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In the wake ofWorldWar II the Sudetenland became the scene of ethnic
cleansing, witnessing not only the expulsion of nearly 3 million German
speakers, but also the influx of nearly 2 million resettlers. Yet mob
violence and nationalist hatred were not the driving forces of ethnic
cleansing; instead, greed, the search for power and property, and the
general dislocation of post-war Central and Eastern Europe facilitated
these expulsions and the transformation of the German-Czech border-
lands. These overlapping migrations produced conflict among Czechs,
hardship for Germans and facilitated the Communist Party’s rise to
power. Drawing on a wide range of materials from local and central
archives, as well as expellee accounts, David Gerlach demonstrates how
the lure of property and social mobility, as well as economic necessities,
shaped the course and consequences of ethnic cleansing.

David W. Gerlach is Associate Professor at Saint Peter’s University,
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Council on Germany in 2017. In addition to the study of forced migra-
tion, his current research explores restitution, reparation, and other
compensation programs stemming from World War II.
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