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PREFACE

THi1s volume has been taking shape over a period of some years,
and bears the marks of an interrupted development. Starting
from a study of The Battle of Maldon, I found myself constrained
to enlarge my scope in order to place the original subject in its
proper setting, thus becoming involved in historical questions
with which I am not qualified to deal. For faults arising from
lack of historical discipline, as well as for weaknesses of propor-
tion and detail, I ask my readers’ indulgence.

It is hoped that the material here offered may interest students
both of literature and history. As the needs and concerns of these
two classes are not identical, an attempt has been made to
isolate matters likely to appeal to one class alone. An unusually
large amount of material has therefore been relegated to appen-
dices and indices, where it can conveniently be ignored.

The anglicising of proper names is a task which must have
reduced many editors to despair. How pleasant, with the author
of Revolt in the Desert, to spell the names anyhow ‘to show what
rot’ all ‘scientific systems’ of transliteration are! Lacking, how-
ever, the prestige and assurance of a Lawrence, I have adopted
the principle formulated by Prof. Chambers for the treatment
of Old English names in his England before the Norman Conguest:
‘When the name is current at the present day, that form is
given. ...Otherwise the form is usually given as it occurs in the
document translated.” It is to be feared, however, that an
attentive reader may find some variants for which no justifi-
cation can be offered.

My thanks are due to the Syndics of the Cambridge University
Press for their willingness to undertake the publication of this
volume, and to the staff for its vigilance and its unfailing patience
under great provocation.

No student of Norse literature can evade a heavy debt to
Professor Finnur Jénsson, but I am specially indebted for per-
mission, granted with a courtesy which increased the obligation,
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X PREFACE

to make use of several of his editions of Norse texts. Thanks are
also due to the publishers of these texts; to the Kommaission for
det Arnamagnaanske Legat for permission to use texts from Den
norsk-islandske Skjaldedigtning, to the Samfund til Udgivelse af
gammel nordisk Litteratur for the use of their edition of Gunn-
laugssaga, and to Messrs G. E. C. Gad for permission to reprint
passages from their edition of Heimskringla.

Among many from whom I have received help or suggestions
on specific points, I wish to record my obligation especially to
Mr Sigfis Blondal of the Royal Library, Copenhagen, to Miss
Anna Samundsson who read in typescript the section on skaldic
verse, and to Miss A. J. Robertson who read the notes to the
Anglo-Sazxon Chronicle.

My indebtedness to Prof. R. W. Chambers, to Prof. H. M.
Chadwick, who taught me to love Norse literature and history,
and gave me a glimpse of the austerity and beauty of true
scholarship, and to my friend Mrs Chadwick is not easily put into
words. Fortunately there are many, who, through their own
experience, will in some measure understand.

I owe much to the enthusiasm and criticism of several genera-
tions of students, especially to those who have valiantly em-
barked with me upon the sea of Norse studies. I am also glad to
record my debt to Westfield College, where the greater part of
this work has been carried out.

Mr Bruce Dickins hasread my proofs. Many could bear witness
to the generosity with which Mr Dickins lavishes not only time
but his wide and sound scholarship upon the work of others. I
have been saved from many pitfalls by Mr Dickins’ wise advice
and aptly applied knowledge, and I am well aware that in the
few cases where I have not adopted his suggestions my book is
probably the poorer. The frequent appearance of Mr Dickins’
name in the notes and elsewhere is no measure of my indebted-
ness.

MARGARET ASHDOWN

LONDON
September 1930
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