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WOMEN WANDERERS AND THE WRITING

OF MOBILITY, 1784–1814

In the last days of the Scandinavian journey that would become the
basis of her great post-Revolutionary travel book, Mary Wollstonecraft
wrote, “I am weary of travelling – yet seem to have no home – no
resting place to look to. – I am strangely cast off.” From this starting
point, Ingrid Horrocks reveals the significance of representations of
womenwanderers in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries,
particularly in the work of women writers. She follows gendered,
frequently reluctant wanderers beyond travel narratives into poetry,
gothic romances, and sentimental novels, and places them within
a long history of uses of the more traditional literary figure of the
male wanderer. Drawing out the relationship between mobility and
affect, and illuminating textual forms of wandering, Horrocks shows
how paying attention to the figure of the woman wanderer sheds new
light on women and travel and alters assumptions about mobility’s
connection with freedom.

ingrid horrocks completed a doctorate at Princeton University
before taking up a job in her native New Zealand. She has been a
Commonwealth Scholar, and in 2009 she was awarded a prestigious
Marsden Fast-Start Award by the Royal Society of New Zealand. She
is the author of a travel book as well as of articles published in journals
including Studies in Travel Writing, Studies in Romanticism, and ELH.
She is also the editor of an edition of Mary Wollstonecraft’s only
travel book, co-editor of an edition of Charlotte Smith’s poems, and
author of the pre-1840 chapter of a new History of New Zealand
Literature (2016).
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This series aims to foster the best new work in one of the most challenging fields
within English literary studies. From the early 1780s to the early 1830s
a formidable array of talented men and women took to literary composition,
not just in poetry, which some of them famously transformed, but in many
modes of writing. The expansion of publishing created new opportunities for
writers, and the political stakes of what they wrote were raised again by what
Wordsworth called those “great national events” that were “almost daily taking
place”: the French Revolution, the Napoleonic and American wars,
urbanization, industrialization, religious revival, an expanded empire abroad,
and the reform movement at home. This was an enormous ambition, even when
it pretended otherwise. The relations between science, philosophy, religion, and
literature were reworked in texts such as Frankenstein and Biographia Literaria;
gender relations in A Vindication of the Rights of Woman and Don Juan;
journalism by Cobbett and Hazlitt; poetic form, content, and style by the
Lake School and the Cockney School. Outside Shakespeare studies, probably
no body of writing has produced such a wealth of comment or done so much to
shape the responses of modern criticism. This indeed is the period that saw the
emergence of those notions of “literature” and of literary history, especially
national literary history, on which modern scholarship in English has been
founded.

The categories produced by Romanticism have also been challenged by recent
historicist arguments. The task of the series is to engage both with a challenging
corpus of Romantic writings and with the changing field of criticism they have helped
to shape. As with other literary series published by Cambridge, this one will represent
the work of both younger and more established scholars, on either side of the Atlantic
and elsewhere.

For a complete list of titles published, see end of book.
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