
Tested by Zion

The Bush Administration and the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict

This book tells the full inside story of the George W. Bush adminis-
tration and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Written by a top National
Security Council officer who worked at the White House with Bush,
Dick Cheney, and Condoleezza Rice and attended dozens of meetings
with figures like Ariel Sharon, Hosni Mubarak, the kings of Jordan
and Saudi Arabia, and Palestinian leaders, it brings the reader inside
the White House and the palaces of Middle Eastern officials. How did
9/11 change American policy toward Yasser Arafat and Sharon’s tough
efforts against the Second Intifada? What influence did the Saudis have
on President Bush? Did the American approach change when Arafat
died? How did Sharon decide to get out of Gaza, and why did the
peace negotiations fail? In the first book by an administration official
to focus on Bush and the Middle East, Elliott Abrams brings the story
of Bush, the Israelis, and the Palestinians to life.

Elliott Abrams was educated at Harvard College, Harvard Law School,
and the London School of Economics. After working on the staffs of
the late Senators Henry M. Jackson and Daniel P. Moynihan, he served
all eight years of the Reagan administration as an assistant secretary
of state and received the Secretary’s Distinguished Service Award from
Secretary of State George P. Shultz. Abrams is former president of the
Ethics and Public Policy Center in Washington, DC. He was a mem-
ber and later chairman of the United States Commission on Interna-
tional Religious Freedom from 1999 to 2001, and he was reappointed
to membership in 2012. He is currently a member of the U.S. Holo-
caust Memorial Council, which directs the activities of the U.S. Holo-
caust Memorial Museum. Abrams is the author or editor of six books.
He served at the White House as a deputy assistant to the president
and deputy national security advisor in the administration of President
George W. Bush, where he supervised U.S. policy in the Middle East.
Abrams is now a Senior Fellow for Middle Eastern studies at the Coun-
cil on Foreign Relations and teaches about U.S. policy in the Middle
East at Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service.
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“Elliott Abrams has written an excellent book on a hitherto neglected aspect of
Bush administration foreign policy. Meticulous and yet gripping, Tested by Zion
weighs the opportunities for diplomacy against its limitations more convincingly
than any other account I’ve seen of the recent Israeli-Palestinian relationship. Highly
recommended.”

– John Lewis Gaddis, Yale University

“The book is not only a fascinating yarn for those of us who report on or follow
closely the Middle East but also a tour de force of diplomatic history which captures
an era and set of characters like few books have done.”

– Jennifer Rubin, The Washington Post

“Israelis, Americans, and others who read Tested by Zion will gain important
insights not only into the history and nature of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict but
also the inner workings of American foreign policy.”

– Itamar Rabinovich, Jewish Review of Books

“ . . . [Tested by Zion] represents the single most cogent statement of the neocon-
servative analysis of the Arab-Israeli conflict.”

– Michael Doran, The Weekly Standard

“ . . . Tested by Zion will be catnip for anyone interested in diplomatic history or
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Abrams’s account of the difficult choices faced by
the administration – and the policy decisions it made – will fuel endless debate for
generations of students studying international affairs.”

– Glenn Kessler, Washington Post

“From his experience as a senior adviser on the U.S. National Security Council,
Abrams provides an intelligent and astonishingly detailed chronicle of the George
W. Bush administration’s failed attempts at solving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.”

– John Waterbury, Foreign Affairs

“ . . . Abrams’ work constitutes a very important addition to the library of books
by American officials on Washington’s role in Middle East peacemaking.”

– Oded Eran, The Israel Journal of Foreign Affairs

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-42803-4 - Tested by Zion: The Bush Administration and the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict
Elliott Abrams
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107428034
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


A Council on Foreign Relations Book

The Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) is an independent, nonpartisan mem-
bership organization, think tank, and publisher dedicated to being a resource
for its members, government officials, business executives, journalists, educa-
tors and students, civic and religious leaders, and other interested citizens in
order to help them better understand the world and the foreign policy choices
facing the United States and other countries. Founded in 1921, CFR carries
out its mission by maintaining a diverse membership, with special programs
to promote interest and develop expertise in the next generation of foreign
policy leaders; convening meetings at its headquarters in New York and in
Washington, DC, and other cities where senior government officials, members
of Congress, global leaders, and prominent thinkers come together with CFR
members to discuss and debate major international issues; supporting a Studies
Program that fosters independent research, enabling CFR scholars to produce
articles, reports, and books and hold roundtables that analyze foreign policy
issues and make concrete policy recommendations; publishing Foreign Affairs,
the preeminent journal on international affairs and U.S. foreign policy; spon-
soring Independent Task Forces that produce reports with both findings and
policy prescriptions on the most important foreign policy topics; and providing
up-to-date information and analysis about world events and American foreign
policy on its website, www.cfr.org.
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Tested by Zion

The Bush Administration and the Israeli-Palestinian
Conflict
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32 Avenue of the Americas, New York, ny 10013-2473, usa

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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“If liberty can blossom in the rocky soil of the West Bank and Gaza,
it will inspire millions of men and women around the globe who are
equally weary of poverty and oppression, equally entitled to the benefits
of democratic government.”

George W. Bush, Speech in the Rose Garden, the White House,
June 24, 2002

“Israel’s population may be just over 7 million. But when you confront
terror and evil, you are 307 million strong, because America stands with
you.”

George W. Bush, Speech to the Knesset, Jerusalem, May 15, 2008
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For Rachel, of course
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