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In this accessible new study, Toby Lincoln offers the first history of
Chinese cities from their origins to the present. Despite being an agri-
cultural society for thousands of years, China had an imperial urban
civilization. Over the past century, this urban civilization has been
transformed into the world’s largest modern wurban society.
Throughout their long history, Chinese cities have been shaped by
interactions with those around the world, and the story of urban China
is a crucial part of the history of how the world has become an urban
society. Exploring the global connections of Chinese cities, the urban
system, urban governance, and daily life alongside introductions to
major historical debates and extracts from primary sources, this is essen-
tial reading for all those interested in China and in urban history.

Toby Lincoln is Associate Professor of Chinese Urban History at the
University of Leicester.
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New Approaches to Asian History

This dynamic new series publishes books on the milestones in Asian
history, those that have come to define particular periods or to mark
turning points in the political, cultural and social evolution of the region.
The books in this series are intended as introductions for students to be
used in the classroom. They are written by scholars whose credentials
are well established in their particular fields and who have, in many
cases, taught the subject across a number of years.

A list of books in the series can be found at the end of the volume.
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