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Fractional Freedoms explores how thousands of slaves in colonial Peru
were able to secure their freedom, keep their families intact, negotiate
lower self-purchase prices, and arrange transfers of ownership by filing
legal claims. Through extensive archival research, Michelle McKinley
excavates the experiences of enslaved women whose historical foot-
print is barely visible in the official record. She complicates the way we
think about life under slavery and demonstrates the degree to which
slaves were able to exercise their own agency, despite being caught up
in the Atlantic slave trade. Enslaved women are situated as legal actors
who had overlapping identities as wives, mothers, mistresses, wet-
nurses and day-wage domestics, and these experiences within the urban
working environment are shown to condition their identities as slaves.
Although the outcomes of their lawsuits varied, Fractional Freedoms
demonstrates how enslaved women used channels of affection and inti-
macy to press for liberty and prevent the generational transmission of
enslavement to their children.

Michelle A. McKinley is the Bernard B. Kliks Professor of Law at the
University of Oregon Law School. She has published extensively on pub-
lic international law, globalization, and legal history, particularly the law
of slavery. McKinley has received fellowships from the American Council
of Learned Societies, the National Science Foundation, the National
Endowment for the Humanities, the American Philosophical Society, the
Newberry Library, and was fellow in residence at Princeton University’s
Law and Public Affairs program. She was awarded the Surrency Prize by
the American Society for Legal History, and the Lidia Parra Jahn award
for her article “Illicit Intimacies.”
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