artificial intelligence.

Many local residents seldom stray into the University quarter, whilst students often do not 

explore beyond Mill Road. This accessible and attractively illustrated history gives equal promi-

nence to both communities, demonstrating that the story of the town is just as rich as that of the 

University. Stephanie Boyd brings to life both the institutions and the individuals associated with 

this celebrated seat of learning, looking at the colleges, laboratories and (increasingly) companies 

that have grown up in Cambridge, as well as the many colourful individuals particularly associ-

ated with the city. The Story of Cambridge is an essential guide for anyone who wants to make 

sense of the University that dominates the city centre, and how it fits with Cambridge’s broader 

identity as a riverside port, market town and modern city.

Stephanie Boyd studied history at the University of Oxford, then returned to her home town of 

Cambridge, where she worked in education and publishing. She has worked as a teacher and is 

an experienced learning officer in museum, outdoor and classroom education. She has a strong 

local connection with the town. Her great-great-great-great-grandfather was working at the corn 

mills near Silver Street as the town bells rang out for the death of Admiral Lord Horatio Nelson 

after the Battle of Trafalgar in 1805.
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For Alex and Helena

In loving memory of Pip O’Neill, an inspiring friend and historian  

who loved her home town of Cambridge
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Image on title page: A punt glides under Clare College Bridge, the oldest bridge on the Cam.  
It was completed in 1640, and is the only bridge still standing that survived the English 
Civil War.
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