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Boundaries of Belonging

The 1947 Partition had a major impact on issues of citizenship and

rights in India and Pakistan in the decades that followed. Boundaries of

Belonging shows how citizenship evolved at a time of political transition

and what this meant for ordinary people, by directing attention away

from South Asia’s Partition ‘hot spots’ – Bengal and the Punjab – to

Partition ‘hinterlands’ of Uttar Pradesh and Sindh. The analysis, based

on rich archival research and fieldwork, brings out commonalities,

differences and the mutual co-construction of the ‘citizen’ in both

places. It also reveals the way in which developments across the border,

such as communal violence, could directly have an impact on minority

rights in the neighbouring country. Questioning stereotypes of an

‘authoritarian’ Pakistan versus a ‘democratic’ India, Sarah Ansari and

William Gould make a major contribution to recent scholarship that

suggests the differences between India and Pakistan are overstated.

sarah ansari is Professor of History at Royal Holloway, University of

London.

william gould is Professor of Indian History at the University

of Leeds.
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They had left their cities but they carried their cities with them, as a trust, on

their shoulders. That’s how it usually is. Even when cities are left behind,

they don’t stay behind. They seize on you even more. Intizar Hussain, Basti

(1979), chapter 5

We are surrounded by places. We walk over and through them. We

live in places, relate to others in them, die in them. Nothing we do is

unplaced. How could it be otherwise? Edward S. Casey, The Fate of Place:

A Philosophical History (1997), p. ix
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