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Alejandro de la Fuente and George Reid Andrews offer the first systematic,

book-length survey of the humanities and social sciences scholarship on

the exciting field of Afro-Latin American Studies. Organized by topic,

these essays synthesize and present the current state of knowledge on a

broad variety of topics, including Afro-Latin American music, religions,

literature, art history, political thought, social movements, legal history,

environmental history, and ideologies of racial inclusion. This volume

connects the region’s long history of slavery to the major political,

social, cultural, and economic developments of the last two centuries.

Written by leading scholars in each of those topics, the volume provides

an introduction to the field of Afro-Latin American Studies that is not

available from any other source and reflects the disciplinary and the-

matic richness of this emerging field.
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future. This volume is our reply to that need and our contribution to

the further consolidation and expansion of this field.

In May of 2015 we convened an “exploratory seminar” on Afro-Latin

American Studies with the generous support of the Radcliffe Institute for

Advanced Studies at Harvard University. Over a period of two days, a

stellar group of scholars presented their ideas on what such a volume

might cover. In addition to those colleagues who contributed essays to the

volume, we thank Rose-Marie Belle Antoine, Jaime Arocha, Aisha Beliso-

de Jesús, Sidney Chalhoub, Henry Louis Gates, Jr., Michael Hanchard,

Marial Iglesias Utset, Márcia Lima, Bárbaro Martínez-Ruiz, Judith Mor-

rison, Rafael Guerreiro Osório, Rebecca Scott, and Edward Telles for

lending us their expertise and helping us think through the agenda for

the volume.

Over the next year and a half, contributors to the volume wrote initial

drafts of their essays and extensively revised those drafts. The group

then met in December 2016 in Cartagena, Colombia, to discuss final

revisions, taking advantage of our participation in the symposium,

“Después de Santiago 2000: El movimiento afrodescendiente y los
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estudios afrolatinoamericanos,” sponsored and organized by the Afro-

Latin American Research Institute at Harvard University and the

University of Cartagena.

From the very beginning of our work on this volume, and on the Afro-

Latin America Series of which the volume forms part, Deborah Gershe-

nowitz, our editor at Cambridge University Press, has been consistently

supportive in smoothing the way for a big and complex undertaking. We

hope that the final result repays her confidence in this project.

Although we did not know this at the outset, we could not possibly

have convened, and gone on to work with, a more knowledgeable,

conscientious, and thoroughly enjoyable group of contributors. Our

profound gratitude to you all, and let’s try to think of another project

to do together!
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