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assessing constitutional performance

From London to Libya, from Istanbul to Iceland, there is great interest among
comparative constitutional scholars and practitioners about when a proposed
constitution is likely to succeed. But what does it mean for a constitution to
succeed? Are there universal criteria of success that apply across the board? Or is
the choice of criteria entirely idiosyncratic? This edited volume examines the idea
of constitutional success and shows the manifold ways in which it can be
understood. It collects essays from political scientists, empiricists, philosophers
and legal scholars that approach the definition of constitutional success frommany
different angles. It also brings together case studies from Africa, Europe, Latin
America, the Middle East and Asia. By exploring a varied array of constitutional
histories, this book shows how complex ideas of “constitutional success” play out
differently in different contexts and provides examples of how “success” can be
differently defined under different circumstances.

TOMGINSBURG is Leo Spitz Professor of International Law at the University of
Chicago, where he also holds an appointment in the Political Science
Department. He currently co-directs the Comparative Constitutions Project, an
NSF-funded data set cataloging the world’s constitutions since 1789. His books
include Judicial Reputation: A Comparative Theory (2015) (with Nuno Garoupa);
The Endurance of National Constitutions (2009) (with Zachary Elkins and James
Melton); and Judicial Review in New Democracies (2003). He is a member of the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences.

AZIZ Z. HUQ is the Frank and Bernice J. Greenberg Professor of Law at the
University of Chicago Law School. He was formerly director of the Liberty and
National Security project at the BrennanCenter for Justice and a senior consultant
analyst for the International Crisis Group.
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Comparative constitutional law is an intellectually vibrant field that encompasses an
increasingly broad array of approaches and methodologies. This series collects analytically
innovative and empirically grounded work from scholars of comparative constitutionalism
across academic disciplines. Books in the series include theoretically informed studies of
single constitutional jurisdictions, comparative studies of constitutional law and institutions
and edited collections of original essays that respond to challenging theoretical and
empirical questions in the field.
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