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FOREWORD

Walter Ullmann first captivated a Cambridge audience with his
Frederick William Maitland Memorial Lectures delivered in the Lent
Term of 1948. For the next thirty years he stimulated, guided and
instructed a whole gencration of Cambridge undergraduates and
research students. During those same years he was engaged in pro-
ducing his own numerous and weighty contributions to medieval
scholarship.

It will not seem surprising perhaps (if we recall the unhappy state of
international affairs forty years ago) that Austria should have given to
England a major scholar. But it does seem noteworthy that, as a result,
Cambridge should have acquired a historian who has given a new
depth and significance to a specifically Cambridge tradition of scholar-
ship. Maitland himself, the greatest of legal historians, long ago called
for a renewed study of medieval Roman and canon law in England.
‘An educated Englishman may read and enjoy what Dante or Marsiglio
has written. An English scholar may face Aquinas or Ockham or even
the repellent Wycliff. But Baldus and Bartolus, Innocentius and
Johannes Andreae, them he has not been taught to tackle, and they are
not to be tackled by the untaught.” Walter Ullmann is the teacher who
taught us to tackle them. Again, it was Maitland who wrote, ‘In the
Middle Ages the church was a state’, and his disciple, Figgis, who put
the point more emphatically: ‘in the Middle Ages the church was the
state’. Walter Ullmann’s work can be seen as a richly rewarding
inquiry into all the implications of these statements. His writings are
exceptionally broad in range and varied in detail, but they have a
common centre — the study of the medieval Church perceived as an
organisation of government. In the work of so gifted a scholar this
study has led on to endless new insights into the structure and develop-
ment of Western institutions.

Our purpose here is not to explain in detail the importance and

vii
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Foreword

originality of Walter Ullmann’s writings. The Bibliography at the end
of the volume will serve that purpose better than could any words of
ours. Rather we want to express our gratitude to a great teacher and
kind friend whose love of his work and tireless zest in pursuing it have
provided such an inspiring example for his pupils. Every research
student will remember ‘supervisions’ that went on for hours, the
passing of time forgotten by student and (we think) teacher alike, in the
hunt for some fascinating truth, the true meaning of a difficult text,
perhaps, or the true significance of a complex argument.

Those encounters invariably revealed Walter Ullmann’s charac-
teristic concern both for the minutiae of the subject and for the broad
sweep. His formidable scholarship has illuminated so many aspects of
the history of the medieval millennium - the papacy, the universities,
canonistics, political theory — that any tributc to him must range
widely too - from Visigothic Spain to fifteenth-century Poland. In
their shared desire to express their deep affection and regard, his friends
and former pupils have returned to topics which they formerly ex-
plored under his genial guidance. In seeking to do so they are all too
conscious of the lapses and lacunae which their offerings may contain
(not least because on this occasion they have not had the benefit of his
advice). The collection comes as a present to mark two events -
Walter Ullmann’s retirement from the Chair of Medieval History in
the University of Cambridge in September 1978, and his seventieth
birthday in November 1980.

The Editors desire to thank all the contributors for their patient and
willing collaboration, and the Syndics and staff of the Cambridge
University Press for publishing the volume. They wish also to record
their gratitude to Professor Michael Wilks for his original initiative in
launching the enterprise.

BrIAN TIERNEY PETER LINEHAN
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