Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-18699-6 — The Afterlife of John Fitzgerald Kennedy
Michael J. Hogan

Frontmatter

More Information

The Afterlife of John Fitzgerald Kennedy

In his new book, Michael J. Hogan, a leading historian of the American
presidency, offers a new perspective on John F. Kennedy, as seen not
from his life and times but from his afterlife in American memory.
The Afterlife of Jobn Fitzgerald Kennedy considers how Kennedy con-
structed a popular image of himself, in effect, a brand, as he played
the part of president on the White House stage. The cultural trauma
brought on by his assassination further burnished that image and began
the process of transporting Kennedy from history to memory. Hogan
shows how Jacqueline Kennedy, as the chief guardian of her husband’s
memory, devoted herself to embedding the image of the slain president
in the collective memory of the nation, evident in the many physical
and literary monuments dedicated to his memory. Regardless of crit-
ics, most Americans continue to see Kennedy as his wife wanted him
remembered: the charming war hero, the loving husband and father,
and the peacemaker and progressive leader who inspired confidence
and hope in the American people.

Michael ]. Hogan is Distinguished Professor of History at the
University of Illinois, Springfield, and Emeritus Professor of History at
Ohio State University. Past president of the Society for Historians of
American Foreign Relations, Hogan served for fifteen years as editor
of Diplomatic History, the journal of record for scholars of American
foreign relations and national security studies. He is the author and
editor of ten books, notably his prize-winning history The Marshall
Plan: America, Britain and the Reconstruction of Western Europe,
1947-1952 (Cambridge University Press, 1987) and A Cross of Iron:
Harry S. Truman and the Origins of the National Security State,
1945-1954 (Cambridge University Press, 1998), his book on the ori-
gins of the national security state. He has written numerous essays
and articles in leading professional journals, including The American
Historical Review and The Journal of American History.
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To My Granddaughters, with Love
Cameron
Marley
Madigan
Jessica
Ella
Reese
Brady
Joie
Lillian
&

Eleanor

Tri na chéile a thogtar na caisléain
In our togetherness, castles are built
(Irish Proverb)

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107186996
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-18699-6 — The Afterlife of John Fitzgerald Kennedy

Michael J. Hogan
Frontmatter
More Information

Contents

Acknowledgments page ix
List of Abbreviations xiii
1 The Afterlife of John Fitzgerald Kennedy: An Introduction 1
2 All the World’s a Stage: Constructing Kennedy 16
3 From History to Memory: Assassination and the Making of

a Sacred Symbol 49
4 Ritual and Remembrance: Cultural Trauma, Collective

Memory, and the Funeral of John Fitzgerald Kennedy 68
5 In Death There Is Life: Monuments of Paper and Pen 101
6 In Death There Is Life: Monuments of Glass, Steel, and Stone 128
7  The Memory Wars: Contesting Kennedy 156
8  Gone but Not Forgotten: History, Memory, and Nostalgia 197
Notes 231
Selected Bibliography 285
Index 307

vii

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107186996
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-18699-6 — The Afterlife of John Fitzgerald Kennedy
Michael J. Hogan

Frontmatter

More Information

Acknowledgments

I’'ve had more support than I deserved in writing this book. I’ve been
blessed with a patient family, including my wife, Virginia, who endured
my obsession with the Kennedys, read a good deal of the manuscript, and
offered helpful advice on how it might be improved. Similar assistance
came from Chris Zacher and Martha Garland, both friends from Ohio
State University, where I’'m an emeritus professor of history, and from
three research assistants: Jacob House, who spent a good deal of time
tracking down published sources, particularly magazine and newspaper
articles, which he photocopied for my use; Dr. Melissa Steinmetz, who
read every line of the manuscript, proofread the notes, and assembled the
bibliography; and Sarah Iler Pfeffer, who helped locate and identify the
photographs that appear in the following pages. I am also indebted to
two former colleagues and collaborators. Dr. Lisa Troyer saved me from
numerous computer problems and provided expert advice on research
strategies and sources, including some of the relevant literature in her
field of sociology. Professor Mary Ann Heiss of Kent State University
critiqued much of the manuscript, was incredibly helpful in locating pub-
lished sources, and aided my research at the Kennedy Library and the
National Archives.

I also want to thank my editor at Cambridge University Press, Deborah
Gershenowitz, and her editorial assistant, Kristina Deusch, for their help
in preparing the manuscript for publication. I am indebted as well to the
University of Illinois, which provided me with a home on the Springfield
campus, where I could teach online, and with substantial research support
throughout the project. That support covered almost all of my research

X

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107186996
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-18699-6 — The Afterlife of John Fitzgerald Kennedy
Michael J. Hogan

Frontmatter

More Information

X Acknowledgments

expenses, including the cost of three research assistants, and enabled me
to devote considerable time to research and writing. When it came to
gathering sources for this volume, I am grateful for help rendered by
the staff of the National Archives in Washington, DC, although my big-
gest debt in this regard is to the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library in
Boston. This acknowledgment may seem ironic, because the history told
here is often critical of the library administration. Nevertheless, I will be
the first to praise the archivists and staff who worked hard on my behalf,
not to open records still sealed, but to access those already available.
I also commend the Kennedy Library for digitizing its holdings, which
made my research much easier and much less expensive. A careful exam-
ination of my notes will show the reader how much I depended on these
records and how much help I had from the staff.

Thanks as well to Jessica C. E. Gienow-Hecht, a professor at the
Free University of Berlin, for guiding me to some of the most useful
literature in the field of theater and performance studies; to Professor
Emeritus Emily S. Rosenberg of the University of California, Irvine, who
reviewed an abstract for this project and whose work on Pearl Harbor
in American memory served as something of a model for my own book;
and to Professor Holly Kent of the University of Illinois, Springfield, who
endured more than one conversation on Jacqueline Kennedy’s wardrobe
and who led me to some of the best literature on the history and sociol-
ogy of fashion. Finally, I owe very special debts to Professors Edward
Linenthal of Indiana University and Robert Mason of the University of
Edinburgh, both of whom invested considerable time and energy in my
manuscript. Reviewing manuscripts for a university press can sometimes
be a thankless job. But to them I give “thanks” in abundance. This book
is better for their attention.

Although T have benefited from the work of many other scholars, the
list is far too long to acknowledge in this space. Instead, I urge the reader
to peruse my notes, where I try to express the debt I owe to each of them.
I am especially grateful for the many works in history, sociology, and
cultural studies dealing with memory and nostalgia, collective cultural
trauma, and performance in the theater of everyday life. The authors of
these impressive works have helped me organize my narrative and give
it meaning. This has been a difficult book to write, in large part because
it deals with a subject vastly different from anything I’ve tackled before.
I chose the subject, and my approach to it, partly because they were new
to me, and therefore more challenging. Others will have to decide if I rose

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107186996
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-18699-6 — The Afterlife of John Fitzgerald Kennedy
Michael J. Hogan

Frontmatter

More Information

Acknowledgments xi

to the occasion, but if so, it is due in no small part to the guidance of
scholars far more able than I.

Finally, and most importantly, I express my appreciation and give
my love to my granddaughters. They will wonder why ’'m thanking
them. After all, the youngest is only three and none of them has read a
single word of this book or offered a single piece of advice. But like my
children, not to mention my own parents and siblings, they have given
me constant joy and a sense of purpose, both of which have added
meaning to my work and to my life. This book is dedicated to all ten
of them.

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107186996
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-18699-6 — The Afterlife of John Fitzgerald Kennedy

Michael J. Hogan
Frontmatter
More Information

AMSPP
CHPP
DFPPP
FPK

JBKOPP
JFKPOF
JFKWHP
JFKWHSF

OHC
RFKPSP

RSSPP
THWPP
WWPP

Abbreviations

Arthur M. Schlesinger Jr. Personal Papers, JFK Library
Chet Huntley Personal Papers, JFK Library

David F. Powers Personal Papers, JEK Library

Historical Studies Division, Historical Office, Bureau
of Public Affairs, Department of State, The Funeral of
President Kennedy and United States Government Actions,
November 22—25, 1963. Research Project no. 662, March
1967, DOS Record Number 1191001710094, Record
Series Lot 71D411, S/S Files, National Archives II, College
Park, MD

Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy Onassis Personal Papers,
JFK Library

Papers of John E. Kennedy, Presidential Papers, President’s
Office Files, JFK Library

Papers of John E Kennedy, Presidential Papers, White
House Photographs, JFK Library

Papers of John E Kennedy, Presidential Papers, White
House Social Files, JFK Library

Oral History Collection, JFK Library

Robert E Kennedy Papers, Senate Papers, Series: Corres-
pondence: Personal File, 1964-1968, JFK Library

R. Sargent Shriver Personal Papers, JFK Library
Theodore H. White Personal Papers, JFK Library
William Walton Personal Papers, JFK Library

X111

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107186996
www.cambridge.org

