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The Cambridge Handbook of Violent Behavior and Aggression presents the current
state of knowledge related to the study of violent behaviors and aggression. An
important extension of the first Handbook published ten years ago, the second
edition maintains a distinctly cross-disciplinary focus by representing the newest
scholarship and insights from behavior genetics, cross-cultural comparative
psychology/criminology, evolutionary psychology, criminal justice, criminology,
human development, molecular genetics, neurosciences, psychology, prevention
and intervention sciences, psychiatry, psychopharmacology, public health, and
sociology. The Handbook is divided into introductory and overview chapters on
the study of violent behavior and aggression, followed by chapters on biosocial
bases, individual and interpersonal factors, contextual factors, and prevention
and intervention work and policy implications. It is an essential resource for
researchers, scholars, and graduate students across social and behavioral science
disciplines interested in the etiology, intervention, and prevention of violent
behavior and aggression.
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Introduction: The Cambridge Handbook
of Violent Behavior and Aggression

Alexander T. Vazsonyi, Daniel J. Flannery, and Matt DelLisi

The second edition of The Cambridge
Handbook of Violent Behavior and Aggre-
ssion represents an important extension
of the first Handbook, published ten
years ago. We believe we have been able
to compile the current state of the art
and state of our knowledge related to the
study of violent behavior and aggression.
As we did with the first edition, we main-
tain the distinctly cross-disciplinary
focus, represented by the newest schol-
arship and insights from behavior
genetics, cross-cultural comparative psy-
chology/criminology, evolutionary psy-
chology, criminal justice, criminology,
human development, molecular genetics,
neurosciences, psychology, prevention
and intervention sciences, psychiatry,
psychopharmacology, public health, and
sociology. We find that this feature is
paramount as our understanding of vio-
lent behavior and aggression is informed
by a multitude of efforts originating
from across all these areas of study and
disciplines.

Each editor brought to this Handbook
different and unique strengths, experiences,
and networks of colleagues, which proved
critical to being able to successfully recruit
the current panel of expert contributors.
We were quite fortunate to be able to add
Matt DeLisi to our editorial team — he
was essential in making the Handbook
what it is, in so many different ways. We

maintained a similar structure of the
Handbook, which is divided into (1) intro-
ductory and overview chapters on the
study of violent behavior and aggression;
(2) chapters focused on biosocial bases;
(3) individual and interpersonal factors;
(4) contextual factors; and finally, (5) a
section on “looking toward the future”
that includes four content chapters in
addition to a conclusion by the editors,
which examines prevention work, inter-
vention efforts, and policy implications
moving forward. We omitted a section we
had included in the first edition focused
on research methodology for studying
violent behavior in favor of adding new
content, in particular the research on bio-
logical bases of violence that has emerged
over the past decade, but also with insights
looking to the future, related to preven-
tion and intervention efforts. In addition
to an entirely new chapter content in a
number of contributions, including the
editors’ conclusion chapter, new chapters
were included on the molecular genetics
of aggression and violent crime, on
lessons learned from serial sex offenders
based on a backlog of sexual assault
kits, and on insights about the develop-
ment of aggression and violence over
the life-course, based on long-term lon-
gitudinal work from Finland. Each of
these contributions, from an internation-
ally renowned panel of experts in their

XV
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xvi Introduction

respective fields, contains important new
information.

We believe that the current Handbook
continues to differentiate itself from other
related work in the published literature and
to occupy a unique position in scholarship
focused on violent behavior and aggression,
by its particular cross-disciplinary focus, by
both an in-depth and focused treatment of
the study of violent behavior and aggression,
and by considering these behaviors across
the lifespan of human development, rather
than focusing on particular develop-
mental periods. In this sense, the current
Cambridge Handbook represents a unique
resource for researchers and scholars, but
also for graduate students across social and
behavioral science disciplines interested in
the study and etiology of violent behavior
and aggression.
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