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PROTECTING THE EMPIRE ’S HUMANITY

Rooted in the extraordinary archive of Quaker physician and humanitar-
ian activist Dr Thomas Hodgkin, this book explores the efforts of the
Aborigines’ Protection Society to expose Britain’s hypocrisy and imperial
crimes in the mid-nineteenth century. Hodgkin’s correspondents
stretched from Liberia to Lesotho, New Zealand to Texas, Jamaica to
Ontario, and Bombay to South Australia; they included scientists, philan-
thropists, missionaries, systematic colonizers, politicians, and indigenous
peoples themselves. Debating the best way to protect and advance indi-
genous rights in an era of burgeoning settler colonialism, they looked back
to the lessons and limitations of anti-slavery, lamented the imperial
government’s disavowal of responsibility for settler colonies, and laid
out elaborate (and patronizing) plans for indigenous ‘civilization’.
Protecting the Empire’s Humanity reminds us of the complexity, contra-
dictions and capacious nature of British colonialism and metropolitan
‘humanitarianism’, illuminating the broad canvas of empire through a
distinctive set of British and Indigenous campaigners.

  is Professor of History at the University of Melbourne.
She is the author of Colonial Connections 1815–1845: Patronage, the

Information Revolution and Colonial Government (2005) and co-editor,
with Alan Lester, of Indigenous Communities and Settler Colonialism:

Land Holding, Loss and Survival in an Interconnected World (2015).
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Critical Perspectives on Empire is a major series of ambitious, cross-disciplinary works
in the emerging field of critical imperial studies. Books in the series explore the
connections, exchanges and mediations at the heart of national and global histories,
the contributions of local as well as metropolitan knowledge, and the flows of people,
ideas and identities facilitated by colonial contact. To that end, the series not only offers
a space for outstanding scholars working at the intersection of several disciplines to
bring to wider attention the impact of their work; it also takes a leading role in
reconfiguring contemporary historical and critical knowledge, of the past and
of ourselves.

A full list of titles published in the series can be found at:
www.cambridge.org/cpempire
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