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KNOWLEDGE, TEXT AND PRACTICE IN
ANCIENT TECHNICAL WRITING

The relationship between theory and practice, between norms indi-
cated in a text and their extra-textual application, is one of the most
fascinating issues in the history and theory of science. Yet this aspect
has often been taken for granted and never explored in depth. The
essays contained in this volume provide a multi-layered and nuanced
discussion of this relationship as it emerges in ancient Greek and
Roman culture in a number of fields, such as agriculture, architec-
ture, the art of love, astronomy, ethics, mechanics, medicine and
pharmacology. The main focus is on the textuality of processes of
transmission of knowledge and its application in various fields. Given
that a text always contains complex and destabilizing aspects that
cannot be reduced to the specific subject matter it discusses, to what
extent can and do ancient texts support extra-textual applicability?
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Gerd Graßhoff

 Auctoritas in the Garden: Columella’s Poetic Strategy in
De re rustica  

Christiane Reitz

 The Generous Text: Animal Intuition, Human Knowledge
and Written Transmission in Pliny’s Books on Medicine 

Brooke Holmes

 From Descriptions to Acts: The Paradoxical Animals of the
Ancients from a Cognitive Perspective 

Pietro Li Causi

Index Locorum 

General Index 

www.cambridge.org/9781107169432
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-16943-2 — Knowledge, Text and Practice in Ancient Technical Writing
Edited by Marco Formisano , Philip van der Eijk 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Illustrations

. Diagram from W. Schmidt, ‘Herons von Alexandria
Druckwerke und Automatentheater’ in Heron Alexandrinus,
Opera, vol. i (Leipzig ),  (= S.) page 

. Diagram C© Joyce van Leeuwen 

. The Palk Strait : https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Palkstra%C%Fe 

. Ptolemy’s first reduction 

. Ptolemy’s triangle 

. Ptolemy’s reduction, Kory 
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