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Panoramic view of Tres Picos on Robinson Crusoe Island, Juan Fernández Archipelago.
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Representative CONAF guides who have helped us on many research expeditions to the Juan
Fernández Archipelago. Left to right: Oscar Chamorro, Ramón Schiller, Guillermo Araya,
Esteban Charpentier, and Bernardo López.
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Preface

This book has derived from numerous research discussions and expeditions over
a period of more than 35 years, beginning in February of 1977. Tod F. Stuessy traveled
to Chile for research discussions with Mario Silva O., professor in the Department of
Botany of the Universidad de Concepción. The initial idea was to develop a joint
research project on patterns and processes of speciation in the genus Chaetanthera

(Mutisieae, Asteraceae) in the high Andes of southern South America. For a number
of practical reasons, it was decided to develop another cooperative research program
focused on the Juan Fernández (Robinson Crusoe) Islands, which belong to Chile. Silva
was enthusiastic, and the principal taxonomist in the Department of Botany, Professor
Clodomiro Marticorena, was also interested in a possible collaboration. A decision was
made to develop an evolutionarily oriented project in the archipelago.

From the outset, an important concept for our research in the islands was that it must
be internationally collaborative, involving Chilean botanists as well as those from the
United States, Europe, and elsewhere. We have viewed this project as a means not only
of advancing scientific understanding of the archipelago, justifiable enough in its own
right, but also as a mechanism for educational development on all sides. Three Ph.D.’s
have been completed in the project, two at The Ohio State University (Patricia Pacheco
and Hugo Valdebenito) and one at the Universidad de Concepción (Eduardo A. Ruiz,
who also spent research time at Ohio State). Five postdoctoral fellows have participated
(Carlos M. Baeza, Gabriel Bernardello, Patricio López-Sepúlveda, Roger Sanders, and
Ulf Swenson) plus dozens of students and technicians.

This book now complements several other recent volumes that, taken together, tell
much about the Juan Fernández Archipelago. Especially useful for overviews of the
islands and their history, culture, and people is the lavishly illustrated La Isla de

Robinson Crusoe by Patricio Arana (2010). A smaller book, but also useful, is Les îles
de Robinson by Philippe Danton et al. (1999), which provides a nice introduction and
overview of the islands. As for the flora of the archipelago, Philippe Danton and
collaborators have contributed an introduction to Wild Plants of Robinson Crusoe

Island (2004; trilingual, also in Spanish and French) and now the comprehensive
Monografía de las Plantas Vasculares del Archipiélago Juan Fernández, Chile

(Danton and Perrier 2017). Our new book builds on the taxonomic base of understanding
of plants of the archipelago by summarizing their evolution, biogeography, and con-
servation. With these combined new references, a new level of knowledge about the
islands and their fascinating plant life has been achieved.
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A note on figure citations in this book is in order. Black and white figures are
contained within each chapter, but all color figures have been placed between pages
108 and 109. These figures all carry the prefix “C,” for example, Fig. C1, Fig. C2, etc.,
and they are so cited throughout all chapters of the text.

On a personal level, we have found in these small islands a special world of wild and
human nature. People living in isolated corners of our planet tend to reach out easily to
visitors, and this is completely the case in the Juan Fernández Islands. We stress the
friendship offered by the CONAF guides, to whom we dedicate this book. This volume
belongs to them for making it all possible in the first place. We have profited immensely
from our involvement with these islands, and we hope that readers will also derive
inspiration from them.

xvi Preface
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