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see also knights

Caxton, William, Fayttes of Arms and of 

Chyvalrye (1490) 109

censorship in wartime 298, 426

‘centre of gravity’ concept (Clausewitz) 119

centurion 47, 476

century (Roman battlefield order) 47, 476
Chaeronea, battle of (338 bc) 40 map, 41

Chalabi, Ahmed, Iraqi exile 434
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457, 466

and China 470

Châlons, battle of (451) 66, 67, 68

Chamberlain, General Joshua, at 

Gettysburg 244 box

Chamberlain, Neville, British prime 

minister 335, 342

meeting with Hitler 335

ultimatum to Germany 336

Champagne offensive (1915) 300

Champlain, Samuel de, in Canada 147

Chancellorsville, battle of (1863) 244

chansons de geste 92

Chaplin, Edward, on Iraq 438

Chappe, Claude, semaphore 233

charge of Light Brigade (Balaclava) 236

Charlemagne, emperor of the West 73

Rhine–Danube canal project 76–77

Charles, archduke of Austria 212, 218

Charles I, king of England, Ireland and 

Scotland, navy 133

Charles II, king of England, Ireland and 

Scotland, and Louis XIV 178

Charles V, Holy Roman Emperor

battle of Pavia (1525) 155

empire 121 map

navy 128

size of army 109, 117

tercio (Spanish regiments) 158

Charles VI, Holy Roman Emperor 189

Charles VII, king of France 101

Compagnies d’ordonnance 109

Charles VIII, king of France 161, 169

Charles XII, king of Sweden 183

Charles the Bald, grandson of Charlemagne 74

Charles the Bold, duke of Burgundy 103, 109, 

155

army reforms 103

battle of Morat 103, 104 map

study of classical warfare 106, 109

Charles of Lorraine, Austrian general 193

Charles Martel, Carolingian king 73

Charleston, South Carolina 201

Charteris, Brigadier John 314

Chassepot, Antoine Alphonse, rifle 253
chasseur 477

financial strengths and weaknesses 468

and Israeli–Palestinian conflict 423

cohort (Roman battlefield order) 54–57, 477
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German final offensives 322
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century (Roman battlefield order) 47, 476

Chassepot, Antoine Alphonse, rifle 253
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Château Gaillard 90

Château-Thierry, battle of (1918) 321

Chattanooga, besieged (1863) 245

Chechen Wars (1993–6, 1999–2009) 417–419

Chelmsford, Frederic Thesiger, Lord, British 

general (zulu War) 263, 264

chemical weapons

poison gas (World War I) 289

sarin gas 451

in Syria 451

use by Saddam Hussein 416

Chemin des Dames, German attack 

(1918) 321

Cheonan (South Korean warship) 445

Cherbourg, besieged by Henry V (1415) 101

taken by Americans (1944) 375

chevauchée 99, 477

chevaux-de-frise (metal stakes) 243, 477

Chiang Kai-shek, Chinese leader 357

Chickamauga, battle of (1863) 245

Childeric, king of Franks 71

China

aggressive military tradition 469–470

Belt and Road Initiative 469

communist victory (1949) 394
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early gunpowder weapons 110

early imperial armies 455

financial strengths and weaknesses 468
and Korean War 392

Ming dynasty 126

modernization 467

post-war 389
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relations with Japan 271, 358

technology 468

as threat to West 467–470

use of naval guns 126

war with Germany (1941) 357

Christian Science Monitor 427

Christine de Pisan

Les Faits d’Armes et de Chevalerie (14th 

cent.) 109

on siege engines 111

Churchill, John

see Marlborough

Churchill, Winston 385, 495

and Dardanelles 302

on dreadnoughts (1909) 277

on fall of France 343

on Jellicoe 309

at Ladysmith 269

meeting with Roosevelt in Washington 360

and mobilization (1914) 285

at Omdurman 262

as prime minister (1940) 342

and ‘Statement on Atrocities’ (1943) 386

strategic view 361, 365

on World War I 275, 299

CIA (Central Intelligence Agency) 477

and Iraq 434

and Soviet Union 390

Cimbri 52

Citadel (Zitadelle: German offensive against 

Kursk salient, 1943) 373

civil wars

brutality in 462

civilian casualties 462

modern (from 1980s) 422–425, 462–463

problem of resolution 462–463

Roman 58

weaponry 462, 463

Civitavecchia, defensive bastions 116

Clark, Christopher, historian 288

Clark, Mark, US general (World War II) 368

Clausewitz, Carl von 179, 260

concept of ‘centre of gravity’ 119

and concept of decisive victory 5

ignored by German military leaders 275

on War 2, 275

US military and 413

Clemenceau, Georges, French prime 

minister 313, 324, 328

Clinton, Bill, US president

and Bosnia 420

and Israeli–Palestinian conflict 423
reluctance to commit US troops 417, 426

and Rwanda 417

and Somalia 417

Clinton, Sir Henry, British general (American 

War of Independence) 200, 201

Clive, Robert, East India Company 191

and Plassey 193, 196

Clos des Galées, Rouen, shipyard 105

Clovis, king of Franks 71, 74

cluster bomb 477
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Cohen, Eliot 467

cohort (Roman battlefield order) 54–57, 477
Colbert, Jean-Baptiste 175

Cold War 388, 390, 393, 409

end of 413, 416–417

Cole, USS, al-qaeda attack 428, 464

Collingwood, Cuthbert, British admiral at 

Trafalgar 223

Cologne, bombing of 370

colonial empires

Britain 190, 224–225

collapse of (after 1945) 388

and small wars 262

Columbus, Christopher 137, 138, 139

Comintern 477

commando unit 477

commercial advantage, and war 187

commissions, military officers 176, 204, 331, 
477

Committee of Public Safety (French 

Revolution) 207

communications 460

Morse code 233

radio 261

semaphore 233

telegraph 233, 234, 237

undersea telegraph cables 298

Compagnie des Indes 190, 196

Compagnies d’ordonnance 109
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World War I armistice 324

World War II armistice 343

computers 390, 460

and cyberwarfare 464, 465

Conant, James B., President of Harvard 

University 339

concentration camps

Boer War 269

Nazi 357, 377

trials of personnel 386, 387
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(1775) 199

Condé, prince de, French general (17th 

cent.) 178
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wars 423, 447
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Conrad von Hötzendorf, Franz, Austrian chief 

of staff (World War I) 296, 308

conscription 477

Napoleonic army 210
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Crusader sack of (1204) 82

siege of (670s) 75

use of heavy artilllery against (1453) 113

walls 62

Constantius, Roman emperor 68

Constitution, USS 224

Continental System (Napoleonic wars) 216

Coral Sea, naval battle (1942) 379

Corinth, Mississippi 243

‘corned’, gunpowder 112, 115, 477

Cornwallis, Charles, British general, and 

Carolinas campaign 201–202
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447 bc 26

Coronel, naval battle (1914) 299

Cortés, Hernán

and conquest of Tenochtitlan 140, 141, 146

and Tlaxcalans 141, 146

Courtrai (Kortrijk), battle of (1302) 97, 456

Coventry, HMS 411

Cowpens, battle of (1781) 202, 203

Crassus, Marcus Licinius, Roman general 49, 

57

Craterus, Macedonian general 45

Crazy Horse, Sioux chief 265

Crécy, battle of (1346) 99, 100, 113

Crete

Byzantine attack on Muslim forces 82

World War II 347, 348, 349

Crimea

Peter the Great’s war against Tatars 183

Russian occupation (2014) 452–453

World War II 362, 374

Crimean War (1854–6) 232–236 map 

Anglo-French supply system failure  

235, 236

casualties 235

telegraph 233

US ‘Military Commission to the theater of 

war in Europe’ (1855) 234, 236–237

Croatia, independence (1991) 419

Cromwell, Oliver, and Ireland 171, 424, 425

Cronje, Piet, Boer commander 269

Crook, George, US general, and Native 

Americans 265, 267

crossbows 85, 96, 100, 126, 138, 139, 141

Cruise missiles (self-propelled) 390, 477

Gulf War 414, 415

Crusader kingdoms 87

Crusades

First (1096–9) 87, 88

Fourth, sack of Constantinople (1204) 82

Cuba 400

Bay of Pigs 400

missile crisis (1962) 400

see also Guantánamo Bay

cuirassier 477

culverin 126, 477

Cunaxa, battle of (401 bc) 42

Custer, George Armstrong, and Sioux 265

Cuzco, siege of (1536–7) 143, 146, 150

cyberwarfare 464

Abkhazia and South Ossetia 446
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insurgency in (1950s) 462

Ottoman conquest of (1570–1) 129

Cyrus II, of Persia 42

Czechoslovakia, German invasion (1938–

9) 330, 335

D-Day

see Normandy landings

Daesh

see ISIS

Dahlbergh, Erik, count, Swedish engineer 

Daladier, Edouard, French premier 335, 337

d’Albarno, Montréal, knight 98

Damian of Tarsus, Muslim naval 

commander 82

Danewirke, earthen rampart in Denmark 76

Danish War (1864) 251

Danube, Napoleon and 212

Dar-es-Salaam, attack on US embassy 428, 464

Dardanelles 279

Allied attack (1915) 302–303

Darius I, Persian king 20, 22

Daun, Marshal Leopold von 194

Davenant, Charles, political economist 8

Davis, Jefferson, President of Confederate 

States of America 237, 238, 248, 249

and invasion of North 244

Davout, Marshal Louis-Nicolas 213, 214

‘deconfessionalization’ (late 17th cent.) 173

defence in depth 477

Ludendorff and 308, 312, 317

medieval 83, 87, 90

Roman 61, 66, 80

World War I 319, 322

World War II 368

Delafield, Major Richard, US commission in 
Crimea 237

Delbrück, Hans, military historian 278

Delium, battle of (424 bc) 18

Demosthenes, orator 34

Denain, battle of (1712) 185

Deng Xiaoping 467

Denmark

Danewirke 76

German invasion (1939) 338

war with Prussia (1864) 251

desertions 30, 108, 155

American Civil War 248

French Revolutionary Army 208

German (1918) 322

Devolution, War of (1667–8) 178

Diem, Ngo Dinh, South Vietnam 399

Dien Bien Phu, battle of (1954) 395 map, 396

Dieppe, raid (1942) 375

Dijon, defences (1417) 115

Dill, Sir John, on Roosevelt 360

Dinant, Belgium 

Dio Cassius, historian 59

Diocletian, Roman emperor 61, 66, 67

Dipaea, battle of (471 bc) 26

Directory (French Revolutionary 

government) 208

Disabled Soldiers, Act of Parliament 

(1593) 157

discipline 457

18th cent. 174, 188, 191, 198

in China 469

early modern 155, 163

Greek 3, 19–20

medieval 88, 108

modern threats to in West 467

Roman 61, 108

Western emphasis on 2–3, 5, 415, 454, 

457–458

see also drill

disease

treatment of soldiers 157

trenches 315

tuberculosis epidemic (Vienna) 324

typhus 362

Dithmarschen, battle of (1319) 98

Djerba, battle of (1560) 129

Dodecanese, seized by Italy (1911) 279

Dogger Bank, battle of (1915) 310

Dönitz, Karl, German admiral, and 

U-boats 369

for firearms 163, 165
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Dordrecht, Dutch capital ship 137

Dornberger, Walter, German general 6

Dorylaeum, battle of (1097) 88

Douhet, Giulio, The Command of the Air 

(1921) 331

Dowding, Hugh, RAF Fighter Command 332, 

344

dragoons 177, 477

Drake, Francis, attack on Santo Domingo 

(1585) 152

draught animals

see horses

Dreadnought, battleship (1906) 276, 277

Dreadnought, warship (1596) 132

Dresden, bombing of (1945) 377

drill 3, 188, 477

American Revolutionary militias 200

for firearms 163, 165
medieval cavalry use of Roman 68–69 box

Netherlands 163

drill manuals 163, 203

Drogheda, sack of (1649) 171

dromon, Byzantine warship 81, 477

drones, remote-controlled 431–432, 467

Duchesne, Denis, French general (World War 

I) 321

Dudley, Thomas, English colonial leader  

164

Dumouriez, Charles, French general 

(Revolutionary Wars) 207

Duncan, Adam, British admiral (French 

Revolutionary Wars) 221

Dunkirk 119

evacuation of BEF (1940) 342

Dupleix, Joseph, governor of French 

India 190, 191

Durán, Diego, history of conquest of 

Mexico 138

Dutch East India Company 137

Dutch Republic, French wars with 178, 208

Dutch Revolt (1566–1648) 119, 158, 161

Dutch warfare 163, 165

naval 132, 133, 134, 137

dynastic claims, as reason for war 169

Eagle Creek, battle of (1877) 267

earthworks, medieval military 76–77 box

East India Company 190–192

and control of India 196, 224–225

and wars with French in India 190

East Prussia, World War I 295, 296

Eastern Front

World War I 295–297, 300–302, 308–309

World War II 349–357, 373–374, 378
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challenge-and-response 457, 466

Chinese rejection of 468–469

threats to Western 466–467

of Western warfare 5–9, 454, 456–457

école supérieure de guerre (French War 
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Economist, The 429

economy

global growth (late 19th cent.) 260, 298

Great Depression 329

price revolution (early modern) 120

see also finance
Edict of Emancipation (Prussia, 1807) 219

Edict of Nantes, revoked (1685) 457

Edward I, king of England 6, 97

size of armies 92, 104

Edward II, king of England, and 

Bannockburn 98

Edward III, king of England 100, 104, 105

Egypt

Bronze Age 12

Italian advance on (1940) 345

military coup (2013) 447

Napoleon’s campaign 209

relations with Israel 406, 407

as Roman province 59

and Six Day War (1967) 406–407

and Suez Canal 262, 406

and Yom Kippur War (1973) 407–409

Eichmann, Adolf, trial 387

Einhard, chronicler 88

Einsatzgruppen 357
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Eisenhower, General Dwight D., US 

president 376, 393

and Normandy landings 375

and Vietnam 399

El Alamein, battle of (1942) 364, 365

Electric Boat Company, USA 364

electronic warfare 414, 464

elephants

armour (at Plassey) 193

military use of 45, 46

Elizabeth, empress of Russia 194

Elizabeth I, queen of England 157

Elizabeth Stuart, queen of Bohemia 169

Ellis, Hugh, British general, and tanks 315

Emancipation Proclamation (USA 1862) 241

England

economic rivalry with France 187

medieval

fortified towns 93
size of armies 92

use of longbow 97

and Viking invasions 78

war finance 8, 136
see also Great Britain

English Civil Wars (1642–8) 159, 169

English warfare 97, 99, 104

Eritrea 347, 422

ETA (Basque separatists) 441, 464

Ethiopia 347, 423

Italian annexation (1935) 333

‘ethnic cleansing’

Bosnia-Herzegovina 420

Kosovo 422

Eugene, prince of Savoy, Austrian general 

(18th cent.) 173, 185, 186

Eumenes, Macedonian general 45

Europe

and civilian view of power (early 20th 

cent.) 261, 274, 282, 290

expansion of power 136–137, 260

and Habsburg hegemony 122

period of peace (1871–1914) 260, 261

post-Napoleonic balance of power 231

see also West, the

European warfare

and acquisition of territory 169

changes (1815–71) 257, 258 box

and concept of decisive victory 5, 167, 282

continuity in military thinking 4–5

and discipline 2–3, 415

dynastic claims 169

eclecticism and adaptation 5–9

and mercantilism 187, 193–196

and religion 169

and rise of nationalism 198, 217, 226

and technology 2

transformation (early modern) 154

see also modern (Western) warfare

extermination camps (World War II) 357, 377
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general 5
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falconet 136, 477

Falkenhayn, Erich von, chief of German General 

Staff (World War I) 5, 285, 289, 308

and battle of attrition (Verdun) 304

and Eastern Front 300

and offensive in Flanders 294

and Serbia 302

Falkland Islands, World War I 299

Falklands War (1982) 409–412

Fall, Bernard 401

Fallujah, Iraq, Operation al-Fajr (2004) 442

fatwa (religious edict) 427, 428

Fauveau, Antoine, at Waterloo 218

Fayttes of Armes and of Chyvalrye (Caxton, 

1490) 109

federates, late Roman mercenaries 70

Ferdinand, prince of Bulgaria 279

feudal obligation 92, 107, 455

see also levies

fief 92, 477
Fighter Command 344

finance
China and 468

‘contributions’ from occupied 

populations 176

costs of war 7–9, 120, 454, 455

importance of credit 8, 189, 225, 455

modern global problems of 465–466

state and 107–108, 120

see also economy

Finland

ceded to Russia (1815) 231

and Germany 349

Soviet invasion (1939) 338

firearms 110, 155
arquebus 138, 139, 155, 476

and bayonets 177, 183, 476

carbines (rifled) 177, 476
drill and training 163, 165

early handguns 102, 113

machine guns 261, 479

mitrailleuse (first machine gun) 253
muskets 160, 162–166, 479

flintlock 177, 183, 477
matchlock 176, 479

rifled 233, 237, 480
smoothbore 204

pistols 479

rifles, bolt-action 261
breech-loading Martini-Henry 264

French chassepot 253, 477

Mauser 268

‘needlegun’ 237, 250, 479

standardization 160–161

use at Breitenfeld 166–167

volley fire 4, 163, 165, 461
see also ammunition; artillery

firestorm 477
Hamburg 370

First Carnatic War (1744–8) 190

Fisher, Admiral Sir John, British First Sea 

Lord (1904–10, 1914–15) 276

Five Forks, battle of (1865) 249

flak 477
Flanders

British campaign (1917) 313–315

German offensive (1914) 294

independence wars 96, 97

see also Netherlands

Fleurus, battle of (1794) 208

FLN (Front de Libération Nationale) 

(Algeria) 397, 477

Florence 79, 92

defences 116, 117

Florida, French settlements 139, 151

‘flower wars’, Aztecs 2, 477
Foch, Ferdinand, Allied supreme commander 

(1918) 320, 322, 324

fodder, for horses 167, 176

food

bread for French army 175 box

‘desiccated’ (bottled, preserved) 234, 237

provisioning 168

and water, on ships 127

foraging, French Revolutionary and 

Napoleonic Armies 212, 213 box

Forest, Jean de, in Guyana 148

Fornovo, battle of (1495) 161

Fort Donelson taken by Grant (1862) 241

Fort Douaumont battles (1916) 304

Fort Eben-émael, taken by Germans 

(1940) 340

Fort Henry, taken by Grant (1862) 241

Fort Vaux battles (1916) 305

fortifications
Alfred the Great 79

Americas 146, 151–152

Bronze Age 13

construction of 116

bastions 115, 116, 476

gunports 115

and gunpowder artillery 112, 115–117

keep 478

modifications 117
ramparts 117

redoubt 480

towers 115

trace italienne 476

Greece 

Henry the Fowler’s system of 80

Macedonian 45

medieval 89, 90–92

Roman 66, 78

Vauban’s fortresses 178, 207

see also artillery fortresses; castles; siege 

warfare

fortified cities 66, 70, 101
Caribbean 152

extension of walls 93

Merovingian 71

north Africa 72

France 78, 174, 389

1830 revolution 231

and Algerian War 396–398

alliance with Russia (1891) 276

and American War of Independence 

(1778) 200

in Americas 139, 147, 151, 224

and North America (Acadia) 185, 192

artillery fortresses 117, 119, 178, 207

and Austrian empire 182

Burgundian wars 102–103

and Congress of Vienna 231

and Continental System (Napoleon) 216

and Crimean War 232, 235

declaration of Third Republic (1870) 256

Directory (Revolutionary government) 208

imperial expansion 267

in India 191, 196

and Indo-China 267, 394, 396

Dien Bien Phu 395, 396

invasions of Spanish Netherlands 178, 185

and Iraq 432

peace terms after Franco-Prussian War 256

permanent armies 109

relations with Britain 187, 189, 277

relations with Holy Roman Empire  

121–122

relations with United States 394, 396, 401

Seven Years War 194

and Suez Crisis 397

support for Argentina (Falklands) 411

and Syria 451

first objectives 290

free-fire zone 477

adoption of bolt-action breech-loading rifle 

field supplies 178
financing of 175, 176

officer corps 175, 397

battlefield tactics 207

officer corps 205, 206

final counter-attacks 322, 323

Gaddafi, Muammar, Libyan dictator 447–448

Gates, Horatio, patriot officer (War of 

Gdańsk, war crimes trials 387
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flintlock 177, 183, 477

rifled 233, 237, 480
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volley fire 4, 163, 165, 461

firestorm 477

flak 477

‘flower wars’, Aztecs 2, 477

fortifications

modifications 117

fortified cities 66, 70, 101
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France (cont.)

World War I

first objectives 290
and German mobilization (1914) 285

government removal to Bordeaux 

(1914) 293, 324

Maginot Line 329, 479

World War II

fall of (1940) 339–343

and German invasion 340, 342 map

strategic bombing of 372

see also French army; French 

army, Napoleonic; French Army, 

Revolutionary; French army, World 

War I; French army, World War II

Francis I, king of France 155

Franco, Francisco, Spanish general and 

leader 333, 334 map, 462

Franco-Prussian War (1870–1) 253–256

Frankfurt-am-Main, Treaty of (1871) 256

Franklin, battle of (1864) 248

Franks 88

Franz Ferdinand, archduke 288

assassination 280

Franz Josef, Austro-Hungarian emperor 279, 280

Frederick I, king in Prussia 188

Frederick II the Great of Prussia 187–189

alliance with Britain 193

army of 188

and battle of Leuthen 193, 194

military dominance 194

and Silesia 189, 193, 215

War of the Austrian Succession 189

Frederick William, Elector of 

Brandenburg 187

Frederick William I, king of Prussia 188

Fredericksburg, battle of (1862) 241

free companies (late medieval Italy) 98, 107

free-fire zone 477
Free French forces, in Italy 368

French, Sir John, commander of British 

Expeditionary Force (1914–15) 300

French army

administrative control 174

adoption of bolt-action breech-loading rifle 
(1868) 253

and Algerian War 397

Capetian 86, 90

expansion (1912) 278

field supplies 178
financing of 175, 176

and Franco-Prussian War 253

infantry 176, 204

line vs column debate 203–204

medieval 99, 100

use of cavalry 99, 104

officer corps 175, 397
ordre mince, ordre alleass, ordre mixte 

formations 203–204, 479

reforms after Seven Years War 203–205

size 174

under Louis XIV 174, 176–178

bread provision 175, 178

French army, Napoleonic 209, 210–212–215

casualties 221

cavalry 211

combat divisions 211

corps organization 211

foraging 212, 213

Grande Armée 212–215

ordre mixte 210

size of 212, 221

universal conscription 210

French Army, Revolutionary 205–207, 208

battlefield tactics 207
levée en masse (1793) 205

National Guard 205

officer corps 205, 206
‘Representatives on Mission’ 206

volunteers 205

French army, World War I

advance into Alsace and Lorraine 291

battle doctrine 300

conditions (1917) 312–313

final counter-attacks 322, 323
importance of morale 300

mutiny (1917) 313

Pétain’s reforms (1917) 313

Plan XVII strategy 291

and Verdun 304–305

French army, World War II

and interwar doctrine 331

response to German invasion (1940) 341

surrender (1940) 343

French East India Company (Compagnie des 

Indes) 190, 196

French navy 135, 221

British destruction (1940) 343

late 17th cent. 134

French Revolution 205, 455

and nationalism 198

see also French Army, Revolutionary

French Revolutionary War 207–208

British naval power 221–224

see also Napoleonic wars; French Army, 

Revolutionary

Friedensturm offensive (1918) 321

Friedland, battle of (1807) 210

frigates 135, 477

Fritsch, Werner von, commander-in-chief of 

German army (1933) 330
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