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Preface

The realm of Neuropathology is a special terrain in its own right,
compared to other Pathology fields such as general Autopsy or
Surgical Pathology. This is in part because of the unique (and
daunting!) complexity of the brain’s functional organization,
which is the core of our minds, personalities, and all of humanity.
Add to this complex terrain a fairly rapid shifting of the sandswith
time (i.e., development). Even seasoned Pathologists may throw
up their hands in frustration! It is for these practitioners, trainees,
and interested colleagues who may not have had much exposure
to Perinatal Neuropathology that we decided to write this book.

Somany times, each of the authors have had the experience of
delivering a lecture on some topic in Perinatal Neuropathology,
and then having been besieged by attendees with specific, prac-
tical questions of “how to handle” certain cases, “how to report
perinatal findings”, and so on. We also have been continually
asked “what is normal” in the brain at different developmental
stages. To us, these questions have reflected a void in the avail-
able teaching resources, and it is our most sincere hope that this
book will, to some degree, begin to fill that void. We acknowl-
edge that this book is not a comprehensive “reference text”,

which every so often assumes the reader is already knowledge-
able about the subject matter before they even open the book,
but rather this is a practical guide to begin one’s understanding
of the more usually encountered perinatal case materials in
a hospital (and even a forensic) setting. We also acknowledge
the ever-accelerating pace of diagnosis of underlying genetic
variants, which plays a critical role in the phenotypes illustrated
here.We encourage our readers to seek readily available internet
sources, some of which are provided within the book, to further
refine their comprehension of specific disorders, as needed.
Thus, we consider this text but a “starting point” along the
path to recognizing the normal as well as abnormal fetal and
infant nervous system.

May our experience and intent in sharing this work with the
Pathology community, along with our colleagues in
Neonatology, Child Neurology, Perinatal Imaging, and
Obstetrics, be beneficial to all, and ultimately to our patients
and their families.

Lechpammer, Del Bigio, and Folkerth
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