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PREFACE

In my perhaps biased opinion, the Pro Milone is Cicero’s best speech. And 
now that I’ve finished writing a commentary on it, well, I feel just about 
ready to start writing one. But life is short, and I’ve already spent more 
time thinking about this speech than Cicero himself ever did. So: manum 
de tabula!

My goal in this book is to help students and scholars understand the Pro 
Milone both as a literary masterpiece and as a historical document. Much 
of the commentary is an attempt to build a bridge between what we know 
today and what Cicero’s contemporary audience would have known. Now 
this is ultimately an unbridgeable gap – Cicero’s contemporaries were 
native speakers of Latin who knew the people involved in the trial and 
had an intuitive grasp of the social and political background to the case, 
to say nothing of their shared cultural knowledge of Roman life and the 
Roman world more generally ca. 52 bc. Today we can only do our best to 
reconstruct that knowledge by diligent philology, careful historical work, 
and constant attention to Cicero’s rhetorical artistry. Our reconstruction 
will necessarily remain fragmentary and incomplete. But I don’t think we 
should despair: even if the gap between us and them is unbridgeable, we 
can still make a lot of progress, and the journey itself has much to offer.

I’ve tried to provide notes on whatever seemed likely to need or ben-
efit from explanation. The last full-scale English commentary on the Pro 
Milone was published 126 years ago, and while I doubt we’ll have to wait 
that long for the next, I’ve attempted to write for a variety of possible 
audiences. Different readers will of course have very different needs and 
desires – and different people use commentaries for very different pur-
poses – and so everyone will make their own selection of which notes 
to consult. Readers are good at skipping what they don’t need or what 
doesn’t interest them; I think that the much bigger danger is to fail some-
one who is looking to the commentary for help or further information on 
a particular point. While my own idiosyncratic interests will be clear, I’ve 
never consciously avoided a difficulty of any sort.

A commentary demands all kinds of knowledge from a commentator, 
and it’s a great way to find out just how little you know. Suffice it to say 
that no one is more conscious of my deficiencies than I. These would have 
been far more visible but for the extraordinary generosity of a number 
of scholars, some of whom I’ve never even met. Kathy Coleman gave me 
the idea to write this commentary in the first place; she and Tim Moore 
both read the specimen that I sent to the Press as part of the proposal. 
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x PREFACE

Michael Sharp at Cambridge University Press has provided sage guidance 
from before a single word of the commentary was even written. The series 
editors, Philip Hardie and Stephen Oakley, shepherded the commentary 
from first fumbling drafts through to completion, reading every word 
with meticulous care and attention. Iveta Adams has (again) been the best 
copy-editor I could imagine, improving almost every page of the manu-
script with her editorial acumen and sense of style. Bethany Johnson has 
skillfully guided the book through production, and Raymond Howard has 
my gratitude for serving as proofreader for the press. The manuscript was 
also read in whole or in substantial parts by Dominic Berry, Tony Corbeill, 
Bob Kaster, Cathy Keane, Gesine Manuwald, Bob Morstein-Marx, John 
Ramsey, and Jim Zetzel. These kind souls also answered follow-up ques-
tions (sometimes quite a few!) and provided useful guidance of all sorts. 
Many others generously answered individual questions or helped in other 
ways, including David Armstrong, Sean Dolan, Daniel Pettersson, Tim 
Moore (again), Luis Alejandro Salas, Jeff Tatum, and James Townshend. 
A graduate seminar at Washington University in St. Louis in fall 2018 let 
me think hard about the speech in the company of some wonderful stu-
dents, and a fellowship from the Center for the Humanities at the same 
institution let me finish a draft of the commentary in fall 2019. This bare 
list of names is scant acknowledgment of the enormous contribution that 
these scholars and friends have made to the commentary; they have been 
prodigal with their time and learning, and only those who saw my earlier 
drafts can understand how much they’ve been improved. The fact that 
mistakes and deficiencies remain in spite of such extraordinary help is 
only a testimony to the magnitude of the author’s aforementioned short-
comings, and they are of course his responsibility alone.

My greatest debt – to the best of wives, best of women – is inadequately 
acknowledged in the dedication. 
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Map 1 Latium. From CAH2 ix.188.
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xvi MAPS

Map 2 Rome in the late Republic. Underlining denotes later, imperial 
structures. From Ramsey 2003: xxvi–xxvii.
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xix

NOTE ON CONVENTIONS

Classical Latin authors and titles are abbreviated as in the OLD or more 
explicitly; later Latin authors, where necessary, generally as in the TLL. 
Cicero is abbreviated “C.”; references to C.’s works consist of an abbrevi-
ated title with no author. A reference preceded by § is to the Pro Milone, 
which is cited without further indication; when such a reference is fol-
lowed by an n., it indicates that the commentary contains a relevant note 
ad loc. (e.g.: “cf. §23n. ut aliquando ad causam crimenque ueniamus”; in such 
cross-references, longer lemmata are sometimes truncated). C.’s letters 
are cited by the vulgate numeration. Asconius is cited by page number of 
A. C. Clark’s Oxford Classical Text; the Scholia Bobiensia (Schol. Bob.) 
by page and line number of T. Stangl’s edition. Cassius Dio is abbreviated 
Dio; other Greek authors are abbreviated as in the Greek–English Lexicon 
of Liddell, Scott, and Jones. In the bibliography, modern periodicals are 
abbreviated as in L’Année Philologique with occasional slight modifications 
(e.g. AJP instead of AJPh), while “standard” commentaries (e.g. Austin 
ad Cael.) are not listed. Other abbreviations and references can be elu-
cidated by consulting the List of Abbreviations, Editions, Commentaries, 
and Translations, and the Works Cited.
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