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Italian performance in the First World War has been generally disparaged
or ignored compared to that of the armies on the Western Front, and
troop morale in particular has been seen as a major weakness of the
Italian army. In this first book-length study of Italian morale in any
language, Vanda Wilcox reassesses Italian policy and performance from
the perspective both of the army as an institution and of the ordin-
ary soldiers who found themselves fighting a brutally hard war. Wilcox
analyses and contextualises Italy’s notoriously hard military discipline
along with leadership, training methods and logistics before considering
the reactions of the troops and tracing the interactions between institu-
tions and individuals. Restoring historical agency to soldiers often con-
sidered passive and indifferent, Wilcox illustrates how and why Italians
complied, endured or resisted the army’s demands through balancing
their civilian and military identities.

VANDA WILCOX is Adjunct Assistant Professor of European History at
John Cabot University. She has published on Italian military leadership,
training and battlefield performance as well as the popular experience
and memory of the First World War in Italy.
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Edited by

Hew Strachan, Chichele Professor of the History of War, University of
Oxford and Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford

Geoffrey Wawro, Professor of Military History, and Director of the
Military History Center, University of North Texas

The aim of this series is to publish outstanding works of research on
warfare throughout the ages and throughout the world. Books in the
series take a broad approach to military history, examining war in all its
military, strategic, political and economic aspects. The series comple-
ments Studies in the Social and Cultural History of Modern Warfare
by focusing on the ‘hard’ military history of armies, tactics, strategy
and warfare. Books in the series consist mainly of single author works —
academically rigorous and groundbreaking — which are accessible to
both academics and the interested general reader.

A full list of titles in the series can be found at:
www.cambridge.org/militaryhistories
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A Note on Translation

Unless otherwise specified, all translations from the Italian are my own.
Where possible the original tone and style have been maintained, which
in the case of some soldiers’ letters entails an attempt to reproduce
ungrammatical structures or dialect.
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