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Lion, Brigitte, 205n.49
lion-headed eagles, 100
longevity, 18, 41, 67, 80, 86, 95, 110, 140,
146, 17778
extreme, 110
indefinite, 121
paradisiac, 97, 121
primeval, 147
Lopez-Ruiz, Carolina, 215n.8, 2171.40
Loud, Gordon, 43f. 15.

maces, 30, 91, 96—97, 196n.24
“macro history”, 20, 22, 24, 102
Maier, John, 241n.115
Malamat, Abraham, 215n.5
Malandra, William W., 218n.55
male and female ecstatics mahhii and mahhiitu,
2331.130
map of the “world of the Mari letters”, 195n.17
Margueron, Jean-Claude, 3435, 50, 71, 193n.2,
195n.11,2001.43, 2001.45, 2001.47, 2011.4,
209n.102
Mari Ishtar temple, 43
Mari king, 47, 63, 65, 80, 86, 93, 95, 2021.15,
202n.7
Mari painting, 6-8, 27—29, 36—42, 4751, 6571,
84—86, 93—98, 100—04, 105—11, 113—15
depiction of; 33, 214n.85
features, 137
functions, 48
landscape, 208n.86
Mari palace, 25, 3334f. 8., 4446f. 16., 194n.4,
197n.24, 199n.43, 2001.45, 2031.23
"investiture painting", 34f. 9.
painted faux marbe podium, 45, 102, 194n.4
Matheson, Susan B., 242n.118
Matthews, Joshua G., 244n.145
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McDonald, Andrew, 236n.42
Mesopotamia, ancient, 1—3, 8—10, 79—82, 91-93,
112—14, 115—18, 122—26, 196n.18, 196n.20,
196n.24, 197n.25, 198n.28, 198n.29,
199n.34, 2351n.32, 235n.36
ApsQ, 141, 214n.4, 216n.31
art, 30, 34, 47, 67, 71, 80, 136, 178, 194n.5
beer, 236n.40
centered on the Apst and the flowing
vase, 110
conceptions of a universe and time with no
end, 229n.89
conceptions of time, 2211.6
culture, 10, 30, $1, $6, 61, 81, 98, 116, 225n.45,
241n.103
and the Flood myth, 6, 75, 82—83, 88
history of, 1, 35, 40, 52, 70, 98, 146, 2071.67,
210n.12
myths, 90, 100, 126, 164, 167, 213n.81
religions, 169, 177, 240n.98
texts, 10, 79, 89, 136, 203n.19, 216n.26
Mesopotamo-Iranian background, 114
Messiah, 126, 223n.19
messianic, 193n.110, 245n.154
figure, 244n.145
interregnum, 245n.154
notions, 175
metaphysics, 1, 4, 17, 24, 49, 59, 82, 166, 180
reconciling of, 16
twofold, 13
Middle Assyrian ivory pyxis, 158
Middle Assyrian period, 97f. 31., 100, 130f. 44.,
141, 159f. 55., 232n.130, 238n.71
coronation ritual from, §2
and fragments of ivory furniture inlays
from, §7
King Tukulti-Ninurta I, 130
Middle Heaven, 78—79
Middle Iranian or Pahlavi texts, 231n.115
Mittanian Empires, 174
Mittanian glyptic and prehistoric art, 100,
195n.14, 225n.58, 228n.81
monarchy, 166
Moortgat, Anton, 1-3, 5, 9—10, 18, 33—30, 40,
47, §6, 130, 131, 140, 143, 151, 178, 183n.8,

185n.24, 193n.3, 195n.11, 195n.12, 195n.13,

196n.18, 196n.20, 196n.23, 196n.24,

203n.23,229n.97
Morris, James, 163f. 8.

mountain, 72, 135—36, 137, 218n.55, 226n.62

mountain gods, 135, 2251.52

“mountain scale” pattern, 30, 47, 72, 135—37,
2091.86,226n.62

mountains, 55, 72, 135—37, 160, 215n.5, 218n.55,
225n.52,226n.62,226m.64

“Mouth of the Rivers” (Albright), 16, 56, 89,
215n.13, 226n.62

Muller, Béatrice, 194n.4

mural crown, 8, 152—56, 157, 168—71, 177—78,
234n.21,240n.101, 2401.102, 240n.95,
241n.108

Murphy, Frederick J., 191n.86, 191n.87,
243n.139, 244n.140, 244n.141

mush-hush serpents, 116, 218n.48

“Myth of the Ages” (Hesiod), 175

Myth of the Eternal Return, The (Eliade), 23—24

Nagy, Gregory, 92, 164—65
Naram-Sin, stela of, 144, 192n.100, 1921.97
nature, 22, 72, 87, 113, 143, 147, 178
agrarian, 58
of Ashurbanipal’s “Garden Scene”, 172
cosmic, 143
Naydler, Jeremy, 185n.30, 187n.41
Neo-Assyrian, 28, 100, 168, 171, 1891.69,
212n.65, 245n.153
art, s, 14, 94, 100, 101, 162, 169, 172, 235n.35
courts, 24, 94, 242n.122
Empire, 2, 4-6, 8, 38, 94, 100, 151—52, 156—57,
161—62, 200n.52
evidence, 232n.130
figural type, 100
hymns, 176
mural crown, 240n.95
Nineveh, 197n.25
palace reliefs, 97, 164—65, 196n.20, 204n.40,
238n.67
Palaces, 38, 94, 238n.68
period, 39f. 14., 42—43, 97f. 32., 99f. 33., 141,
152, 155f. 53., 159f. $6.
prophecy, 40, 197n.25
queenship, 240n.95, 242n.122
relief panels, 196n.20
relief scenes, §8
rock relief, z02n.14
royal banquet scenes, 236n.43
royal palaces, 36
royal women, 240n.95
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script, 2091.90
sculptural depictions of male minor deities, 57
seals, 245n.152
text, 78, 192n.104
Neo-Assyrian kings, 2351.33
Ashurbanipal, 12
Esarhaddon, 197n.25
Neo-Babylonian Empire, 145
Neolithic culture, 11
netherworld, 66—67, 70—72, 103—04, 105—08, 118—
19, 126, 134—36, 160—70, 2121.63, 2171.41,
218n.55
New Year’s festival, 47, 169, 1911.89, 200n.51
Nile, 56, 118, 216n.29, 218n.55
inundation of the, 74, 110, 214n.4
Nissinen, Martti, 186n.30, 201n.52
Noah, 81, 199n.32, 210n.16, 210n.27, 210n.7
Noah’s ark, 82
nocturnal solar journey, 67, 123, 142
Noegel, Scott B., 239n.90
numerological parallelism, 89
numerological symbolism, 55, 87, 83
Nun (Egyptian primordial ocean), 112, 113, 120,
125, 214n.4, 218n.55
Nunn, Astrid, 45, 52, 200n.45, 203n.26

QOates, David, 238n.61
oceans, 204n.33, 215n.4, 215n.5, 218n.55
cosmic, 218n.55
impassable, 204n.33
measure, 243n.130
primordial, 112, 113, 120, 125
subterranean, 218n.55
okeanos, 103, 214n.4
Old Babylonian accounts of the Flood, 82, 91
Old Babylonian Ark Tablet see also Ark Tablet,
86, 87—88
Old Iranian, 184n.12, 223n.18
Old-Hittite-period rosette, 224n.27
O’Malley, S.]J., 193n.111
opet festivals, 19, 67, 207n.68
ophidian, 113, 114, 120, 185n.25, 219n.64
figures, 112
terms, 125
ornament, 7, 9, 30, 37—38, 103—04, 116, 217n.39,
217n.46
ornamental bands, 37, 55, 114
ornamental modes, 77—78, 104, 116
Orthmann, Winfried, 120
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orthostat reliefs, 94, 119—20, 196n.20, 229n.97

orthostat slab techniques, 196n.20

Osirian eternity, 140

Osiris, Lord of the Netherworld, 4, 79, 108—11,
120, 125, 140, 216n.19, 2171n.41, 222n.14,
228n.79

palm branch hieroglyph, 212n.68
Panofsky, Erwin, 9, 185n.23
Paoletti, John T., 193n.111
paradise, 82, 85—86, 161, 163, 2041.33, 204n.44,
205n.49, 210n.21, 2131.77, 235n.37, 236n.41
age of, 245n.154
earthly, 204n.33
terrestrial, 98, 158, 174, 204n.36, 226n.62
tradition, s6, 189n.71
paradisiac, 41, 60—61, 81-82, 121, 158, 160, 168,
171—74, 177—78, 226n.62
associations, 47
components, 93
connotations, 178, 2351n.37
environment, 163, 173
formulations, 121
incarnation, 85
notions, 61, 176, 2051.49
paradigm, 160
peace, 174
purity, 60
terrestrial domain, 10
paradoxical nature, 185n.25
Parrot, André, 27—28, 33, 45, 47, 103, 194n.5,
199n.38
Pearson, Birger A., 244n.145
“perennialist” understanding of shamanism,
185n.30
Perkins, Ann, 201n.5
Peters, Joris, 186n.34
phoenix, 73—7s, 208n.76, 208n.77, 208n.81,
208n.83,229n.94
Egyptian, 74
Piankoft, Alexandre, 6870f. 26., 106110f. 34.
Pierre, Béatrice, 194n.4
Pindar’s Homer
The Lyric Possession of an Epic Past (Nagy), 164
Pittman, Holly, 187n.50
Poem of Atra-hasis, 42, 82, 83—84, 86, 88, 90, 149,
199n.32, 199n.35, 2101.2, 2101.3
Pongratz-Leisten, Beate, 128, 140, 143
Porada, Edith, 169—70, 214n.83
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Porter, Ray, 242n.117, 245n.150
prehistoric, 11, 216n.31
art, 100
pottery, 12, 79
societies, 186n.35
“priest-king”, 83, 244n.145
primeval, 48, 141, 177, 211n.53
dimensions, 198n.29
eras, 10, 20, 86
history, 20, 148, 150—52, 212n.57
longevity, 147
primeval unity, 125
primordial ocean Nun, 112, 113, 120, 125
prophecy, 40, 47—48, 197n.25, 197n.26, 197n.27,
200n.52,231n.114, 232n.130, 242n.121
biblical, 188n.53
center of, 172, 242n.121
goddess of, 150, 172, 177
political, 176
practice of, 47, 242n.121
ruling, 184n.19
prophets, 62, 149, 193n.111, 211n.52
pyxis, 158—60
pyxis, ivory, 159f. s5.

quadrupeds, 72, 77
mythical, 30, 71, 76, 95, 100, 2001.43
mythological, 47
superimposed, 71
upper, 76

Radke, Gary M., 193n.111
Ramesside (historical relief), 20, 169
ravens, 75
Reade, Julian, 188n.58, 190n.77
rebirth, 23, 59, 74, 162, 185n.24, 203n.20, 204n.39
recurrent nature, 123
reduplication (of the Hittite) winged disk,
224n.39
regal art, 2526, 48, 83, 124, 145, 171, 175, 179,
181
of Ancient Mesopotamia, 23, 125
Hittite, 128, 137, 149
regeneration, 14, 41, 105, 108, 113, 116, 121, 101,
162, 163
constant, §8, 122
continual, 213n.74
cyclical, 10, 19

individual, 121
periodic, 230n.108
universe in endless, 205n.50
rejuvenation, 105, 108, 2031.20
relief sculpture, s, 34, 38, 132, 134, 189n.69,
196n.20
renewal, 18—20, 41, §2—54, 66—70, 8182, 92—93,
104—11, 115, 124, 127—28
constant, 19, 56, 58, 115
of life, 151, 178, 207n.67, 228n.81
mysteries of, 70, 207n.69
periodic, 41, 102, 113
process of, 66, 70, 86
radical, 41, 81
recurrent, 41
rites and rituals of, 52, 67, 172, 207n.65
royal, 19, 48
seasonal, 41
ultimate, 48, 148, 231n.115
ritual purity, 41, 56, 58, 198n.29, 204n.40
Robson, Eleanor, 201n.2
Rochberg, Francesca, 141, 206n.58
rock relief, 135—37, 163
Fraktin, 227n.70
Hittite, 230n.108
Parthian-Sassanian, 202n.7
Roman Empire, 16, 221n.11
Root, Margaret C., 2, 4, 11, 22, 59, 79, 156, 157,
184n.15
royal destiny, 26, 54, 158, 171, 172
royal women, 169, 242n.122
Rubio, Gonzalo, 222n.15
Rudolph, Kurt, 190n.79
Rundle Clark, R.T., 74, 75
running spirals, 31, 75, 77, 78, 102—04, 113, 119,
120—22, 215n.6, 2171n.39
band of, 45, 72, 77, 104, 114—16, 123, 143
frame of, 102, 113
framing, 44—46, 65, 77, 103
incorporating, 37
Russell, John Malcolm, 238n.68

sacral history, 20, 23, 125, 174

sacral kingship, 4, 28, 184n. 11

sacral time, 4, §—8, 18, 19—20, 23, 26, 28, 12123,
124, 127

“sacred tree”, 2, 38, 93, 9599f. 29., 176, 177,
186n.34,212n.67, 213n.71, 213n.72,
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213n.73,213n.76, 213n.81, 214n.84,
214n.85,228n.81, 229n.97
crisscross, 96
deploys a number of linear elements, 95
merges into one design, 95
panel, 38—40, 94—96, 98, 128, 141, 146—47, 148—
49, 173, 178, 181
relief, 38—39, 151, 172
slab, 6, 99, 130, 146, 151—52, 2291.97, 230n.111
salvation, 21, 127, 191n.89, 211n.52, 223n.24,
232n.130, 244n.141
Sanders, Seth L., 1911.87, 192n.104, 222n.13
scarab beetle, 67, 104, 105, 132
Schmidt, Klaus, 11, 186n.34
Schmidt-Colinet, Constanze, 156
Schmithals, Walter, 21, 191n.84, 191n.85, 221n.11,
244n.141, 245n.154
Schwartz, G. M., 187n.50
sed (festival, Egyptian), 67, 213n.68
Seidl, Ursula, z02n.7
Sennacherib, 141, 156, 166—67, 171, 235n.33,
238n.61,239n.86,239n.94, 240n.95,
242n.119, 242n.122
Sennacherib, Queen of, 141, 162, 172, 229n.100,
240n.95,241n.102
Sety I (Egyptian pharaoh), s2—53, 169, 241n.104
shaman, 11—12, 99, 208n.83
shamanism, 11—12, 24, 10001, 181, 185n.28,
185n.30, 213n.74, 2131.79, 2131.80
Sibylline Books, 175
Sibylline Corpus, 175, 193n.111
Sibylline Oracles, 175, 243n.135, 243n.138,
244n.140, 244n.141, 244n.147
sibyls, 29, 193n.111, 244n.140
sinusoidal scheme, 115
Smith, Jonathan Z., 22zn.12
solar, 66—67, 10$, 111, 130, 139—40, 144—45
religion, 142, 228n.79, 2291.90
revolution, 128, 138, 217n.41
soma, $8, 162, 213n.81, 218n.56
songs, 165, 160, 243n.140
Sonik, Karen, 216n.29
sphinx, 72, 100
spirals see also running spirals, 65, 72, 96, 103—
04, 113, 115, 119, 1931.4, 2131.71, 2141.2,
214n.3
stairs, 27, 45, 48, 77, 79
stairway, $5, 77, 79—80, 208n.83, 209n.97

283

Standard Babylonian Epic of Gilgamesh, 87
statue of Gudea holding the flowing vase, 58,
5of. 20., 10§
steatite vases, 116—17
Stein, Diana, 100, 186n.34
stela fragment of Gudea showing a pattern of
staggered flowing vases, found in Girsu,
60f. 21.
stela from Malatya (Melid) showing the storm
god and the sun goddess facing each other
under the double winged disk, 133f. 47.
stela of Naram-Sin, 144, 192n.100, 192n.97
stela of Urnamma, 3sf. 11., §1, 52, 118, 201n1.3,
214n.4,218n.51
streams, 47, $6—58, $9—60, 62—063, 77, 104—05, 113—
14, 118—19, 162, 164f. 59.
Sumerian Flood Story, 10, 42, 82, 8384, 85, 89,
199n.32, 210n.3
Summers, David, 66
Suter, Claudia E., 189n.67, 218n.52
swallows, 75, 168
symmetry, S0—S1, 55, 62, 606, 74, 131—32, 139
absolute, 62, 76
mirror, 47, 131
use of dissymmetry in, $0O

Tabarna seal (Hittite), 128
Tammuz, 2, 9, 10, 13, 18, 185n.24, 2071.67,
218n.56
“Tammuz belief”, 9—10, 18, 130, 143
Taurus-Zagros mountains, 163, 186n.34, 226n.64
Tawosret, Queen, 127, 132
Temple of Solomon, 214n.85
terrestrial, 35, 41, $5—56, 65, 66, 70—72, 118, 135,
17172, 218n.55
aquatic, 38, 136
deity, 228n.79
domains, 35, 70, 173
goddesses, 118
pristine, 118
realms, 62, 80
supernatural, 61
symbols, 118
wingless bull, 72
Teumman (King of Elam), 15455, 166, 167, 169,
234n.15,234n.10, 234n.18, 242n.121
throne room, 33—34, 37-39, 43—45, 94, 97f. 32.,
09, 146, 148—49, 151—52, 178
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time, 19—20, 102—08, T13—20, 121—24, 141—42,
145—46, 147—48, 222n.15, 228n.85, 228n.87,
229n.89,229n.92, 230n.109

ancient Greek, 220n.72
cosmic, 116, 127, 189n.64
cyclical, 189n.65, 191n.91, 223n.18
divine, 114, 12T

endless, 104, 113, 118, 128
eternal, 98, 112, 229n.92
inexhaustible, 104, 112
limitless, 223n.18
profane, 19—20, 122
sacred, 19

side of, 10, 13, 138

time snake, 109104f. 36.

timelessness, 18, 149, 157, 1911n.87

transcendence, 118, 139—41, 144, 168, 171,
17273, 177-78, 227n.77

and immanence, 228n.77

celestial, 118, 145, 171

signaling, 227n.75

ultimate state of, 171, 172, 177
transcendent, 138, 142, 145, 166, 168, 224n.41

characteristics, 229n.90

deity, 133

notions, 67

overtones, 142

perceptions, 141

stage, 133

state, 128

status, 139

superior (god), 141

transformative nature, 187n.41

tree of life, 98, 161, 2051.48, 213n.76,
213n.77, 214n.85, 219n.56, 236n.41,
236n.42

trees, 72, 76—78, 95—98, 129—30, 136—37,
172—74, 180—81, 213n.76, 213n.77,
213n.81,218n.56, 236n.41

and gender, 234n.28, 235n.29
cosmic, 140, 213n.79, 223n.25
pairs of, 71, 76—77, 95
stylized, 37, 38, 96, 100, 128, 140, 174, 180, 225n.58
Tudhaliya IV (Hittite King)
as high priest (rock relief), 135f. 48, 137
religious reforms, 137
seal impression of, 129f. 43.
Tukulti-Ninurta I (Assyrian King), 130
tyranny, 163—064, 166

Urnamma, stela of, 35f. 11., §1, 52, 118, 201n.3,
214n.4, 218n.51

Van Loon, Maurits N., 224n.36
vegetal, 8,77, 172, 180
elements, 53, 86, 95, 208n.86
fecundity, 151
Villard, Pierre, 197n.25
violence, 2391.90
visual language, 1-2, 3, 8, 9, 12, 14, 17, 140,
143, 180
void, 62, 71, 76
vultures, 74, 99—100, 242n.117

wall paintings, 30, 36—38, 45—47, 127f. 41.,
132, 194n.4, 194n.7, 195n.11, 196n.18,
196n.19, 196n.20, 203n.23, 216n.31,
2171.39

from the tomb of Sennufer
a Theban official
showing a grapevine spanning the ceiling,

163f. 8.

showing the final scene from the ancient
Egyptian Book of Caverns in the tomb of
Queen Tawosret
Valley of the Kings
Thebes, 127f. 41.

warlike nature, 176

“warrior-priest”, 176

water, $6—58, 60—01, 77, 103—04, 112—13, 118, 120,
134—36, 218n.55, 219n.57, 226n.62

cosmic subterranean, 113, 171

of death, 216n.26

deities, 136

fertilizing, 211n.57

flowing, s7—58

fresh, $6

goddesses, 103

holding sheaves of wheat and streams of,
164f. 59.

life-giving, 56, 57, 185n.24, 216n.26

reservoirs, 134

streams of, 64, 77, 96, 114, 118, 163, 216n.31

subterranean, 219n.61

winged goddesses pouring, 218n.51

West, M.L., 187n.46

Westenholz, Joan, 144—45, 1831.6

Widengren, Geo, 14, 56, 161

Wiggermann, EA. M., 202n.14
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Wilburn, Andrew, 11
Wilson, Kinnier, 187n.44, 207n.64, 209n.97
wine, 161-62, 236n.40, 2371.51
winged disk, 35-37, 38—39, 128, 13032,
136—38, 130—40, 148, 174, 1891.67,
189n.68, 224n.26, 224n.27, 224n.39
alighting, 174
double, 133-34, 137, 138-39, 145
Hittite and Assyrian renditions of,
128, 148
hovering, 134
surmounting, 174
Winter, Irene J., 8, 144—45, 217n.39, 217n.45,
230n.111
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Wood, Christopher S., 185n.28
Woolley, Leonard, 64f. 23.

Yoffee, Norman, 54

Zhmud, Leonid, 186n.30
Zoroastrian, 184n.12, 231n.115, 243n.134,
245n.154
celestial cosmos, 223n.18
cosmology, 244n.147
religion, 223n.18
renovation, 232n.115
restoration, 223n.18
speculation, 232n.115
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