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Abdulhamid II, Ottoman sultan, 77, 91,
121, 135

Achilleion (palace), Corfu, 182

‘Admiral of the Atlantic’: Wilhelms adopts
title, 84

Achrenthal, Alois, Freiherr Lexa von, 121

Africa: Wilhelm’s colonial ambitions in, 78,
127, 168, 170

Agadir crisis (1911), 127-8

Albert, King of the Belgians, 146

Albert, Prince Consort of Queen Victoria, 60

Aldenburg-Bentinck, Count Godard van,
181

Alexander, Prince of Hohenlohe-
Schillingsfiirst, 20

Alexander III, Tsar of Russia: Wilhelm visits

(1884 and 1886), 30

Alexander Regiment, 6o

Alexandra, Tsarina of Russia (Alicky of
Hesse), 83

Algeciras conference (on Morocco, 1906), 91,

Alice, Princess of Hesse-Darmstadt, 25

Alsace-Lorraine, 88

Amerongen, Kastell, 181

Andrissy, Count Gyula, 169

Anna, Landgravine of Hesse: Wilhelm
expels, 6o

Anti-Revolutionary Bill (1894), 60

anti-Semitism: Wilhelm’s, xv, xxii, 115,
189, 192; Waldersee’s, 28, 48; Hitler’s,
190

Anti-Socialist Bill (1890), so-1

Asquith, Herbert Henry: and Battenberg’s
conversation with Wilhelm, 126

August Wilhelm, Prince of Prussia, joins
Nazi Party, 188

Auguste Viktoria, German empress (‘Dona’):
marriage to Wilhelm, 25; marriage
relations, 28, 107; telegraph from
Wilhelm proposing summer holiday
(1914), 155; supports Wilhelm in
readiness for war, 159; exile in
Netherlands, 181; death, 183

Austria-Hungary: and origins of First World
War, xiv; Germany orders to attack
Serbia, xv; German alliance with, s1;
Bismarck’s war with (1866), 73; supports
Germany at Algeciras conference, 92;
annexes Bosnia—Henegovina, 121;
prospective war with Serbia, 122, 138,
141-2, 152—3; Wilhelm pledges support
for, 1224, 136—7, 140; Wilhelm urges to
attack Serbia, 124; in First Balkan War,
135; Wilhelm advocates making alliance
with Turco-Bulgaria, 136; sees Serbia as
threat, 136; dispute with Serbia over
Scutari, 143; ultimatum to Serbia
(October 1913), 145; ultimatum to Serbia
(July 1914), 154; Wilhelm proposes ‘halt
in Belgrade’ policy to, 157; and war with
Russia, 160

Bad Kreuznach, 169

Bad Reichenhall, 8

Baghdad Railway, 78

Balholm (Norway), 154

Balkan Wars (1912-13), xxi, 123, 135, 144

Balkans: Austrian claims in, 121

Ballin, Albert, 132, 141

Battenberg, Admiral Prince Louis of, 89, 126,
139

Bavaria, 149

Bebel, August, 6o
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Beit, Sir Alfred, 90

Belgium: Hitler conquers, xvi; Wilhelm
demands support in event of war, 87;
Wilhelm proposes invading, 87;
proposed conquest, 142; German threat
to, 147; German attack halted, 162; and
German war aims, xxi, 168, 170

Belgrade: policy to halt in, 157, 159; Wilhelm
proposes Austria occupy, 157

Benedetti, Vincent, Count, 96

Bérard, Elisabeth (Countess Wedel), 27

Berchtold, Count Leopold, 1456, 163

Berckheim, Count Sigismund von, 150

Berg, Friedrich Wilhelm von, 176, 184

Bernstein, Max, 109

Bernstorff, Johann-Heinrich, Count von,
175

Bethmann Hollweg, Theobald von: on
Reichstag’s attack on Wilhelm’s
personal rule, 110; succeeds Biilow as
Chancellor, 117-18; and German
willingness to go to war, 124; seeks
agreement with Britain, 129; resists
Wilhelm’s naval expansion policy, 129;
proposes agreement with Britain, 132;
Wilhelm distrusts, 133, 141; offers
resignation (1912), 134; requests war
readiness of Wilhelm, 136; shooting
with Franz Ferdinand, 138; speech on
prospective war, 140; attempts to
dissuade Austria from attacking Serbia,
142; on incorporation of Serbia, 146;
powerless to prevent war, 148; seeks to
ascertain Britain’s intentions in event of
war, 149; decides on war with France
and Russia, 149; encourages Wilhelm’s
1914 Scandinavian cruise, 153; despair at
Wilhelm’s intentions, 155; and
disposition of Royal Navy, 155; aims to
put Russia in wrong, 156, 158—9; and
Britain’s intentions in event of war, 156;
and ‘halt in Belgrade’ proposal, 157;
welcomes popular enthusiasm for war,
160; and Wilhelm’s authority, 163; war
aims, 168; opposes unrestricted U-boat
warfare, 173; constitutional reform
proposals, 174; resignation and
succession, 175

Bienerth, Karl, Freiherr von, 137

Bigelow, Poultney, 186—7

Bismarck, Herbert, Count von: Wilhelm’s
conflicts with, 21; as head of

Auswirtiges Amt, 30; attempts to
influence Wilhelm, 45; Wilhelm
demands promotion of Eulenburg to
Munich, 46; resigns, 53; on Biilow’s
marriage, 65

Bismarck, Otto, Prince von: dismissed, xvi,
xvii, 43, 52, 54; Wilhelm’s conflicts with,
21, 43—5, 48—s1; and Wilhelm’s
correspondence with Alexander III, 30;
forms Prusso-German Reich, 33; and
Wilhelm’s bellicosity, 33; and succession
to throne, 34; favours personal
monarchy, 41; Waldersee conspires
against, 45; and Jews, 52; death, 52;
Reinsurance Treaty with Russia (1887),
53; authority, 56; and Wilhelm’s
marginal comments, 58; Biilow on, 6s;
wars, 73; Wilhelm belittles, 73; fear of
encirclement, 75; on unworthiness of
Orient, 76; and Ems Telegram (1870),
95; and monarch’s vulnerability to
criticism, 103; treated by Schweninger,
104

Bjorké (island): Wilhelm meets Nicholas 11
on, 84

Bjorks, Treaty of (1905), 85, 87, 94

Bleichréder, Gerson, 48, st

Boer War: Wilhelm sends plan of campaign
for Roberts, 112-13

Boers, 75

Bonn, University of, 24

Bosnia: annexed (1908-9), xxi, 121, 124, 128,

135

Boxer rebellion (China), 76

Bramann, Gustav, 35

Brand, Adolf, 108

Brest-Litovsk, Treaty of (1918), 170

Britain: reasons for fighting war, xv; Wilhelm
seeks to ascertain intentions in case of
war, xxii; as rival to Germany, 75; and
Boer War, 76; naval arms race with
Germany, 79, 96; German strategy
against, 79; alliances, 80, 83; Entente
Cordiale with France, 79, 87, 89; and
prospect of war with Germany, 87;
proposed expeditionary force in event of
war, 90; commitment to support
France, 90; Wilhelm’s policy towards,
94; Wilhelm plans to provoke into
attack on Germany, 95; Wilhelm claims
superior knowledge of, 95, 171; Wilhelm
expresses hatred of, 96—7;
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rapprochement with France, 98;
Wilhelm claims friendship towards, 112;
Wilhelm believes unready to intervene
in war, 124; Wilhelm hopes for
rapprochement with Germany, 125;
Wilhelm’s final visit, 126; and German
antagonism, 132; undeclared role in
prospective war, 134, 141, 143, 148—9,
156-8, 160, 162—3; distracted by Ulster
problem, 150; Wilhelm plans invasion
from Belgium, 169; policy of European
balance of power, 79, 128, 140-1, 144,
169—70, 192; and Wilhelm’s proposed
new world order, 170; and First World
War as struggle for existence, 171; defies
Germany (1940), 192

Bulgaria: alliance with Turkey, 135; Wilhelm
seeks alliance with, 154

Biilow, Bernhard, Prince von: material status
as Chancellor, 555 appointed head of
Foreign Office and Reich Chancellor,
63, 65; character and background, 6s;
homosexual tendencies, 65, 108;
relations with Philipp zu Eulenburg, 65,
67, 93, 104; ‘system’, 67, 103; relations
with Wilhelm, 68, 114; on Wilhelm’s
speech in Damascus, 77; offers
resignation (1906), 85; and Wilhelm’s
visit to Tangier, 89; and prospect of
major war, 90; subservience to
Wilhelm, 94; considers Wilhelm out of
right mind, 95; prevents publication of
Wilhelm’s interview with Hale, 97; and
attacks on Liebenberg circle, 108; and
constitutional crisis over Wilhelm’s
Daily Telegraph interview, 11113, 116;
and Wilhelm’s claims to support
Britain, 112; Wilhelm blames for
November crisis, 114; resigns (1909), 1163
approves Austria’s annexation of
Bosnia-Herzegovina, 121

Buridn, Count Stephan, 169

Capelle, Admiral Eduard von, 153, 156

Caprivi, General Georg Leo von: succeeds
Bismarck as Chancellor, 16, 52—4;
modest means, ss; retires as Prussian
minister-president, 58; Wilhelm
dismisses, 58; and Wilhelm’s hostility to
political parties, 59; Holstein supports,
63; Biilow on, 65

Cassel, Sir Ernest, 132

Catholic Centre Party: and Kulturkampf, 49,
s1; gains in 1890 election, so0; Lieber
leads, 59; Wilhelm criticises, 174;
heads coalition government (1921),

186

Cecil, Lamar, 152

Centre Party see Catholic Centre Party

Chamberlain, Neville, 190

Charlotte, Princess of Prussia (Wilhelm II’s
sister; ‘Ditta)): porphyria, 9; relations
with mother, 13; as patient of
Schweninger, 104; and Wilhelm’s sense
of infallibility, 113

China: German troops sent to, 69; Russian
interests in, 76; Wilhelm sees as ‘Yellow
peril’, 111

Chlodwig, Prince zu Hohenlohe-
Schillingsfiirst, 55; appointed Reich
Chancellor and Prussian minister-
president, 58, 65; and Wilhelm’s wish to
support Boers, 75; and Eulenburg’s
demand for blackmail refund, 104

Churchill, Winston S.: doubles Royal Navy’s
budget, 131; orders Royal Navy to
Scottish waters, 155

Clark, Christopher, 54, 75, 151; The
Sleepwalkers, 1512

Congo, 127, 170

Conrad von Hétzendorf, Franz, Freiherr von,
123, 137, 144

Continental League, 112-13

Copenhagen: German plan to besiege, 82

Corps Borussia fraternity, 25

Daily Dispatch (Manchester newspaper), 111

Daily Telegraph: Wilhelm’s interview in
(‘November storm’), 97, 11014, 116, 122

Dallwitz, Hans von, 175

Delcassé, Théophile, 91

Denmark: Hitler conquers, xvi; Bismarck’s
war with (1864), 73; fleet destroyed by
British (1807), 81; German plan to
invade, 82

Dommes, General Wilhelm von, 189—90

Donaueschingen, 109, 111, 114, 122, 135

Dénhoft, Countess Marie von: marriage to
Biilow, 65

Doorn, Huis (Netherlands), 1813, 187-8, 192

Dreadnought-class battleships, 129-30, 142

Dresky, Captain Gustav von, 8, 16

Drews, Bill, 176

Dunkirk evacuation (1940), 192
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‘Eastern Question’, 135

Edward VII, King of Great Britain: Wilhelm
insults to Alexander III, 30; Wilhelm
banishes from Vienna, 33; on Wilhelm’s
visit to Tangier, 89; and Wilhelm’s
argument with Hardinge over naval
arms race, 96; Wilhelm’s hostility to,
97, 99, 190; on German threat in
continental war, 98; death, 125;
funeral, 126; and Entente
Cordiale, 192

Egypt, 97

Einem, General Karl von, 90

Elisabeth, Princess of Hesse-Darmstadt
(Ella), 25

Ems Telegram (1870), 95

Entente Cordiale, 79, 82, 87, 89—90,
92

Ernst, Jakob, 106

Ernst August, Duke of Brunswick, 144

Erzberger, Matthias, 186

Eulenburg, August, Count von, 64, 117

Eulenburg, Count Botho von: appointed
Prussian minister-president and interior
minister, 58; Wilhelm dismisses, 58;
declines Chancellorship, 117

Eulenburg-Hertefeld, Philipp, Count zu: as
Wilhelm’s favourite, xxi, 28, 46, 64;
Wilhelm confesses character defects to,
19; and Wilhelm’s succeeding to throne,
20, 36; Wilhelm writes to on father’s
illness, 35; influence on Wilhelm, 43,
4850, 58, 63—4; Wilhelm meets, 45;
Wilhelm demands promotion to
Munich, 46; accompanies Wilhelm on
Scandinavian cruise, 48; and Caprivi’s
appointment as Chancellor, s53;
proposes appointment of Biilow, 63;
relations with Biilow, 63, 67; relations
with Holstein, 64; and Biilow system,
67; and Wilhelm’s aim for German
dominance, 74; arranges Biilow’s
appointment, 93; scandal and fall, 103,
109, 114; homosexuality, 104, 106; as
ambassador in Vienna, 104; resigns as
ambassador, 106; Holstein challenges to
duel, 106; Harden’s campaign against,
107

Europe: balance of power in, 79, 128, 140,
169—70; Wilhelm plans United
States of, 132, 192; under Nazi
domination, 192

Falkenhayn, General Erich von, 150, 153,
156—7, 159—60, 172—3

Feodora (Feo), Princess (Charlotte’s
daughter), 9

Fez, 127

Finance Reform Bill (1909), 116

First World War: origins, xiv; importance,
171

Fischer controversy, 142

Fisher, Admiral John Arbuthnot, Baron:
predicts decisive battle for 1914, 131

France: German threat to, xiv, 133; reasons for
fighting war, xv; Hitler conquers, xvi;
Waldersee calls for early strike against,
44; Bismarck’s war with (1870-1), 73;
Entente Cordiale with Britain, 79, 87;
Wilhelm’s contempt for ‘Gauls’, 86;
alliance with Russia, 88; Holstein on
prospective war with, 89; British
support for, 90; Wilhelm plans to
provoke into initiating war, 95; Britain
seeks rapprochement with, 98; Wilhelm
claims perfidy against Britain, 112; and
prospective Balkan war, 122; Wilhelm
and Moltke consider strategy towards,
123; occupies Fez, 127; and second
Moroccan crisis, 128; unpreparedness
for war, 138; and prospective German war
with Russia, 141, 149; proposed German
conquest of, 142; Moltke forecasts
imminent war with, 147; Germany
decides on war with, 149; Wilhelm
orders ultimatum to, 160; and German
war aims, 168, 170; falls (1940), 192

Franz Ferdinand, Archduke of Austria: social
circle, 109, 121; Wilhelm visits, 111, 138;
letter from Wilhelm pledging support
for Austria, 123; Wilhelm urges to
concede to Russia, 143; assassination,
149, 15T; memorial service, 151; funeral,
152; Wilhelm’s relations with, 163

Franz Joseph, Emperor of Austria-Hungary:
and Wilhelm’s hopes for autocratic rule,
49; Wilhelm promises support to, 122,
144; Wilhelm venerates, 1505 fails to
inform Wilhelm of annexation of
Bosnia-Herzegovina, 122; Serbs ordered
to accept rule, 145; telegram from
Wilhelm on impending war, 160

Freemasons: Wilhelm’s hostility to, 186, 192

French, General Sir John, 144

Freud, Sigmund, 10
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Friedrich, Duke of Schleswig-Holstein-
Sonderburg-Augustenburg, 25

Friedrich, Grand Duke of Baden, 48, 63

Friedrich II, King of Prussia (‘Frederick the
Great’), 45, 73, 86, 123

Friedrich III, German emperor and King of
Prussia (Wilhelm’s father; ‘Fritz’):
death, xv, 36; marriage, 3; accession, 10;
and Wilhelm’s upbringing, 14, 16, 18; on
Wilhelm’s marriage to Dona, 25; cancer
of larynx, 28, 34—6; Wilhelm usurps
role, 28; on Wilhelm’s egotism, 28; and
succession to throne, 35—-6

Friedrich Wilhelm I, King of Prussia (the
‘Sergeant King’), 48, 93

Friedrich Wilhelm IV, King of Prussia, 3

Friedrichshof Schloss, Kronberg, 96

Fromkin, David: Europe’s Last Summer, 152

Fﬁrstenberg, Max Egon II, Prince zu, 28, 109,
111, 114, 116, 121, 123, 136, 163

George 111, King of Great Britain, 9

George V, King of Great Britain: Wilhelm
woos, 126; and Britain’s intentions in
case of war, 139, 157-8, 162; attempts to
avert war, 159; and Wilhelm’s belief in
absolute monarchy, 167

George V1, King of Great Britain: offers
asylum to Wilhelm, 191

Gerard, James, 167

Gerhardt, Karl, 34

German army: presence at Wilhelm’s court,
ss; enlargement, 134

German navy: expansion, 33, 79, 132; Lee
threatens to sink, 90; Reichstag opposes
strengthening, 91; arms race with
Britain, 96; Wilhelm denies built
against Britain, 111—12; Novelle, 131;
revolution (November 1918), 176

German Navy Bill (1907), 11

German Republic: proclaimed (1918), 177

Germans: Wilhelm accuses of betrayal, 186

Germany: fear of encirclement, xiii, 75, 98;
aim for supremacy, xiv, 75; and origins
of First World War, xiv; as nation state,
xx; and personal rule, 41, 103; alliances,
51, 136, 141; territorial limits, 73;
Weltmachtpolitik, 78—9; outvoted at
Algeciras conference, 92; and
prospective Balkan war, 122; Wilhelm
hopes for rapprochement with Britain,
125; antagonism towards Britain, 132;

pledges support for Austria, 138; war
aims and proposed new world order,
168-9; victory over Russia, 170;
revolution (November 1918), 176, 186;
invades Netherlands (1940), 191

Golden International, 114

Goltz, Field Marshal Colmar, Freiherr von
der, 117

Goring, Hermann, 182, 188

Goring, Karin, 188

Goértz, Emil, Count von, 14, 109

Gottberg, Major-General Walter von, 19

Greece: Wilhelm seeks alliance with, 154

Grey, Sir Edward: and Battenberg’s
conversation with Wilhelm, 126; and
Prince Heinrich’s visit to England, 139;
on Serbian reply to Austrian ultimatum,
156; on Britain not remaining neutral,
158; supposed offer to remain neutral,
162; and George V’s declaration of
Britain’s intentions to intervene, 162;
and Chamberlain, 190

Groener, Wilhelm, 177

Habsburg monarchy, xiv

Haehner, Dr Alfred, 183

Hahnke, General Wilhelm von, 52

Haldane, Richard Burdon, Viscount:
negotiates with Tirpitz and Wilhelm,
1323, 141; on Britain’s intentions in case
of war, 140

Hale, William Bayard, 78, 96—7, 114

Hapag (shipping line), 132, 154

Hard Labour Bill (1898), 6o

Harden, Maximilian, 95, 104, 106-10, 114

Hardinge, Sir Charles, 96

Harnack, Adolf (von), 62

Hatzfeld-Wildenburg, Paul, Count von, 175

Heemstra, Baroness Lily van, 181, 183

Heeringen, Josias von, 128

Heinrich, Prince of Prussia (Wilhelm II’s
brother): birth, 13; childhood, 16;
education, 19; Queen Victoria snubs,
30; on Caprivi’s appointment as
Chancellor, 53; marriage, 83; visits
Britain to ascertain intentions, 139,
157-8; attempts to dissuade Austria
from attacking Serbia, 142; attends
Franz Ferdinand’s memorial service,
152; telegram from George V on ‘halt in
Belgrade’ policy, 159; eagerness for war
with France, 159
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Heinrich XXII, Prince of Reuss, 183

Heligoland: U-boat harbour, 142

Hepburn, Audrey, 183

Hermine, Princess von Schonaich-Carolath:
marriage to Wilhelm, 183; admires
Hitler, 188, 190

Hertling, Count Georg von, 175

Herzegovina: annexed (1908-9), 121

Herzl, Theodor, 77

Highcliffe Castle, Hampshire, 11

Hill, David J., 125

Hindenburg, General Paul von
Beneckendorff und von: leadership, 43,
174, 176; as supreme army commander,
172-3; threatens resignation, 174; and
succession to Bethmann, 175

Hinzpeter, Georg Ernst: and Wilhelm’s
consciousness of damaged arm, 12; and
Wilhelm’s upbringing, 14, 16, 18-21, 24,
455 retires, 48; encourages Wilhelm, 49;
influences Wilhelm’s reforms,
59—60

Hitler, Adolf: foreshadowed by Kaiser, xv;
conquests, xvi; relations with Wilhelm,
xxii, 188, 190; discusses restoration of
Hohenzollerns, 188, 190; anti-Semitism,
190; Wilhelm congratulates on conquest
of France, 192; plans war of
extermination in east, 194

Hohenau, Wilhelm, Count von, 114

Hobhenzollern (imperial yacht), 94, 106, 117,
126, 128, IS1, 154, 156

Hohenzollern dynasty: personal rule, xxi, 41;
porphyria, 9; military feats, 21, 73; and
Wilhelm II’s accession, 43; downfall,
172, 177; inherits property after
Wilhelm’s abdication, 182;
unpopularity, 185; hopes for restoration,
188

Holstein, Friedrich von: on Wilhelm’s
attitude to mother, 30; influence on
Wilhelm, 48-9; and Wilhelm’s hostility
to political parties, 59; relations with
Eulenburg, 63; Biilow consults over
resignation, 8s; and Wilhelm’s visit to
Tangier, 89; antagonism towards
France, 90; plans for major war, 91; on
Eulenburg, 104; challenges Eulenburg
to duel, 106; letter from Harden on
Wilhelm’s Daily Telegraph interview,
110; Wilhelm blames for November
crisis, 114

Homolatsch, Anna, 27

homosexuality: Wilhelm’s rumoured, 28,
106; Eulenburg’s, 104, 106; and
Liebenberg circle, 107-8, 114

House, Colonel Edward, 167

Hoyos, Alexander, 122, 153

Hugenberg, Alfred, 188

Hiilsen-Haeseler, General Count Dietrich
von, 111, 114

Ibsen, Henrik, 43

Ilsemann, Sigurd von, 188

India: Wilhelm on Muslims in, 136

Ingenohl, Admiral Fredrich von, 154

Iréne, Princess of Hesse-Darmstadt (Prince
Heinrich’s wife), 83

Islam: Wilhelm courts, 77, 90, 121

Italy: German alliance with, s1, 138; attack on
Tripoli, 135; Wilhelm proposes Austria
persuade to enter war, 156

Jagow, Gottlieb von, 143, 149—50, 163

Jameson Raid (1896), 75

Japan: treaty of alliance with Britain, 79, 83;
war with Russia (1904-s5), 83, 86, 90, 94,
124; Wilhelm sees as ‘Yellow peril’, 111

Jerusalem, 76

Jesuits, 186

Jews: Waldersee’s hostility to, 28, 48, s1, 187;
Wilhelm’s antipathy to, 33, 114, 186, 189,
192; Bismarck and, 52; Hitler
denounces, 190

Kaiser Wilhelm Canal: widened, 129, 131, 142,

145

Kaiser Wilhelm Society (now Max Planck
Society), 62

Karpf, Admiral Johannes von, 152

Kartell coalition, 49—s0

Kassel, 18, 202, 24

Kayser, Dr Paul, 49-s0, 59, 75

Kiaochow, Bay of (China), 76

Kiderlen-Wichter, Alfred von: and
commitment to war, 124; and second
Moroccan crisis, 127-8; discourages war
with France, 128; resists Wilhelm’s naval
expansion policy, 129; and Wilhelm’s
neutral policy on Serbia, 136; urges war
readiness on Wilhelm, 136

Kiel, 155—6; revolution (1918), 176

Kiel Week (1914), 151

Klopp, Emilie, 27
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Kreuzzeitung faction, 44

Kruger, Paul, 75

Kruger Telegram (1896), xxi, 75-6, 113

Kruse, Lili von (Kuno von Moltke’s wife),
104

Kulturkampf, so-1

Langenbeck, Bernhard von, 4

Lascelles, Sir Frank, 95

Latin races: Wilhelm disparages, 74, 144

Lecomte, Raymond, 108

Lee, Sir Arthur, 90

left liberals: Wilhelm condemns, 33

Lenin, Vladimir I., 170

Leopold II, King of the Belgians, 87-8, 146

Lerchenfeld-Kéfering, Count Hugo von, 117,
141, 175

Leuckart von Weissdorf, General von, 151

Leuthen, battle of (1757), 192

Libau (Liepaja, Latvia), 154

Lichnowsky, Karl Max, Prince von:
appointed ambassador to London, 58;
on Britain’s intentions in case of war,
140, 149, 156; and Wilhelm’s pledge to
Austria, 142; telegrams on prospect of
British neutrality, 160, 162; emotional
reaction to war, 162; advice ignored,
163

Lichnowsky, Princess Mechtild, 162

‘Liebenberg round table’, 58, 65, 107; scandal,
103—4, 107, 109

Lieber, Ernst, 59

Liege, 162

Lloyd George, David: and slide into war, xiv;
warns of Britain supporting allies, 128

Loewenfeld, General Alfred von, 117

Louis XIV, King of France (the ‘Sun King)),
97

Lucanus, Hermann von: and Bismarck’s
dismissal, 52; in Civil Cabinet, 55

Lucke, Sergeant, 14

Ludendorff, General Erich, 48, 167, 172—7

Lusitania (liner), 173

Luxembourg: German attack halted and
resumed, 162

Lyncker, General Moriz, Freiherr von, 150,
153, 167, 172, 175

Mackensen, Field Marshal August von, 186
Mahomedans, 77, 136

Margarethe, Landgravine of Hesse, 183
Marne, battle of the (1914), 172

Marschall von Bieberstein, Adolf, Freiherr: as
adviser to Wilhelm, 48; appointed head
of Foreign Office, 534, 58; and
Wilhelm’s hostility to political parties,
59; in parliamentary conflicts, 63; and
Wilhelm’s support for Boers, 75

Martin, Dr Eduard Arnold, 3

Max, Prince of Baden, 176—7

Mesopotamia, 78

Meteor (ship), 151

Metternich, Count Paul von: Wilhelm’s
intemperate messages to, 133; advice
overlooked, 163

Michaelis, Georg, 171, 175

Middle East: Wilhelm in, 76; and Wilhelm’s
imperial ambitions, 136

Moltke, Helmuth von (Julius): replaces
Schlieffen as chief of General Staff, 87,
93; and prospective war with Britain and
France, 95; Liebenberg circle supports,
108; on war threat between Austria and
Russia, 123; on strategy towards France,
123, 159; and second Moroccan crisis,
128; and Wilhelm’s complaints about
Bethmann Hollweg, 130; pleads for war
readiness, 136; urges early war readiness,
136, 149; discussions with Austrians,
137-8; attempts to dissuade Austria
from attacking Serbia, 142; on Scutari
crisis, 143; demands on Austria, 144;
discussion with Albert of the Belgians,
146; advocates continental war, 1505
audiences with Wilhelm before
outbreak of war, 156; prepares for war,
160; and Wilhelm’s proposal to
concentrate on war with Russia, 160;
nervous reaction to impending war, 162;
replaced by Falkenhayn, 172

Moltke, Kuno, Graf von, 64, 104, 106, 109,
114

Monts, Count Anton, 117

Morier, Sir Robert, 14, 20

Moroccan crisis, first (1905—6), xxi, 89—91,
127

Moroccan crisis, second (1911), 126, 128, 144

Morocco: Wilhelm visits (1905), 88

Miiller, Admiral Georg Alexander von: and
Wilhelm’s command of war at sea,

173; and prospective war with France,
128; and Wilhelm’s complaints about
Bethmann’s timidity, 130; and
Wilhelm’s hopes of leading Europe, 132;
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shocked at Wilhelm’s coarse language,
133; advocates continental war, 150;
reports Franz Ferdinand’s assassination
to Wilhelm, 151—2; with Wilhelm on last
Scandinavian cruise, 154; aims to put
Russia in wrong, 156; on Britain’s not
remaining neutral, 158; on Wilhelm’s
speech on impending war, 160

Munich Agreement (1938), 190, 192

Mutius, General Max von, 187

Napoleon I (Bonaparte), Emperor of the
French, 86, 97

National Conservative Reich party, 49

National Liberal party, 49

Nazi Party: rise to power, 188; Wilhelm’s
view of, 190

Netherlands: Hitler conquers, xvi; Wilhelm’s
exile in, xxii, 177, 181, 185; Wilhelm
threatens with invasion, 88; Germany
invades (1940), 191

New York Times, 96

Nicholas II, Tsar of Russia: Wilhelm’s
correspondence with, 30, 83, 18s; letter
from Wilhelm on Mahomedans, 77;
marriage, 83, 107; Wilhelm encourages
to oppose ‘Yellow peril’, 84, 93; meets
Wilhelm on Bjérké, 84; and Wilhelm’s
promise of support for Austria, 144; and
potential effect of war on monarchy,
150; exchange of telegrams with
Wilhelm (1914), 158; and Wilhelm’s
belief in absolute monarchy, 167; fall
(1917), 169

Nietzsche, Friedrich, 43

Norddeutsche Lloyd shipping line, 154

Norway, Hitler conquers, xvi

‘November storm’ see Daily Telegraph

Nuremberg rallies, 188

O’Danne, August, 16
Olmiitz (1850), 127
Ottoman Empire see Turkey

Palestine, 77

Pan-German League, 128

Panther (German gunboat), 127

Philip II, King of Spain, 97

Plessen, General Hans von, 153, 160, 175, 177

Pohl, Hugo von, 156

Poland: and German war aims, 168—70;
Hitler invades, 190, 192

porphyria, 9

Port Arthur, 86

Potsdam, 24, 59, 90, 151-2, 156

Prussia: and personal monarchy, 41;
supremacy in Reich, s1; Civil List, 54;
constitutional reform, 174

Prusso-German Reich, 33

Puerto Rico, 79

Quidde, Ludwig, 57

Radolin, Prince Hugo, 117

Radowitz, Joseph Maria von, 92

Radziwill, Princess Marie, 95

Rathenau, Walther, 132, 186

Reich see Germany

Reichstag: Wilhelm’s hostility to, 33;
elections (1890), 49—s1; Wilhelm
attacked in, 59; opposes strengthening
fleet, 91; attacks Wilhelm’s personal
rule, 110; approves funds for battleship
building, 113; debate over constitutional
crisis and Daily Telegraph interview, 113;
and army enlargement, 134; increasing
power, 174

Reinsurance Treaty (with Russia, 1887), 53

Reval (now Tallinn), 83, 154

Rheinbaben, Georg, Freiherr von, 117

Rhodes, Cecil, 78

Richter, Eugen, 59

Roberts, Field Marshal Frederick Sleigh, Earl, 12

Roggenbach, Franz, Freiherr von, 34

Roman Catholic Church: and Kulturkampf,
50; Wilhelm denounces, 6o, 186

Romania, 152, 154

Rominten (East Prussia), 182

Roosevelt, Theodore: proposes Wilhelm
expand in eastern Europe, 78; visit to
Germany, 125

Royal Navy (British): and German naval
expansion threat, 79, 129; and German
plan to seize Denmark, 82; budget
doubled by Churchill, 131; review (July
1914), 155; sails to Scottish waters, 155

Rudolf; Crown Prince of Austria-Hungary, 25, 27

Ruhr district: miners’ strike, 48

Russia: in Triple Alliance with Britain and
France, xiii, 80, 88, 98; German threat
to, xiv, 79; reasons for fighting war, xv;
war with Japan (1904—5), xxi, 83, 86, 90,
94; prospective war with Germany and
Austria-Hungary, 33, 94, 122-3, 141, 149;
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Waldersee calls for early strike against,
44; Reinsurance Treaty with Germany
(1887), 53; interests in China, 76;
Wilhelm claims perfidy against Britain,
112; and prospective Balkan war, 122;
refrains from starting war (1909), 124;
German war against, 149, 162; Wilhelm
believes unready for war, 150; and
Austrian threat to Serbia, 153;
unprepared for war, 153; and Serbian
mobilisation, 155; Bethmann aims to
put in wrong, 156, 158—9; Austria
prepares for war with, 160; and German
war aims, 168, 170

Saladin: Wilhelm praises, 77

Samoa, 77

San Remo, 35

Sarajevo, 149

Saxony, 149

Sazonov, Sergei, 155

Scandinavian cruises (Wilhelm’s), 48, 96,
117-18, 127, 153

Scheefer, Max, 108

Scheidemann, Philipp, 177

Schemua, Field Marshal Blasius, 137-8

Schlieffen, Count Alfred von: strategic plan, xvi;
succeeds Waldersee as chief of General
Staff, 63; on proposed war with United
States, 79; opposes plan to invade
Denmark, 82; ‘Julius’ von Moltke
replaces as chief of General Staff, 87, 93;
and first Morocco crisis, 89; considered
too old for major war, 90

Schlitz (Hesse), 14

Schoen, Wilhelm von, 95, 121

Scholl, Friedrich von, 127

Schrader, Dr Max, 16

Schrétter, Captain Gustav von, 14, 16

Schweninger, Ernst, 104

Scutari (Albania), 143, 145

Senden-Bibran, Admiral Freiherr Gustav
von, 93

Serbia: Habsburg antagonism, xiv; reasons
for fighting war, xv; Austria ordered to
attack, xv, 124; prospective war with
Austria-Hungary, 122, 138, 1412, 152-3;
Austria sees as threat, 136; dispute with
Austria over Scutari, 143; Austrian
ultimatum to (October 1913), 145;
ordered to accept Austrian rule, 145-6;
Austrian ultimatum to (July 1914), 154,

159; mobilises, 155; conciliatory reply to
Austrian ultimatum, 156; and
impending major war, 160

Sigismund, Prince of Prussia (Wilhelm II’s
brother): death, 13

Silesian War, First (1740), 86

Silvesterbrief (Wilhelm’s), 90

Slavs: Wilhelm disparages, 74, 154; as
prospective enemies, 141, 143

Social Democratic Party of Germany:
Wilhelm’s hostility to, 33, so-1, 60, 91;
strength, 50, 59; objects to indulging
Wilhelm’s extravagance in Netherlands,
182

Sommissics, Ella, 27

Sophie, Princess of Prussia (Wilhelm II’s
sister), 13

South America: Wilhelm’s ambitions in, 78

Spa (Belgium), 176, 181

Spitzemberg, Baroness Hildegard von, 110, 128

Springe (Hanover), 138

Stamfordham, Sir Arthur Bigge, Baron, 144

Steiner, Rudolf, 93

Stoecker, Adolf, 44

Stuart Wortley, Colonel Edward James,
12

Szdgyény-Marich, Count Ladislaus von, 122,
154

Tangier: Wilhelm visits, 88

Three Emperors, Year of (1888), xx, 41

Tirpitz, Admiral Alfred: appointed Secretary
of State at Navy Office, 63; naval
expansion plan, 79, 95, 113, 129, 131, 134;
supported by von Senden-Bibran, 93;
naval policy, 94, 148; and Wilhelm’s
letter to Tweedmouth, 9s; agreement
with Bethmann Hollweg, 130;
negotiates with Haldane, 132-3;
suspicion of Britain, 132; shooting with
Franz Ferdinand, 138; urges immediate
war, 148; on leave (July 1914), 153;
mocks Wilhelm’s plan to blockade
eastern Baltic, 156; and Wilhelm’s belief
in British neutrality, 158; and Wilhelm’s
command of war at sea, 173; resigns, 173

Triple Alliance (Germany—Austria—Italy),
136, 138

Triple Entente (Britain—France—Russia), xiii,
80, 98, 112, 132

Tripoli (Libya), 135

Trotsky, Leon, 170
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Tschirschky und Bégendorff, Heinrich von,
123, 146, 157

Turkey (Ottoman Empire): Wilhelm wishes
to take ‘Holyland’ from, 97; Young
Turks’ revolution, 121, 135; in First
Balkan War, 135; Wilhelm seeks alliance
with, 154

Tweedmouth, Edward Marjoribanks, Baron,
95, 112, 114

U-boat warfare, 173

Ukraine, 170

Ulster (Northern Ireland), 150

United States of America: builds up Atlantic
fleet, 78; Wilhelm’s prospective war
with, 78; opposes Germany at Algeciras
conference, 92; and Wilhelm’s racial
visions, 125; kept out of war, 173; enters
war, 173

Valentini, Rudolf von: and Wilhelm’s Daily
Telegraph interview, 111; proposes
Bethmann Hollweg as Chancellor, 117;
eagerness for war with France, 159; and
succession to Bethmann Hollweg, 175;
replaced by von Berg, 176

Varnbiiler, Axel, Freiherr von, 64, 106—9

Versailles treaty (1919), 147, 152

Victor Emmanuel III, King of Italy, 138

Victoria, Empress Frederick (Wilhelm II’s
mother; Vicky’): marriage, 3; and
Wilhelm II’s birth injury and treatment,
6, 10; character, 10; difficult relations
with Wilhelm, 11, 13, 17, 20, 28, 30; and
Wilhelm’s upbringing and education,
16, 18-19; letters from Wilhelm, 16, 22,
24; on Wilhelm’s character defects, 18;
Wilhelm rejects, 24, 30, 35; horrified at
Wilhelm’s military zeal, 25; retains
Englishness, 30; and succession on
husband’s terminal illness, 34; and
Wilhelm’s succession to throne, 36;
smuggles papers to Britain, 36; on
Wilhelm’s vanity, 56; memorial
unveiled, 126

Victoria, Princess of Prussia (Wilhelm II's
sister; ‘Moretta’), 13

Victoria, Queen of Great Britain: family, 3;
and Wilhelm IT’s birth, 4; Wilhelm
insults to Alexander III, 30; anger at
Wilhelm, 305 letter from daughter Vicky
on Wilhelm’s vanity, 56; birthday

(1913), 143; Wilhelm claims to be
favourite grandchild, 163

Victoria Luise, Princess of Prussia and
Duchess of Brunswick (Wilhelm’s
daughter), 144

‘Waldemar, Prince of Prussia (Wilhelm IT’s
brother): death, 13

Waldersee, Count Alfred von: and von
Schrétter’s resignation, 16; anti-
Semitism, 28, 48, s1; and Wilhelm’s
succession, 28, 34; advocates war with
Russia and France, 33, 44, 54; influence
on Wilhelm, 43—4, 48; and fall of
Bismarck, 44—s, 50; not appointed
Chancellor, 52-3; replaced by
Schlieffen, 63; commander-in-chief in
China, 76; opposes Moltke’s
appointment as chief of General Staff,
93; on Wilhelm’s sense of greatness, 94

Waldersee, Count Georg von: preparations
for war, 149

‘war council’ (8§ December 1912), 142

Weber, Max, 103

Wedel, General Count Carl von, 117, 145

Weimar Republic: funds Wilhelm’s exile, 181—2

Wenninger, General Karl, Ritter von, 159

Wermuth, Adolf, 129

Wilhelm, Crown Prince of Prussia
(Wilhelm’s son), 154

Wilhelm I, King of Prussia, 17, 34-5, 54, 73,
96; death, 35

Wilhelm II, German emperor and King of
Prussia: conspires to begin war, xv;
character defects, xv, 18, 20-1, 28; anti-
Semitism, xv, xxii, 33, 115, 186—7, 189,
192; as Schattenkaiser, xvii; birth, xx, 3;
accession and power, xxi; autocracy and
divine right (personal rule), xxi, 37, 41, 47,
103—4, 113, 167; exile in Holland, xxii,
181; arm injured at birth, 4, 8, 11;
treatment for injured arm, 4, 20;
unhappy childhood, 10-13; ear trouble,
8; temper and bouts of rage, 9; strained
relations with mother, 13; upbringing
and education, 14, 17-18, 20; learns to
ride, 14; letters to mother, 17, 22, 24;
fetish over mother’s hands, 22—4;
rejects mother, 24; life as student and
officer cadet, 24; marriage and family,
25, 28; affairs, 27; rumoured
homosexuality, 28, 106; fantasises about
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imprisonment of mother, 30; slanders
English royal family, 30; hatred towards
parents, 30, 35; correspondence with
Nicholas II, 30, 83, 185; power and
ambition, 33, 546, 58; hostility to
political parties, 33, 59; and succession
to throne, 35-6, 41; influenced by
Waldersee, 43—s; conflict with
Bismarck, 44, 48—52; supports
Waldersee’s pro-war party, 44; affection
for Eulenburg, 45-6; Scandinavian
cruises, 48, 96, 117-18, 127, 153; wishes
to renew Reinsurance Treaty with
Russia, 54; income and fortune, 54;
personal rule denounced in Reichstag,
59; Potsdam speech to army recruits, 59;
encourages technological innovation,
60; Eulenburg on, 67; militant speech
to troops bound for China, 69; aims for
Germany as world power
(Weltmachtpolitik), 73—4, 76, 78, 128;
support for Boers, 75; visits Middle
East, 76; supports naval shipbuilding
plan, 80; proclaims love for Britain, 82;
pressures Nicholas II to oppose ‘Yellow
peril’, 84; self-styled ‘Admiral of
Atlantic’, 84; meets Nicholas II on
Bjorks, 8s; nervous breakdowns, 8, 114,
158, 182; Tangier visit (1905), 89;
Silvesterbrief against major war, 9o-1;
growing hostility towards Britain, 94,
96—7; claims superior knowledge of
Britain, 95, 171; mental state questioned,
95, 114, 126, 167; letter to Tweedmouth,
9s; gives New York Times interview with
Hale, 96; Daily Telegraph interview and
constitutional crisis, 97, 110-12, 116; fear
of encirclement, 98; confides in
Eulenburg, 107; in Liebenberg circle,
107; breaks off contact with Eulenburg
and Kuno von Moltke, 109; abdication
demands, 110, 176; on state visit to
London (1907), 1115 attempts to
intervene in Boer War, 112—13; paranoia,
116, 185; initially rejects Bethmann
Hollweg as Chancellor, 117; and
Austrian annexation of Bosnia-
Herzegovina, 122; warns France against
supporting Russia in war, 123; racial
vision and prejudices, 125, 141, 144; final

visit to Britain (1911), 126; anger at
French occupation of Fez, 128;
promotes battleship building
programme, 129, 131-2; Haldane
negotiates with, 132; welcomes First
Balkan War, 135; pledges support for
Austria-Hungary, 122, 136, 140; reaction
to Lichnowsky’s report on British
intentions, 140; uncertainty over
Britain’s role in forthcoming war, 141,
157; summons ‘war council’ (8
December 1912), 142; on postponement
of war, 143; on escalating Balkan War
(1913), 144; authority to prevent or wage
war, 148, 151; prophesies third Balkan
war, 149; disapproves of early war with
France and Russia, 150; orders fleet to
return home, 155; attempts mediation in
Austria—Serbia crisis, 157; exchanges
telegrams with Nicholas IT (1914), 158;
determination to settle with France, 159;
ultimatum to Russia and France, 160;
speech on impending war, 160;
proposes concentrating on war with
Russia, 161; shared responsibility for
oubreak of war, 162—3; war aims, 168;
proposed new world order, 169; role in
war, 172; opposes constitutional reform,
174; abdication announced, 177, 181;
lifestyle in Netherlands, 181—2; death
and estate, 182, 194; women visitors in
Netherlands, 183; remarries (Hermine),
183; widespread hatred of, 18s; attitude
to Hitler, 188, 190; rejects offer of
asylum in Britain (1940), 191; dreams of
Nazis’ ultimate victory, 194

Wilhelmina, Queen of the Netherlands, 88,
181

Wilson, General Henry, 131

Windthorst, Ludwig, st

Wirth, Joseph, 186

Wolf, Frau (brothel keeper), 27

Wiirttemberg, 149

Yellow peril’, 84, 93, 111
Young Plan, 188
Young Turks, 121, 135

Zimmermann, Arthur, 149, 153
Zukunft, Die (journal), 104, 106
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