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GER ARD MANLEY HOPKINS AND  
THE POETRY OF RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE

This nuanced yet accessible study is the first to examine the range of 
religious experience imagined in Hopkins’s writing. By exploring the 
shifting way in which Hopkins imagines religious belief in individual 
history, Martin Dubois contests established views of his poetry as 
a unified project. Combining detailed close readings with extensive 
historical research, Dubois argues that the spiritual awareness man-
ifest in Hopkins’s poetry is varied and fluctuating, and that this is 
less a failure of his intellectual system than a sign of the experiential 
character of much of his poetry’s thought. Individual chapters focus 
on biblical language and prayer, as well as on the spiritual ideal seen 
in the figures of the soldier and the martyr, and on Hopkins’s ideas of 
death, judgement, heaven, and hell. Offering fresh interpretations of 
the major poems, this volume reveals a more diverse and exploratory 
poet than has been recognised.

martin dubois is Lecturer in Victorian Literature at Newcastle 
University.
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Nineteenth-century British literature and culture have been rich fields for 
interdisciplinary studies. Since the turn of the twentieth century, scholars 
and critics have tracked the intersections and tensions between Victorian 
literature and the visual arts, politics, social organization, economic life, 
technical innovations, scientific thought – in short, culture in its broad-
est sense. In recent years, theoretical challenges and historiographical shifts 
have unsettled the assumptions of previous scholarly synthesis and called 
into question the terms of older debates. Whereas the tendency in much 
past literary critical interpretation was to use the metaphor of culture as 
‘background’, feminist, Foucauldian, and other analyses have employed 
more dynamic models that raise questions of power and of circulation. Such 
developments have reanimated the field. This series aims to accommodate 
and promote the most interesting work being undertaken on the frontiers 
of the field of nineteenth-century literary studies: work which intersects 
fruitfully with other fields of study such as history, or literary theory, or the 
history of science. Comparative as well as interdisciplinary approaches are 
welcomed.

A complete list of titles published will be found at the end of the book.
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This book has been long in the writing, and many people have helped 
me on the way to its completion. I particularly wish to thank Catherine 
Phillips, whose wise and patient mentoring of my work has done much 
to improve it. Two other teachers have also been important influences: 
Francis O’Gorman, who supervised my first attempt to write on Hopkins 
and has offered good advice and encouragement ever since, and Matthew 
Bevis, who challenged and inspired me to think in new ways about poetry. 
I am very grateful to those who, at various stages, read and commented 
on different parts of this book: Kirstie Blair, Philip Endean, S.J., Eric 
Griffiths, Michael Hurley, Angela Leighton, Robbie McLaughlan, Joseph 
Pizza, Peter Riley, Michael Rossington, Summer Star, David Stewart, 
Kelsey Thornton, and the anonymous readers for Cambridge University 
Press. I am also indebted to Lesley Higgins for answering specific queries. 
I thank Matthew Campbell and James Williams for permission to cite 
unpublished conference papers, and Michael Hurley for allowing me to 
read and quote from forthcoming work in advance of publication. I appre-
ciate the advice given by Colin Kerr, who generously provided the cover 
image.

Much of the research for this book would not have been possible with-
out the assistance of archivists and librarians, and I would like to acknowl-
edge in particular the support given by Stephanie Plowman and her staff 
at the Foley Center Library, Gonzaga University, Spokane, Washington; 
Joseph Munitiz, S.J., at Campion Hall, Oxford; Damien Burke at the Irish 
Jesuit Archives, Dublin; Tom McCoog, S.J., and Anna Edwards at the 
Archive of the Jesuits in Britain, London; and Vicky Rowley, at Heythrop 
College Library, University of London.

An early version of Chapter 1 of this book appeared as an article pub-
lished in Victorian Poetry in 2012. Chapters 3 and 5 adapt several para-
graphs taken from my article ‘Hopkins and the Burden of Security’, which 
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appeared in Essays in Criticism in 2013. I thank the editors and publishers 
for permission to reproduce material from these articles.

I owe much to my family. My dad has been a constant source of encour-
agement. Joseph, Sebastian, and Felicity provided ample fun and distrac-
tion whenever I was in danger of becoming too absorbed in my work. My 
deepest thanks go to Anna, for her love and support.
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I have chosen to cite Hopkins’s poems from Norman MacKenzie’s 1990 
edition The Poetical Works of Gerard Manley Hopkins because it includes 
the largest number of Hopkins’s metrical marks of any edition as well as 
uncancelled variants in several of his poems. It is hereafter cited as PW. I 
have departed from the practice of this edition in two ways: first, in respect 
of caesurae, which are here marked by a double vertical bar (||) rather than 
a single vertical bar so that they can be differentiated from line breaks in 
in-text quotations; and second, in using line breaks to represent the struc-
tural divisions of the sonnet Hopkins indicated by braces in the left margin 
while he was in the process of drafting some later poems. I often com-
ment upon Hopkins’s metrical marks, but readers wanting further guid-
ance should consult MacKenzie’s detailed explanation in PW, lii–lix, or 
the notes given in Catherine Phillips’s edition, Gerard Manley Hopkins: The 
Major Works, rev. edn (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002), p. 307.

The new Collected Works of Gerard Manley Hopkins, being published in 
eight volumes by Oxford University Press under the general editorship of 
Lesley Higgins and Michael F. Suarez, S.J., will become the standard edi-
tion. So far five volumes have appeared: volumes i and ii, Correspondence, 
ed. by R. K. R. Thornton and Catherine Phillips (2013); volume iii, 
Diaries, Journals, and Notebooks, ed. by Lesley Higgins (2015); volume iv, 
Oxford Essays and Notes, ed. by Lesley Higgins (2006); and volume vii, The 
Dublin Notebook, ed. by Lesley Higgins and Michael F. Suarez, S.J. (2014). 
These are hereafter cited as CW. I have used the CW editions  wherever 
possible but otherwise rely on older editions (listed here). The CW  editions 
preserve cancelled words and other deletions in his prose writings; the 
transcription of the Dublin notebook also holds to Hopkins’s spacing. For 
clarity of text, these are only included when relevant to my argument.
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CW  The Collected Works of Gerard Manley Hopkins, ed. by 
Lesley Higgins and Michael Suarez, S.J. (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2006–)

EPM  The Early Poetic Manuscripts of Gerard Manley Hopkins in 
Facsimile, ed. by Norman H. MacKenzie (New York and 
London: Garland, 1989)

Gonzaga  Gerard Manley Hopkins Collection, Gonzaga University, 
Spokane, Washington

J&P  The Journals and Papers of Gerard Manley Hopkins, ed. by 
Humphry House and Graham Storey (London: Oxford 
University Press, 1959)

LPM  The Later Poetic Manuscripts of Gerard Manley Hopkins in 
Facsimile, ed. by Norman H. MacKenzie (New York and 
London: Garland, 1991)

MW  Gerard Manley Hopkins: The Major Works, ed. by Catherine 
Phillips (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002)

PW  The Poetical Works of Gerard Manley Hopkins, ed. by Norman 
H. MacKenzie (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1990)

S  The Sermons and Devotional Writings of Gerard Manley 
Hopkins, ed. by Christopher Devlin (London: Oxford 
University Press, 1959)
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