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The concern over rising state violence, above all in Latin America,
triggered an unprecedented turn to a global politics of human rights
in the 1970s. Patrick William Kelly argues that Latin America played
the most pivotal role in these sweeping changes, for it was both the
target of human rights advocacy and the site of a series of significant
developments for regional and global human rights politics. Drawing
on case studies of Brazil, Chile, and Argentina, Kelly examines the
crystallization of new understandings of sovereignty and social activism
based on individual human rights. Activists and politicians articulated a
new practice of human rights that blurred the borders of the nation-
state to endow an individual with a set of rights protected by interna-
tional law. Yet the rights revolution came at a cost: the Marxist critique
of US imperialism and global capitalism was slowly supplanted by the
minimalist plea not to be tortured.

PATRICK WILLIAM KELLY is a Postdoctoral Fellow at the Buffett
Institute for Global Studies at Northwestern University. He is currently
writing a global history of AIDS.
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This series showcases new scholarship exploring the backgrounds of human rights
today. With an open-ended chronology and international perspective, the series seeks
works attentive to the surprises and contingencies in the historical origins and legacies
of human rights ideals and interventions. Books in the series will focus not only on the
intellectual antecedents and foundations of human rights, but also on the incorpor-
ation of the concept by movements, nation-states, international governance, and
transnational law.

A full list of titles in the series can be found at:
www.cambridge.org/human-rights-history
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For my father, William, who once gave me a letter;

and for Terry, who once woke me up.
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Analytic social science fundamentally attempts to ‘demystify’
ideology in order to produce a critique that looks toward a more
just social order.
Dipesh Chakabarty, Provincializing Europe:
Postcolonial Thought and Historical Difference
(Princeton University Press, 2007)

It is not that we automatically have feelings for others because
they are human; it is because we have feelings about others that
they come to be seen as human.
Lynn Festa, “Humanity without Feathers,”
Humanity. vol. 1, no. 1 (2010), 7
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