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AMERICAN LITERATURE IN TRANSITION,

1960– 1970

The decade of the 1960s has come to occupy a uniquely seductive
place in both the popular and the historical imagination. While few
might disagree that it was a transformative period, the United States
remains divided on the question of whether the changes that occurred
were for the better or for the worse. Some see it as a decade when
people became more free; others as a time when people became more
lost. American Literature in Transition, 1960–1970 provides the latest
scholarship on this time of fateful turning, as seen through the eyes of
writers as various as Toni Morrison, Gary Snyder, Michael Herr,
Amiri Baraka, Joan Didion, Louis Chu, John Rechy, and Gwendolyn
Brooks. This collection of essays by twenty-five scholars offers analysis
and explication of the culture wars surrounding the period and
explores the enduring testimonies left behind by its literature.

david wyatt is an authority on the literature and history of the
American 1960s. His first book on the subject, Out of the Sixties:
Storytelling and the Vietnam Generation, focused on the careers of ten
writer-artists born between Pearl Harbor and Ike’s election and
included chapters on Bruce Springsteen, Sam Shepard, Alice
Walker, and Louise Glück. In 2015, he published When America
Turned: Reckoning with 1968, a riveting narrative of the events of
that fateful year.
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american literature in transition

American Literature in Transition captures the dynamic energies transmitted
across the twentieth- and twenty-first-century American literary landscapes.
Revisionary and authoritative, the series offers a comprehensive new overview of
the established literary landmarks that constitute American literary life. Ambitious
in scope and depth and accommodating new critical perspectives and approaches,
this series captures the dynamic energies and ongoing change in twentieth- and
twenty-first-century American literature. These are decades of transition but also
periods of epochal upheaval. These decades – the Jazz Age, the Great Depression,
the Cold War, the sixties, 9/11 – are turning points of real significance. But in
a tumultuous century, these terms canmask deeper structural changes. Each one of
these books challenges in different ways the dominant approaches to a period of
literature by shifting the focus from what happened to understanding how and
why it happened. They elucidate the multifaceted interaction between the social
and literary fields and capture that era’s place in the incremental evolution of
American literature up to the present moment. Taken together, this series of books
constitutes a new kind of literary history in a century of intense cultural and
literary creation, a century of liberation and also of immense destruction too.
As a revisionary project grounded in preexisting debates, American Literature in
Transition offers an unprecedented analysis of the American literary experience

Books in the Series

American Literature in Transition, 1910–1920 edited by Mark W. van Wienen

American Literature in Transition, 1920–1930 edited by Ichiro Takayoshi

American Literature in Transition, 1930–1940 edited by Ichiro Takayoshi

American Literature in Transition, 1940–1950 edited by Christopher Vials

American Literature in Transition, 1950–1960 edited by Steven Belletto

American Literature in Transition, 1960–1970 edited by David Wyatt

American Literature in Transition, 1970–1980 edited by Kirk Curnutt

American Literature in Transition, 1980–1990 edited by Quentin Miller

American Literature in Transition, 1990–2000 edited by Stephen J. Burn

American Literature in Transition, 2000–2010 edited by Rachel Greenwald Smith
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