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China’s Conservative Revolution

In this ambitious examination of the complex political culture of China

under Guomindang rule, Brian Tsui interweaves political ideologies,

intellectual trends, social movements and diplomatic maneuvers to

demonstrate how the Chinese revolution became conservative after the

anti-Communist coup of 1927. Dismissing violent struggles for class

equality as incompatible with nationalist goals, Chiang Kai-shek’s gov-

ernment should, Tsui argues, be understood in the context of the global

ascendance of radical right-wingmovements during the interwar period.

The Guomindang’s revolutionary nation-building and modernization

project struck a chord withChina’s reformist liberal elite, whowere wary

of mob rule, while its obsession with Eastern spirituality appealed to

Indian nationalists ûghting Western colonialism. The Nationalist vision

was deûned by the party-state’s hostility to communist challenges as

much as by its ability to coopt liberalism and Pan-Asianist anticolonial-

ism. Tsui’s revisionist reading revisits the peculiarities of the

Guomindang’s revolutionary enterprise, resituating Nationalist China

in the moment of global radical right ascendancy.

Brian Tsui is Assistant Professor at The Hong Kong Polytechnic

University. His works on Guomindang ideology, China–India relations

and the Cold War have appeared in journals such as Modern China,

Twentieth-Century China and positions: asia critique.
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Studies of theWeatherhead East Asian Institute, ColumbiaUniversity

The Studies of theWeatherhead East Asian Institute of ColumbiaUniversity were

inaugurated in 1962 to bring to a wider public the results of signiûcant new

research on modern and contemporary East Asia.
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A Note on Romanization

This book adopts the pinyin system for transliterating Chinese names and

terms.

Exceptions are made for historical ûgures who are no strangers to

general English readers, most notably Sun Yat-sen and Chiang Kai-

shek, and scholars of Chinese descent who publish under their personal

names. Places and institutions, including those outside mainland China,

are rendered in their ofûcial transliterations. For the Chinese Nationalist

Party, this book uses Guomindang (GMD) or the party’s name in English

translation to refer to the subject under study and Kuomintang in con-

nection with the archives maintained by the party now headquartered in

Taipei.
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