
Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-18916-4 — Focus Groups for the Social Science Researcher
Jennifer Cyr 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Focus Groups for the Social Science Researcher

What is a focus group? Why do we use them? When should we use them?

When should we not?

Focus Groups for the Social Science Researcher provides a step-by-step guide

to undertaking focus groups, whether as a stand-alone method or alongside

other qualitative or quantitative methods. It recognizes the challenges that

focus groups encounter and provides tips to address them.

The book highlights three unique, interrelated characteristics of focus

groups. First, they are inherently social in form. Second, the data emerge

organically through conversation; they are emic in nature. Finally, focus

groups generate data at three levels of analysis: the individual, group, and

interactive level. The book builds from these three characteristics to explain

when focus groups can usefully be employed in different research designs. This

is an essential text for students and researchers looking for a concise and

accessible introduction to this important approach to data collection.

Jennifer Cyr is Associate Professor of Political Science and Latin American

Studies at the University of Arizona. She published The Fates of Political

Parties: Institutional Crisis, Continuity, and Change in Latin America

(Cambridge University Press, 2017), and has published in several journals,

including Comparative Political Studies, Comparative Politics, PS: Political

Science and Politics, Studies in Comparative International Development, and

Sociological Methods and Research. She is co-founder of the Southwest

Workshop on Mixed Methods Research and co-editor of Qualitative and

Multi-Method Research.
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Methods for Social Inquiry

Editors

Colin Elman, Syracuse University

Diana Kapiszewski, Georgetown University

James Mahoney, Northwestern University

The Methods for Social Inquiry series comprises compact texts offering practical

instructions for qualitative and multi-method research. Each book is accompanied by

pedagogical data and exercises.

The books in the series offer clear, straightforward, and concrete guidance for

teaching and using methods. While grounded in their relevant prescriptive logics, the

books focus on the “how-to” of the methods they discuss – the practical tasks that must

be undertaken to effectively employ them. The books should be useful for instruction at

both the advanced undergraduate and graduate levels.

The books are tightly integrated with digital content and online enhancements

through the Qualitative Data Repository (QDR). QDR is a new NSF-funded repository

housing digital data used in qualitative and multi-method social inquiry.

The pedagogical data (and related documentation) that accompany the books in the

series will be housed in QDR.
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