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Mesopotamia

administrative functions, Uruk period,

16–18

adminstrative role of seals in third millennium,

18–20

bureaucracy, 58–60

early third Millennium, 25

iconography, 152

Indus seals found in, 169

Jemdet Nasr period, 64

mortuary remains, 54

seals belonging to Iranian traditions, 26

textual sources, 141

trade relations with Iran, 33
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Metropolitan Museum of Art, 316, 358

Middle Bronze Age

Egypt, 238

Middle Euphrates, 58, 60–63

Middle Kingdom (Egypt), 237–42, 244–45, 255,

257, 259, 289–301, 319–24

Miletos, 338

military organization

specialized use of seals, 239

milk stones, 390

Minab, 24

Minet el-Beida, 108

Minoan beads

good luck charms, 390

Minoan iconography

ambiguity in, 370–71

gender, 372

swallows, 375

Minoan period

Early Minoan, 335

Early Minoan (EM) II, 328

Late Minoan IIIA2 (LM IB), 120

Middle Minoan (MM IIB), 329, 331, 335,

338

Minotaur, 332, 339, 342

Mirambello bay, 348

Mirgissa, 244, 310

Miri Qalat, 135

Mitanni, 116

Mitrou, 345

Mochlos, 118, 393

Mode, Heinz, 128

Moeller, Nadine, 455

Mohenjo-daro, 128–29, 133, 135–42, 145, 147–48,

150, 152–58, 163–64, 169, 176–77, 179–80,

183, 185, 190–91, 211

DKG area, 140

Mohs scale, 189, 338, 341

Monastiraki, 331

Moorey, Roger, 33, 79

Morgan, Lyvia, 371, 374–75, 383

mortuary temple

of Neferirkare, 286

of Raneferef at Abusir, 280, 283–88

motif, See iconography

Mount Dikte, 341

Mughal, M. Rafique, 129

multivalency, 5, 120, 368–86

Mundigak, 129, 131

Mycenae, 331

House of Sphinxes, 351

House of the Oil Merchant, 350

House with the Frescoes, 353

Mycenaean, tombs, 339, 352

Mycenaeans, 332–33, 339

used heirloom Minoan seals, 336

Mycenae–Vapheio Lion Group, 330, 332, 352

Myrtos, 338

Nag‘a ed-Deir, tomb at, 261

Nagwada, 131

Nanna, 73

Naqada, 233

Naqada culture

Naqada II (Gerzean) period, 260, 272

Naram-Sin, 66, 83–84, 86, 90, 92–94

Narmer, 261

narrative, 29, 40, 42, 45, 161–64

Nausharo, 129, 131–32

Naxos, 344

nbty motif, 291

Nebunefer, King, 267

Necropolis seal, 245, 249, 307, 317–18

Neferirkare, 285

mortuary temple, 280

papyri, 282

Nefertiti, xxvii

Neolithic period, 15, 335–36

Late Neolithic, 15

Neopalatial, 368

Neo-Sumerian, 14

Netjerikhet, 269

New Kingdom (Egypt), 239, 242–47

Niankhkhnum

tomb of, 274

Nile Valley, xxv, 230, 233

Nindowari, 129, 132–33, 135, 177, 179

Ninetjer, 259, 267–68

Ninevite 5 glyptic, 64

Ninšubur (god), 106

Nippur, 89, 323

Nisaba (goddess), 63

Nubia, 242, 244, 246, 303–5, 308–9

Lower Nubia, 233, 239

Nubian forts, 321

obsidian blades, 343

Official’s Seal, 273

oikos, 59, 61–63, 79

Old Assyrian Trading Colony Period (1950–1700

BCE), 115. See also Old Babylonian period,

under Babylonian

Crete, 118

Cyprus, 114

Old Iranian (language), 136

Old Palace period (Crete), 329

Old Syrian seal designs, 99, 118

Oman, 23, 130, 205

Osada, Toshiki, 129

Osiris, 247, 259, 262

ostracon, 318

Oxus Civilization, 29. See also Bactria and Margiana

Archaeological Complex (BMAC)

Palaikastro, 108, 117–18

paleography, paleographic, 41, 44, 48, 269

Pantheon Group (Tepe Yahya), 27–28
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Parennefer, tomb of, 316

passports, 141

Pawero, 307

Peribsen, 267

Persepolis Fortification archive, xxvii

Persian Gulf, as a major trade route, 205

Phaistos, 309, 320, 323, 329, 331, 338, 347–48

Palace of, 331

pharaonic and post-pharaonic periods, 230

Phthiotis, 345

phyle (ỉmy-nfr.t (ḫ division); nḏ�s; �sṯ (ỉb division);

w3ḏ.t, 282, 283–84, 285, 286, 287

Pictographic writing, 38, 338, 342

Pini, Ingo, 99, 367, 375, 380

pintaderas, 336

Pirak, 129, 136

Piramessa. See Avaris

Platanos Cluster, 357

Pole slung with vessels (Minoan)

similarity to Etruscan images, 365

Pollock, Susan, 55–56, 71, 79

Porada, Edith, xii, xxv, 78, 104, 119, 122

Poros-Katsambas, 393, 395

Posener-Kriéger, Paule, 282–83, 286

Possehl, Greg, 129, 163, 170

Pottery Mound, 275–80

Prabhas Patan (Somnath), 136

Prajāpati, 134

Predynastic (Egypt)

Nagada II (Gerzean) period, 230

pre-literate periods, 36–37, 242

premodern Crete, 388

Prepalatial Crete, 331

priest king, 77

principal component analysis (PCA), 206

production, 170, 191

production practices

social group, 198

proto-cuneiform, 5, 13, 37, 40, 42–43, 50, 52

Proto-Dravidian, 138

proto-Elamite, 23, 135

Proto-Saka, 136

Proto-Śiva, 128, 141, 158 Pl. IX

Ptahmose, 307

Puabi, Queen, 77, 80

Pulitzer, Joseph, 359

Pune, 129

Pylos, 331, 333, 339, 350, 353

Qala’at al-Bahrain, 210–11, 215, 219–21, 224

Qaleh Kuckeck, 22

Rahman Dheri, 131

Rajasthan, 129, 131, 136, 172, 222

Rakic, Yelena, xii, 5–6, 8–9, 270

Ramesses II, Pharoah, 306

Ramesside period, 246, 307

Raneb, King, 267

Raneferef, 272, 280, 282

Rao, S. R., 128, 130

Ra’s al-Hadd, 130

recarving, 95

cylinder seal, 105, 121

evidence for, 97

figural, 109–15

reasons for, 95–100

trade, 95

Reisner, George A., 314

Rekhmira, tomb of, 307

replica rings, 330, 380

reuse, 8, 96, 98, 116, 252, 256, 299–300

Rhodian Hunt Group, 332, 351

Richter, Gisela, 359

Rimush, 15, 23, 83–84

ring, 329–30, 340

rock crystal, 341–42, 352

rotary tools, 344

Roth, Ann, 284

royal seal

Queen Uqnitum and her retinue, 64

Royal Tombs of Ur, 22, 26, 33–34, 55–56, 69,

73–78, 133

royal-name seals, 303

Saar, 215, 219

Saar settlement, 218, 220–21

Saar Temple, 220

Sabarmati river, 142

Sahni, D. R., 128

Samothrace, 338

Sangiorgi Collection, 359

Saqqara, 267, 270, 274, 280, 307

private tombs, 318

Step Pyramid, 268

Sardis, xxviii

Sargon, 22, 81, 83–84

Sargonic

Classical Sargonic period, 84

Early Sargonic period, 84

royal seal type, 88

Satyr/Silenus, 365

scanning electron microscope/microscopy (SEM),

175

scarab beetle, 102

scarabs, 102, 122–23, 237–38, 243, 251–53, 352

amuletic function, 289, 296, 303

apotropaic, 307

as seals, 289

decorative motifs, 306–7

female ownership, 254

funerary amulets, 299

funerary connotations, 290

funerary epithets, 255, 298–99

iconography, animals, 306

goddess Thoeris, 291

Hathor symbol, 291
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scarabs (cont.)

late Middle Kingdom, apotropaic designs,

294

individual ownership and use, 253

late Middle Kingdom, administrative function,

293

mayoral, 254

personal name and title, 239–42

private-name, 293, 297–98

royal-name, 293, 296, 298

seal for central administration, 289

sealing function, 209, 291, 293, 296

tomb robbery, 252

Schmandt-Besserat, Denise, 38

scribal kits, 278

seal

administrative use, 85

adornment, 77, 78–79

as form of visual communication, 4

associated with female burials, 79

assumptions in the gendered use of, 55

bar, 135

borrowing, 105

cylinder, xxv–xxvii, 21, 30, 32, 36, 39, 68, 76, 81–

82, 95–97, 101–5, 107, 115, 130, 136, 160,

217, 230, 233–36, 272–73, 280, 328; amulet,

268–69; area of use, 96; Egypt, 261, 264–67,

276–77, 294; geographic and temporal

reach, 115–20; hieroglyphic text, 233; Iran,

26; Mesopotamia, 109; reach and limit of

authority, 115; recarved, 109; recarving,

98–99, 106, 110, 114, 121; replacement by

stamp seals, 123, 237

Egyptian hieroglyphic symbol, 231

Gouged Style, 27, 33

Jhukar type, 128, 136

Kassite, 119

later use and collecting of, 364–65

legal documents, 21

marking small-scale production, 61

production, 170

recarving. See recarving

residue of the actual trading activity, 22

Rhodian Hunt, 332

round, 136

Spectacle-Eye, 332

stamp, 15, 32, 120, 123, 133, 135, 146, 170, 188–

89, 230; appearance of, 190; area of use, 96;

circular, 216; Dilmun, 205; Egypt, 236, 238,

249; Minoan, 368; recarving, 99–100;

rectangular, 216; royal names, 306; square,

217; steatite, 168, 175; textual elements, 5;

use, 1; uses, commercial context, 21; value

to historical research, 3

seal imagery

administrative control, 6

elite status, 6, 8

for internal administratiive use, 19

Seal impression, definition, 259

Seal Impression Strata (SIS), 19–20, 22, 77

seal stone, 27, 98, 375

sealing practices

Egypt, Middle Kingdom, 308–10

Seals of Office, 273–74, 76, 286–87

Sed festival, 264

sedentary communities

relationships with nomadic groups, 59

sealing practices, 59

Seistan, 131, 142

Semenovian method, 16

Semna Dispatches, 310

Sened, King, 267

Sennacherib, King, 106

Senwosret III [Khakaure], 8, 239, 241, 247–49,

293

mortuary complex, 248–49, 253, 300

serpentine, 341, 360, 388

Sesebi, 321

Sexagesimal S numerical system, 46, 50

Shaft Grave period, 338

Shagarakti-Shuriash, 106

Shahdad, 26–30, 32

Shahr-i Sokhta, ix, 16, 24, 26, 32, 131–32, 142

Phase II, 24

Shalfak, 310

Shamaiatum, 106

Shamash, 88

Sharkalisharri, 83–84, 86, 90

Shikarpur, x

Shortughai, 130

Shuturul, 83

Sibri, 129, 136

signets, 307

silver, 33

Sind, 128–29, 136

Sitopotnia, 353

Śiva, 128, 141

Sklavokampo, 329

social media

seals as artifacts of, 10

Society for the Promotion of Learning, 358

Somnath, 136

Sopata Kouse seal, 358, 360, 367

Sopata Kouse tholos tomb, 356

Spectacle-Eye Group, Spectacle-Eye seals, 344, 352

Sphoungara, cemetary of, 388

spool

Middle Minoan, 356

stamps

institutional, 307

Standard of Ur, 72–73, 75

status markers, 344

steatite, 27, 33, 146, 336, 341, 348, 360

carving techniques, 190–91

description and use, 189–90

moulds, 223
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scarab material, 291

seals, 143, 167–68, 211

tablets, 137

Stein, Sir Aurel, 22

Stone Cone Mosaic Temple, 44

storage, 18

storeroom, 8, 16, 65–66, 220, 300, 307, 309, 313,

322–24, 331, 345, 347

Straits of Hormuz, 22

strata at Ur, 18

string-hole, 376

Šu-Mama, 90

Sumer, 69–78, 83, 94

Sumeria

term for seal, 103

Susa, 20, 27–28, 34, 38–39, 41–42, 49, 91, 217,

220

Gouged Style seals, 29

late Acropole levels 18-17, 41

Susiana, 49

Syria, 116

tablet

Akkadian, 84

copper, 147

Egyptian, 284

faience, 137, 146

molded, 146–47

sealed inscribed, 89–90

steatite, 137

terracotta, 137

Uruk, 41–42

without text, 89

talc–faience technological complex, 189

Talismanic class, 388–99

Talismanic-class stones, 387–99

Talismanic style, 390–93

Tar’am-Agade, 66

Tarakai Qila, 131

Tarkhanewala Dhera, 131

Tell al-Rimah, 98

Tell Banat, 62–63

Tell Beydar, 18

Tell Brak, 91–92, 94

Tell Edfu, 301

Tell el-Amarna, 102–3, 116, 243–44

Tell el-Dab’a, 300. See also Avaris

Tell Farkha, 270

Tell Iswid, 259, 270

Tell Jerablus Tahtani, 61–62

Tell Leilan, 64

Tell Mozan, 64, See also Urkesh

Area AK Royal Storerooms, 64, 66

Tell Sabi Abyad, 59

Tello, 90–92

Tepe Yahya/Yahya, 22, 26, 28

Thapar, B. K., 128

Thebes, 108, 117–20, 245–46, 331

Meketra, tomb of, 290–91

private tombs, 318

Thera [Santorini], 329, 338, 354

Thing Theory, 8

Thisbe Treasure, 359

Thoeris, 291, 296

tholos tomb (pl. tholoi), 4, 355

Thutmose III, Pharoah, 306

Thutmose IV, Pharoah, 317

mortuary complex, amphorae stamps, 317

Tiryns, 117

Tôd, treasure of, 103, 119

tomb

Mycenae, 352

robbery, 303–5, 307

sealing of, Egypt, 317–19

Tombos, xiii, 320

toolkit, 41

Tosi, Maurizio, 130, 142, 188

trade, 61, 122, 205

Bronze Age Crete, 389

Egypt, 265

Egypt–Palestine, 261

Gulf, 219

Tragana, 352

Transcultural Administrative Sealing System,

189

Trapeza Cave, 118

“Treasury-of-Abydos,” 249

Trigger, Bruce, 157

Tukulti-Ninurta I, King, 106, 119

Tupkish, King, 64

Turkmenistan, 32, 130

turquoise

source, 75

Tutankhamen, Pharoah, 307, 311–12, 317–19

Two-Pair contest scene, 86, 90–92

Ubaid period, 15

Late, 38

Terminal Ubaid, 38

Udaipur, 172

Udjat-eye, 237

Uesugi, Akinori, 130

Ugarit, 104, 106, 108, 114

U-j, tomb, 233, 260–61

Uluburun, xxvii, 9, 108, 343, 349

Umm an-Nar culture, 205

Umm el-Qa‘ab 259–62, 267, 269–70. See also

Abydos

Umma, 142

unicorn, Indus, 134, 137, 140, 143, 145, 149–50, 152,

158, 173

Uqnitum, Queen, 64

Ur, 22, 34, 207

cemetery, 67

site of, 73

Standard of, 72–73, 75

INDEX 467

www.cambridge.org/9781107194588
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-19458-8 — Seals and Sealing in the Ancient World
Edited by Marta Ameri , Sarah Kielt Costello , Gregg Jamison , Sarah Jarmer Scott 
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Ur (cont.)

traders, 23

Ur III period, 19, 102, 105

Urkesh [Tell Mozan], 64, 66

Uronarti, 293, 299, 309–10, 315, 319–20,

322

Ur-Suen, 90

Uruk, 24

Anu precinct, 39

commodity records, 43

context of administration, 52

Eanna precinct, 46, 48

Jamdet Nasr period, 60

Late period, 41–43

Limestone Temple, 46, 48

Middle period, 39–41

pre-Uruk and Early Uruk period, 37–39

Red Temple, 44

social control, 52

Stone Cone Mosaic Temple, 44

White Temple, 48

Vadodara, 129

Vallianou, Despoina Chatzi, 356

Vapheio Cup Group, 330

Vari, 120

Vase à la Cachette, 28

Vats, M. S., 128

Viannos, 357

vitreous materials, 118

Volos Archaeological Museum, 336

Von Pilgrim, C. 305

votive, 296, 365–66

Wadi el-Hudi, 342

Wah-Sut, 232, 248, 251, 254

waz-tuft motif, 373

Wegner, Josef, 303, 318

Weigall, Arthur, 311

Weingarten, Judith, 99, 120, 327–33, 397

Westenholz, Aage, 90

Western Asia, 128, 130, 137, 140

Wheeler, Sir Mortimer, 128

Winter, Irene, 87

wood (ebony)

seal material, 265

Woolley, Sir Leonard, 73–74

workshop, 168, 171, 183–85, 191, 348, 353, 395

Wright, Rita, 157, 170

writing, 350

origins of, 345

use of seals in the absence of, 34

written accounting, 323–24

Yahya, 28

Yakarum, King, 104, 108

Yale Babylonian Collection, 89

Yaz I culture, 136

Younger, John, 99, 101, 328, 330

Yule, Paul, 344

Zakros, 380

Kato Zakros, 99

Zakros sealings, 342

Zamena, 65
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Zimri-Lim, 106
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