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A diverse set of expert voices from the Global North and South –

philosophers, economists, policy and development scholars and

practitioners – explore two themes central to development ethics: agency

and democracy. Established luminaries in development ethics engage with

the book’s themes alongside fresh voices on the way to becoming familiar

figures in the field. Their chapters work within diverse areas of

development studies including human security and human rights,

democratic governance in theory and practice, the capability approach,

gender and development, and applied and theoretical critiques of the

philosophical underpinnings of various accounts of development. The

result is a varied and comprehensive discussion of current work in

development ethics that significantly advances our understanding of

theoretical and practical work of development. This book will interest

students, scholars, and practitioners of global justice, human rights,

international development, and political philosophy.

lori keleher is an associate professor of Philosophy at New Mexico

State University in Las Cruces, New Mexico. She is Vice President of the

International Development Ethics Association (IDEA). She is also on the

Executive Council and a Fellow of the Human Development Capability

Association (HDCA). She is the coeditor of the Routledge Handbook of

Development Ethics (2019).

stacy j. kosko is an assistant research professor at the Center for

International Development and Conflict Management, University of

Maryland. She has numerous articles and chapters in print on issues

related to development ethics and human rights. She is on the Executive

Board of the International Development Ethics Association (IDEA) and is

on the Executive Council and is a Fellow of the Human Development and

Capability Association (HDCA).

www.cambridge.org/9781107195004
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-19500-4 — Agency and Democracy in Development Ethics
Edited by Lori Keleher , Stacy J. Kosko 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org/9781107195004
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-19500-4 — Agency and Democracy in Development Ethics
Edited by Lori Keleher , Stacy J. Kosko 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Agency and Democracy in

Development Ethics

Edited by

lori keleher

New Mexico State University

stacy j . kosko

University of Maryland

www.cambridge.org/9781107195004
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-19500-4 — Agency and Democracy in Development Ethics
Edited by Lori Keleher , Stacy J. Kosko 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi – 110025, India

79 Anson Road, #06–04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107195004
DOI: 10.1017/9781108163880

© Lori Keleher and Stacy J. Kosko 2019

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2019

Printed and bound in Great Britain by Clays Ltd, Elcograf S.p.A.

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

ISBN 978-1-107-19500-4 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781107195004
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-19500-4 — Agency and Democracy in Development Ethics
Edited by Lori Keleher , Stacy J. Kosko 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

For Dave

www.cambridge.org/9781107195004
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-19500-4 — Agency and Democracy in Development Ethics
Edited by Lori Keleher , Stacy J. Kosko 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org/9781107195004
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-19500-4 — Agency and Democracy in Development Ethics
Edited by Lori Keleher , Stacy J. Kosko 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contents

List of Figures page x

List of Tables xi

List of Contributors xii

Acknowledgments xix

Introduction 1
lori keleher and stacy j. kosko

A Note from David A. Crocker 16

Part I Development Ethics 23

1 Why Development Needs Philosophy 25
lori keleher

2 What Is Development? 49
eric palmer

3 Public Goods and Public Spirit: Reflections on and Beyond

Nussbaum’s Political Emotions 75
des gasper and flavio comim

4 The Choice of a Moral Lens: LGBTI Persons, Human

Rights, and the Capabilities Approach 106
chloe schwenke

5 Peacebuilding, Development, Agency and Ethics 127
nigel dower

Part II Agency 153

6 Expanding Agency: Conceptual, Explanatory, and

Normative Implications 155
christine m. koggel

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781107195004
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-19500-4 — Agency and Democracy in Development Ethics
Edited by Lori Keleher , Stacy J. Kosko 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

7 “Reason to Value”: Process, Opportunity,

and Perfectionism in the Capability Approach 178
serene j. khader and stacy j. kosko

8 The Multidimensionality of Empowerment: Conceptual

and Empirical Considerations 205
jay drydyk, alejandra boni, alexandre

apsan frediani, melanie walker, and aurora
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