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SEAMUS HEANEY IN CONTEXT

Few poets have captured the imagination of the world like Seamus
Heaney. Recognized as one of the truly outstanding poets of our
time, Heaney’s work is both critically acclaimed and popular with the
general reader. It is taught in classrooms across the globe and has
been translated into more than twenty-seven languages. Presenting
original research from an international field of scholars, Seamus
Heaney in Context offers new pathways to explore the places, times
and influences that made Heaney a poet. Drawing on newly available
archival and print sources, these essays situate Heaney in a multitude
of contexts that help readers navigate received ideas about his life and
work. In mapping intersecting themes in the current terrain of
Heaney criticism, this study also signposts new directions for under-
standing Heaney’s poetry in future contexts.

GERALDINE HIGGINS is Associate Professor of English and Director
of Irish Studies at Emory University in Atlanta, GA. Her publications
include works on Yeats and other Revival writers, Yeats and popular
culture, Brian Friel, and Seamus Heaney. She is the curator of the
National Library of Ireland’s acclaimed exhibition, ‘Seamus Heaney:
Listen Now Again’, open at the Bank of Ireland Cultural and
Heritage Centre in Dublin until 2023. A former director of the
W. B. Yeats Summer School in Sligo, Ireland, she was Emory’s
Massee-Martin/NEH distinguished teaching chair from 2015 to 2018.
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