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The aftermath of modern conflicts, deeply rooted in political, economic,
and social structures, leaves pervasive and often recurring legacies of
violence. Addressing past injustice is therefore fundamental not only for
societal well-being and peace but also for future conflict prevention.
In recent years, Truth and Reconciliation Commissions have become
important but contentious mechanisms for conflict resolution and
reconciliation. This book fills a significant gap, examining the impor-
tance of context within transitional justice and peace-building. It lays
out long-term and often unexpected indirect effects of formal and infor-
mal justice processes. Offering a novel conceptual understanding of
“procedural reconciliation” on the societal level, it features an in-
depth study of Commissions in Peru and Sierra Leone, providing
a critical analysis of the contribution and challenges facing transitional
justice in societies recovering from conflict. It will be of interest to
scholars and students of comparative politics, international relations,
human rights, and conflict studies.

Dr. Rebekka Friedman is Associate Professor in International Relations
in the Department of War Studies at King’s College London. Her
teaching and research focus on the intersection of transitional justice,
peace-building, reconciliation, memory, and gender. She is a former
editor of Millennium: Journal of International Studies.

www.cambridge.org/9781107185692
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-18569-2 — Competing Memories
Rebekka Friedman 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Competing Memories
Truth and Reconciliation in Sierra Leone

and Peru

Rebekka Friedman
King’s College London

www.cambridge.org/9781107185692
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-18569-2 — Competing Memories
Rebekka Friedman 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

4843/24, 2nd Floor, Ansari Road, Daryaganj, Delhi – 110002, India

79 Anson Road, #06–04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107185692

DOI: 10.1017/9781316874950

© Rebekka Friedman 2017

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2017

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Friedman, Rebekka, author.

Title: Competing memories : truth and reconciliation in Sierra Leone

and Peru / Rebekka Friedman.
Description: Cambridge, United Kingdom ; New York, NY : Cambridge

University Press, 2017. | Includes bibliographical references and index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2017000014 | ISBN 9781107185692 (hardback)
Subjects: LCSH:Truth commissions –Sierra Leone. |Truth commissions –Peru. |

Sierra Leone. Truth and Reconciliation Commission. | Peru. Comisión de la

Verdad y Reconciliación. | Reconciliation – Political aspects – Sierra Leone. |

Reconciliation – Political aspects – Peru. | Transitional justice – Sierra Leone. |
Transitional justice –Peru. | Sierra Leone –Politics and government – 1961– | Peru

– Politics and government – 2000– | BISAC: POLITICAL SCIENCE / General.

Classification: LCC DT516.826 .F75 2017 | DDC 966.4/0441–dc23

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2017000014

ISBN 978-1-107-18569-2 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party Internet Web sites referred to in this publication

and does not guarantee that any content on such Web sites is, or will remain,

accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781107185692
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-18569-2 — Competing Memories
Rebekka Friedman 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contents

List of Figures page viii
Acknowledgments ix
List of Abbreviations and Definitions xii

1 Justice and Reconciliation in Enduring Conflicts 1
Reconciliation in Protracted Social Conflicts 4

Procedural Reconciliation: Cumulative Repair and a Dynamic

Contextual Approach 8
Methods and Case Selection: Legacies of Violence and Agency

in Sierra Leone and Peru 13

Ways Forward and Outline of the Book 18

2 Contextual Variances, Transitional Justice,
and Peace-Building: A Historical Overview 21
Cautious Approaches: Regime Transitions in the Southern Cone 23

Global Involvement in Transitional Justice: Fact-Finding
and Didactic Truth Commissions 26

The South African Participatory TRC 29

Intrastate Conflicts and Conflict Transformation: Mixed-Method

TRCs 35
Conclusions 39

3 Procedural Reconciliation 41
Conceptualizing Reconciliation 43

Transformative Reconciliation 45

Shortcomings of Transformative Reconciliation 49

Procedural Reconciliation 53
Procedural Reconciliation as Agency-Based and Pragmatic 53

Procedural Reconciliation as a Generalized Societal Process 54

Procedural Reconciliation as Open Ended 58

Normative Foundations of Procedural Reconciliation 58
Restorative Justice 58

Integration and Spillover 61

Components of Procedural Reconciliation 64
Shared Norms and Discourses 64

Inclusivity and Pluralism 68

Conclusions 72

v

www.cambridge.org/9781107185692
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-18569-2 — Competing Memories
Rebekka Friedman 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

4 Underdevelopment, Peace-Building, and
Marginalization: The Establishment of a Restorative
Agenda in Sierra Leone 74
The Sierra Leonean Armed Conflict: 1991–2002 76

The Establishment of a Multipronged Transitional

Justice Approach 83
Context and Aims: Legitimizing a Restorative Agenda 87

Methodology 95

Reconciliation 97

Narrative 99
Testimony 101

Conclusions 103

5 Localism and Pragmatic Solidarity in Sierra Leone 106
Civic Trust, Pragmatic Solidarity, and a Crisis of Expectations 107

Civil Society, Community Reconciliation, and Localism 114

Navigating Agency: Individual Responsibility and Community
Reconciliation 121

Conclusions 126

6 The Shining Path and Political Violence:
The Establishment of a Punitive Human Rights–Based
Approach 128
History of the Conflict 129

The Establishment of a Multipronged Transitional Justice Approach 137

Historical Context and Aims: Advancing a Punitive Human Rights
Agenda 138

Procedures and Methodology 142

Reconciliation 144

Narrative 145
Testimonies 147

Conclusions 148

7 Memory Activism and the Politics of the Past 150
Political Violence and Civic Trust: Justice as a Precondition

for Reconciliation 151

Historical Memory and Solidarity 155
Civil Society and Memory Politics in Post-CVR Peru 159

Responsibility and Omissions: Reconciliation without Belligerents? 167

Conclusions 171

8 Conclusions: Context, Transformation, and Holism
in Transitional Justice 174
Transitional Justice as Contextually Bound 174

Procedural Reconciliation amid Ongoing Conflict 177
Implications of Procedural Reconciliation: Revisiting Holistic Justice 181

Conclusions 185

vi Contents

www.cambridge.org/9781107185692
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-18569-2 — Competing Memories
Rebekka Friedman 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Annex 1 Chronology of the Conflict in Sierra Leone 187
Annex 2 Chronology of the Conflict in Peru 189
Bibliography 191
Index 209

Contents vii

www.cambridge.org/9781107185692
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-18569-2 — Competing Memories
Rebekka Friedman 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Figures

5.1 War Memorial in Bomaru, Sierra Leone, commemorating the
victims of the RUF’s first attack in
the country on March 23, 1991. Photo taken by author in
July 2009. page 110

5.2 Grafton Village, Sierra Leone, with residents from the
Polio, War-Wounded, and Amputee Camps. Photo taken by
author in July 2009. The residents asked for the photo to be
taken to raise awareness to their isolation in the camps
and present plight. 111

7.1 Santuario de la Paz y Reconciliación (Memorial to
commemorate the murder of eight journalists and their guide
in Uchuraccay, Peru). Photo taken by author in October 2010. 161

7.2 Village women during a community event in Uchuraccay,
Peru, during a visit with COSMA. Photo taken by author in
October 2010. 166

viii

www.cambridge.org/9781107185692
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-18569-2 — Competing Memories
Rebekka Friedman 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Acknowledgments

I am deeply thankful for the many people who took an interest in my
research and encouragedmewhile working on this book. Thismanuscript
would not have been possible without their tremendous support.

I want to thank the colleagues, friends, and academics who supported
my research. First and foremost, I am deeply grateful to Chris Brown and
Kirsten Ainley for their continuous support and helpful guidance and
suggestions at every stage of this project. The LSE International Relations
Department provided a stimulating and supportive atmosphere and
funded my research. At the LSE, Mark Hoffman, Nicholas Sims, Jens
Meierhenrich, and Chris Alden were particularly helpful. The late
William Wechsler, Rex Brynen, Michael Brecher, and Jean-François
Drolet have been very supportive. Leslie Vinjamuri and Leigh Payne
provided helpful comments on an early version of this book. I also
thank two anonymous peer reviewers for their invaluable suggestions on
the draft manuscript.

The War Studies Department at King’s College London provided an
immensely stimulating and welcoming environment to complete this
manuscript. I am very grateful to Ned Lebow, Theo Ferrell, Mervyn
and Lola Frost, Natasha Kuhrt, Guglielmo Verdirame, Mike
Rainsborough, Vivienne Jabri, Claudia Aradau, Jan Willem Honig,
Rachel Kerr, Nicholas Michelson, James Gow, Christine Cheng, Mats
Berdal, Walter Ladwig, Frank Foley, Thomas Rid, Nicola Palmer, and
Jana Krause for their encouragement and support. A special thank you
goes to the students ofmyTransitional Justice and International Criminal
Law course whose enthusiasm and insights have been enriching and
inspiring. The War Crimes Research Group and Conflict, Security and
Development have provided a highly engaging intellectual home. I also
thank Jenna Marangoni, Paola Ferrero, John Gugiere, and Jasmine
Mitchell for their invaluable assistance with this manuscript. I am most
grateful to my CUP editor, John Haslam, my content manager, Neil
Ryan, and Puviarassy Kalieperumal for their helpful and thorough pre-
paration of this manuscript.

ix

www.cambridge.org/9781107185692
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-18569-2 — Competing Memories
Rebekka Friedman 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Many people in Sierra Leone and Peru welcomed me and actively
supported my research. In Freetown, I am grateful to the Human
Rights Commission and the Interreligious Council for providing access
to Truth and Reconciliation Commission material. The staff at Forum of
Conscience allowed me to travel with them and gave me unique insight
into community reconciliation in war-affected areas. Kieran Mitton,
Laura Martin, Jessica Lincoln, Gearoid Millar, and Saleem Vahidy pro-
vided valuable insights and support. I am especially grateful to Pel
Koroma and my late friend Coco Lakish.

In Lima, Salomón Lerner Febres and Rosemary Lerner Rizo Patron
supported my research and opened their home and archives to me.
The staff and researchers at El Instituto de Democracia y Derechos
Humanos de la Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú were very gener-
ous, particularly Rolando Ames Cobián, Félix Reátegui, and Orietta
Perez Barreto. I also thank Luis Rebaza-Soraluz at King’s College
London and the Bas family. It is with sadness that I thank the late Pilar
Coll Torrente for her generosity and interest and introducing me to
Shining Path and Movimiento Revolucionario Túpac Amaru women,
and the late Carlos Iván Degregori, whose scholarship informed my
research on the Shining Path and who insisted on going forward with
our meetings in Lima even when he was very ill.

In Ayacucho, Sister Anne Carbon provided immense support, hospi-
tality, and friendship. I thank the staff at La Comisión de SaludMental de
Ayacucho for allowing me to join them on trips to villages in Ayacucho
and their assistance with my research. I am especially indebted to Ruth
Moises and Juana García Blásquez and her family, for their valuable
insights and close friendship. Our conversations have shaped many of
my views and have stayed with me.

I am very grateful to my family for their assistance and enthusiasm.
I thank my father, Henry, particularly for his continuous support of this
project especially during difficult periods. I also want to acknowledge my
mother, Sabine; my cousin, Roy Benedek; and siblings, Jonah, Marcia,
Zohar, and Ascher, who read parts of the book and provided a kind yet
critical eye. I thank the Aiello-Johnson-Garlach family for their contin-
uous and generous interest and support, particularly my “adopted”
grandfather, the late George Garlach. I am also grateful to Flora and
Tony Jacobs, who invited me to stay with them on numerous occasions
and provided a home in London between field research. I am also grateful
to Benjamin Wolf, Clare McIntyre, Carmen Gayoso, Kristine Behm,
Tsetsi Kgama, Rahwa Fessehaye Caplan, Andrew Jillions, Kristine
Behm, Joseph Brown, Jenny Kagan Gelfand, Simone Datzberger, and
Kristin Annexstad for their comments on sections of this manuscript.

x Acknowledgments

www.cambridge.org/9781107185692
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-18569-2 — Competing Memories
Rebekka Friedman 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Lastly and most importantly, I am deeply touched by the warmth and
generosity of my interviewees in different parts of the world and from
many walks of life who invited me into their homes and communities and
enthusiastically and generously engaged with my research. Their faith in
the research project and encouragement offered tremendous inspiration.
I thank them for continuously reminding me of the significance of this
subject matter.

The remote village of Uchuraccay, Ayacucho, was deserted during Peru’s
decades of political violence, following severe attacks from the Shining
Path and military. At the right is the Santuario de la Paz y Reconciliación
(Sanctuary of Peace and Reconciliation), commemorating the attack on
eight journalists, mainly from the capital, and their guide on January 26,
1983. Although subject to high-level investigations, responsibility for the
attack remains disputed and many have criticized the little attention
generated by villagers’ experiences of violence before and since the attack.
Where women head many of the homes in the village, the photo signifies
resilience and hope in the women’s rebuilding of life and community. It
also highlights the politics of voice and representation, where residents of
the region remain isolated and struggle to navigate the difficult realities of
daily life. Photo taken by author in October 2010.

Acknowledgments xi

www.cambridge.org/9781107185692
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-18569-2 — Competing Memories
Rebekka Friedman 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Abbreviations and Definitions

Afectado Individual affected by political violence (Peru)
AFRC Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (Sierra

Leone)
ANC AfricanNational Congress (South African poli-

tical party)
ANFASEP Asociación Nacional de Familiares de

Secuestrados, Detenidos y Desaparecidos del
Perú (Organization in Ayacucho for relatives of
victims, Peru)

APC All People’s Congress (Political party, Sierra
Leone)

APRA Alianza Popular Revolucionaria Americana
(Political party, Peru)

Campesinos Peasants (Spanish)
CDCs Civil defense committees (Sierra Leone)
COSMA La Comisión de Salud Mental de Ayacucho

(Mental health organization in Ayacucho, set
up as a follow-up to the CVR’s mental health
reparations plan, Peru)

CVR Comisión de la Verdad y Reconciliación (Truth
and Reconciliation Commission, Peru)

DDR Disarmament, Demobilization, and
Reintegration

ECOMOG Economic Community of West African States
EPAF Equipo Peruano Antropológico Forénsico

(Forensic anthropology organization, Peru)
Fambul Tok Family Talk (Translated from Krio.

Community-level reconciliation project, run
by Forum of Conscience, Sierra Leone)

ICC International Criminal Court
ICTR International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda

xii

www.cambridge.org/9781107185692
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-18569-2 — Competing Memories
Rebekka Friedman 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

ICTY International Criminal Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia

IDEHPUCP El Instituto de Democracia y Derechos
Humanos de la Pontificia Universidad Católica
del Perú (Institute of Democracy and Human
Rights, Peru)

IPAC Instituto de Promoción Agropecuaria y
Comunal (Agrarian and development NGO,
Peru)

Kamajor Traditional Mende hunters (Sierra Leone)
La Colina Death squad made up of armed forces under

President Fujimori and National Intelligence
Director, Vladimiro Montesinos (Peru)

MOVADEF Movimiento Por Amnistía y Derechos
Fundamentales (Movement for Amnesty and
Fundamental Rights, Peru)

MRTA Movimiento Revolucionario Túpac Amaru
(Tupac Amaru Movement, Peru)

NACSA The National Commission for Social Action
(Reparations Commission, Sierra Leone)

NFHR National Forum for Human Rights (Sierra
Leone)

NGO Non-governmental organization
NPRC National Provisional Ruling Council
PUCP Pontificia Católica del Perú (Catholic

University, Peru)
Pueblos Jóvenes Shanty Towns (Peru)
Rondas Campesinas Peasant patrol groups (Peru)
RUF Revolutionary United Front (Sierra Leone)
Sendero Luminoso Shining Path (Peru)
SCSL Special Court for Sierra Leone
SLA Sierra Leone Army
SLPP Sierra Leone People’s Party
TRC Truth and Reconciliation Commission
UNSCH Universidad Nacional de San Cristóbal de

Huamanga

List of Abbreviations and Definitions xiii

www.cambridge.org/9781107185692
www.cambridge.org

