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JOYCE’S DANTE

Joyce’s engagement with Dante is a crucial component of all of his
work. This title reconsiders the responses to Dante in Joyce’s work
from A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man to Finnegans Wake. It
presents that encounter as a historically complex and contextually
determined interaction reflecting the contested development of
Dante’s reputation, readership and textuality throughout the nine-
teenth century. This process produced a ‘Dante with a difference’,
a uniquely creative and unorthodox construction of the poet that
informed Joyce’s lifelong engagement with such works as the Viza
Nuova and the Commedia. Tracing the movement through Joyce’s
writing on exile as a mode of alienation and charting his growing
interest in ideas of community, Joyces Dante shows how awareness of
his changing reading of Dante can alter our understanding of one of
the Irish writer’s lasting thematic preoccupations.
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© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107167414
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-16741-4 — Joyce's Dante
James Robinson

Frontmatter

More Information

JOYCE’S DANTE
Exile, Memory, and Community

JAMES ROBINSON

§ CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781107167414
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-16741-4 — Joyce's Dante
James Robinson

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge cB2 88s, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, Ny 10006, usa
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia
314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi - 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107167414

© James Robinson 2016

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2016
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication data
Names: Robinson, James, 1984~ author.

Title: Joyce’s Dante : exile, memory, and community / James Robinson.
Description: New York : Cambridge University Press, 2016. |
Includes bibliographical references and index.

Identifiers: LcCN 2016021105 | 1SBN 9781107167414 (hardback)
Subjects: LcsH: Joyce, James, 1882—1941—Criticism and interpretation. |
Dante Alighieri, 1265-1321-Influence. | Exiles in literature. |
Memory in literature. | Community in literature. |
BISAC: LITERARY CRITICISM / European / English, Irish, Scottish, Welsh.
Classification: LcC PR6019.09 278484 2016 | DDC 823/.912—dc23
Lc record available at https://lcen.loc.gov/2016021105

ISBN 978-1-107-16741-4 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in
this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is,
or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107167414
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-16741-4 — Joyce's Dante
James Robinson

Frontmatter

More Information

For Zoé and for Nick

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781107167414
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-16741-4 — Joyce's Dante
James Robinson

Frontmatter

More Information

Contents

Acknowledgements
Note on Texts and Editions
Introduction

1 Uneasy Orthodoxy: Dante, the Jesuits and Joyce’s
First Reading

2 ‘Spiritual-heroic Refrigerating Apparatus’: The Exiles of
Dante in A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man and Exiles

3 The Poetics of Infernal Metamorphosis: Stephen’s
Representation in ‘Proteus’ and ‘Scylla and Charybdis’

4 The Mothering of Memory: ‘Circe’ and the Dantean Poetics
of Re-membering

s “The Flower that Stars the Day’: Issy, Dantean Femininity
and the Family as Community in Finnegans Wake

Epilogue

Bibliography
Index

vii

page viii
X

11

37

81

123

161

206

211
227

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781107167414
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-16741-4 — Joyce's Dante
James Robinson

Frontmatter

More Information

Acknowledgements

The Arts and Humanities Research Council supported the earliest stage of
my research through the grant of a Doctoral Award, and the Leverhulme
Trust have supported its completion through their award of an Early
Career Fellowship.

I am very thankful for the help and encouragement of teachers, col-
leagues and friends at the Universities of York, East Anglia and Durham,
most particularly John Nash, Tom Rutledge, Matt Taunton and Lawrence
Rainey. And I have been assisted throughout by the helpful staff of
Archbishop Marsh’s Library, the National Library of Ireland, the Bodleian
Library and the library of the Taylor Institution, Oxford.

My thanks are also due to my editor Ray Ryan, and to all the staff at
Cambridge University Press for their help throughout production. I would
also like to thank the anonymous readers for Cambridge University Press
whose comments and criticisms helped me write a much better book.

My friends and family — particularly my parents — have been a con-
stant source of support and encouragement throughout the many years
spent on this project, and I am very thankful for all their kindness and
understanding.

Piero Boitani, who examined my PhD thesis, has supported and
encouraged my work for many years and has proved himself an unflagging
writer of references.

Vicki Mahaffey co-supervised the earliest stages of this project, and
without her encouragement and kindness to a medievalist ‘lost in the
bush’ of Joyce Studies, I never would have found my way out again.

Derek Attridge took over co-supervision of my PhD at York, and has
been unfailingly kind, perceptive and supportive of my work and career
ever since. Without his advice, wisdom and continual encouragement
I would not have written this book.

viii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107167414
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-16741-4 — Joyce's Dante
James Robinson

Frontmatter

More Information

Acknowledgements ix

The debt of thanks that all who study Dante’s ‘modern afterlife’ owe to
Nick Havely is readily apparent from my bibliography, but my own debts
are far greater. Ever since he met a lapsed archaeologist entering in on the
‘cammino alto e silvestro’, Nick has been an inexhaustible source of kind-
ness, support, inspiration and help (not least in reading and comment-
ing on the whole of the manuscript of this book). I am deeply thankful
for his friendship, and hope that my dedication goes a small way towards
acknowledging the depths of my gratitude. I am also very grateful for the
unflagging support and encouragement of Cicely Palser Havely.

My final and deepest thanks are owed to my wife, Zoé Robinson,
who — along with our ‘pussens” Samwise — has been loving, understanding
and patient over many years.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107167414
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-16741-4 — Joyce's Dante
James Robinson

Frontmatter

More Information

Note on Texts and Editions

The following abbreviations and editions have been used throughout

the text:

D James Joyce, Dubliners, ed. Hans Walter Gabler with Walter
Heche (New York, 1993). References are to sequential
number of stor an(f ﬁne number.

E James Joyce, Exiles (Harmondsworth, 1973). References are to
page number.

FW James Joyce, Finnegans Wake (London, 1968). References are
to page and line number.

L James Joyce, Letters, ed. Stuart Gilbert and Richard Ellmann,

3 vols. (New York, 1957-1966). References are to volume
and page number.

oCcPwW James Joyce, Occasional, Critical, and Political Writing, ed.
Kevin Barry (Oxford, 2000). References are to page
number.

P James Joyce, A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man, ed. Hans
Walter Gabler with Walter Heche (New York, 1993).
References are to chapter number and line number.

SH James JO{CC, Stephen Hero, ed. Theodore Spencer, John

J. Slocum and Herbert Cahoon (London, 1977).
References are to page number.

SL James Joyce, Selected Letters, ed. Richard Ellmann (London,
1975). References are to page number.

U James Joyce, Ulysses: The Corrected Text, ed. Hans Walter Gabler

with Wolthard Steppe and Claus Melchior (London,

1986). References are to episode and line number.

7y Richard Ellmann, James Joyce, revised edition (Oxford, 1982).
References are to page number.
Conv. Dante Alighieri, Zuztte le opere di Dante Alighieri, ed.

Edward Moore (Oxford, 1894), 235-338. English
translations of 7he Convivio are taken from

Dante Alighieri, 7he Convivio, trans. Richard Lansing,
http://dante.ilt.columbia.edu/books/convivi. References
are to book, chapter and sentence number.

X

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107167414
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-16741-4 — Joyce's Dante
James Robinson

Frontmatter

More Information

Note on Texts and Editions xi

Inf- Dante Alighieri, La Divina Commedia di Dante Alighieri con
note tratte dai migliori commenti, ed. Eugenio Camerini
(Milan, 1904). English translations of the /nferno are
taken from Dante Alighieri, 7he Divine Comedy of
Dante Alighieri, vol. 1, Inferno, ed. and trans. Robert
M. Durling (Oxford, 1996). References are to canto and
line number.

Par. Dante Alighieri, La Divina Commedia di Dante Alighieri con
note tratte dai migliori commenti, ed. Eugenio Camerini
(Milan, 1904). English translations of the Paradiso are
taken from Dante Alighieri, 7he Divine Comedy of
Dante Alighieri, vol. 3, Paradiso, ed. and trans. Robert
M. Durling (Oxford, 2011). References are to canto and
line number.

Purg. Dante Alighieri, La Divina Commedia di Dante Alighieri con
note tratte dai migliori commenti, ed. Eugenio Camerini
(Milan, 1904). English translations of the Purgarorio
are taken from Dante Alighieri, 7he Divine Comedy of
Dante Alighieri, vol. 2, Purgatorio, ed. and trans. Robert
M. Durling (Oxford, 2003). References are to canto and
line number.

VN Dante Alighieri, La Vita Nova di Dante Alighieri illustrata
dei quadyi di Dante Gabriele Rossetti. ed. Marco de
Rubris (Turin: Societa Tipografica-Editrice Nazionale,
1911). English translations of the Vita Nuova are taken
from Dante Alighieri, Vita Nuova, trans. Mark Musa
(Oxford, 1999). References are to chapter and sentence
number.

All other quotations from Dante’s works are taken from Dante Alighieri,
Tutte le opere di Dante Alighieri, ed. Edward Moore (Oxford, 1894).
Translations of poetry are taken from Dante Alighieri, Dantes Lyric Poetry,
ed. and trans. Kenelm Foster and Patrick Boyde, 2 vols. (Oxford, 1967).
References are to Moore’s lyric and line numbering. Translations of let-
ters are taken from Dante Alighieri, Dantis Alagherii Epistolae: The Letters
of Dante, ed. and trans. Paget Toynbee (Oxford, 1920). References are to
Moore’s numbering of the letters and line number.

All further translations from Italian are my own, unless otherwise
stated.
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