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Salafism in Jordan

Since the events of 9/11, Salafism in the Middle East has often been
perceived as fixed, rigid and even violent, but this assumption overlooks
the quietist ideology that characterises many Salafi movements.
Through an exploration of Salafism in Jordan, Joas Wagemakers pre-
sents the diversity among quietist Salafis on a range of ideological and
political issues, particularly their relationship with the state. He
expounds a detailed analysis of Salafism as a whole, whilst also showing
how and why quietist Salafism in Jordan – through ideological tenden-
cies, foreign developments, internal conflicts, regime-involvement,
theological challenges and regional turmoil – transformed from an inde-
pendent movement into a politically domesticated one.
Essential for graduate students and academic researchers interested in

Middle Eastern politics and Salafism, this major contribution to the
study of Salafism debunks stereotypes and offers insight into the devel-
opment of a trend that still remains a mystery to many.

Joas Wagemakers is an assistant professor of Islamic and Arabic Studies
at Utrecht University in the Netherlands. His research focusses mainly
on Salafism and particularly Salafi ideology; the Muslim Brotherhood;
citizenship, women’s rights and rights of the Shi’a in Saudi Arabia; and
Hamas. He has published many chapters and articles in this field as well
as several books, including:AQuietist Jihadi: The Ideology and Influence of

Abu Muhammad al-Maqdisi (Cambridge University Press, 2012),
Salafisme (2014; co-authored with Martijn de Koning and Carmen
Becker); and Islam in verandering: Vroomheid en vertier onder moslims

binnen en buiten Nederland (2015; co-edited with Martijn de Koning).
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Preface

During one of my fieldwork trips to Jordan in January 2013, I was reading
Andrew Shryock’s great book Nationalism and the Genealogical

Imagination, which deals with the war of words between the Jordanian
ʿAbbad and ʿAdwan tribes, the rivalry between two historians from those
tribes and their obsession with roots and ideology. During the same
period, I was also interviewing Salafis about conflicts between two oppos-
ing Salafi camps in Jordan, who are ideologically close but nevertheless on
very bad terms with one another. These conflicts concentrated specifi-
cally on two men who we will get to know much better in the pages to
come and who are both very keen on stressing their ties to their deceased
shaykh.

Shryock’s book, though about a very different subject than this
one focusses on, at one point seemed to intertwine with my interviews
since they both dealt with a similar conflict. During the day, I would
interview Salafis about their disputes while reading about tribal
disputes at night. This was an interesting experience, although it also
points to one of the biggest difficulties in my research: untangling the
numerous accusations levelled against Jordanian Salafis by other
Jordanian Salafis. Though virtually always friendly and hospitable to
me, they were often quite hostile towards their “opponents” in these
conflicts, which sometimes made me feel rather uncomfortable during
interviews.

It would, however, be wrong to characterise Salafism in Jordan
solely on the basis of internal conflicts. My interest in the subject
was first coined during my research for a previous book on the
Jordanian radical scholar Abu Muhammad al-Maqdisi. Through this
experience, I got to know Jordan quite well and liked it a lot. Not
only was the subject of Salafism in the kingdom wide open from an
academic point of view, but the great hospitality of the people, their
friendly demeanour and my large number of contacts there made me
want to go back. Although Salafis generally do not have a very good

vii
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reputation, I often found a friendliness and decency among them that
were quite striking to me. While Jordan and the Salafi community
there certainly have their problems, the nice way I was invited into
countless homes and offices is one reason why I hope this book does
justice to the Salafism it describes.

viii Preface
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Note on Transliteration, Names and Dates

The system of transliteration used in this book is the one used by the
International Journal of Middle East Studies (IJMES). I have, however, also
decided to make a distinction in transliteration that IJMES does not
make: the Arabic alif maqs

˙
ūra is transliterated as “-á” to distinguish it

from a tāʾ marbūt
˙
a (“-a”) and an alif t

˙
awı̄la (“-ā”). Furthermore, I have

transliterated common words (like Qurʾan/Qurʾān), names and titles of
books in the footnotes but not in the text itself. Finally, some words, such
as h
˙
adı̄th, have not been given their accurate Arabic plural forms (ah

˙
ādı̄th)

but a simplified English one (h
˙
adı̄ths).

Jordanians have a tendency to drop certain parts of names for reasons of
convenience. A prominent Jordanian Salafi shaykh called Muhammad
b. Musa Al Nasr, for example, is generally known as Muhammad Musa
Nasr. When referring to him and others in footnotes and the bibliography,
Iwill use their full names, but themorepopularuseofnames is adopted in the
actual text of this book. Salafi shaykhs also tend to be known under different
names, depending on how many of their forefathers they choose to include,
for example, whichmay also differ from occasion to occasion. The full name
of prominent Jordanian Salafi shaykh ʿAli al-Halabi, for instance, is Abu
l-Harith ʿAli b. Hasan b. ʿAli b. ʿAbd al-Hamid al-Halabi al-Athari, parts of
whichhedropsor adds in articles or oncovers of books. I havedecided togive
these names as mentioned in the article or book in the footnotes, sometimes
with a few added elements to make themmore consistent with other uses of
the same name, but to blend them all into one name in the bibliography.

Finally, although Jordanians commonly use the Christian calendar, many
Salafi publications mentioned in the footnotes use only the Islamic date of
publication (i.e., by referring to Islamic months and years anno hegirae).
I have decided not only to mention these for easier reference to the original,
but also to include the corresponding Christian dates in square brackets for
reasons of clarity. These dates were converted using a website linked to the
Institute of Oriental Studies at Zurich University in Switzerland.1

1 This website can be found at www.oriold.uzh.ch/static/hegira.html (accessed 8 April 2015).
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