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In this major new study, the history of the French and British trading
empires in the early modern Mediterranean is used as a setting to test
a new approach to the history of ignorance: how can we understand the
very act of ignoring — in political, economic, religious, cultural and
scientific communication — as a fundamental trigger that sets knowledge
in motion? Zwierlein explores whether the Scientific Revolution between
1650 and 1750 can be understood as just one of what were in fact many
simultaneous epistemic movements and considers the role of the European
empires in this phenomenon. Deconstructing central categories like the
mercantilist “national,” the exchange of “confessions” between Western
and Eastern Christians and the bridging of cultural gaps between European
and Ottoman subjects, Zwierlein argues that understanding what was not
known by historical agents can be just as important as the history of
knowledge itself.
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Note on Conventions

Seventeenth- and eighteenth-century French has been cautiously
modernized following the rules given by Bernard Barbiche (theleme
.enc.sorbonne.fr/cours/edition_epoque_moderne/edition_des_textes).
For English, German, Italian and Latin, no modernization has been
adopted, but abbreviations have been tacitly dissolved and Latin u/v
have been standardized as vowels or consonants, respectively.
Accentuation and Aspiration of Greek has been standardized if missing
in the sources. The rare Arabic and Ottoman names and book titles
have been transliterated following the rules of the International Journal
of Middle East Studies, but with some exceptions concerning names
returning very often and which were already familiar and westernized
in early modern times, such as Abulfeda instead of Abi’l-fida. Different
spelling and transliterations in titles of literature cited have been kept.
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