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Allegory, ¢fr. Enigma
Anagogé (vory oy ")

as marker of the accomplished philosopher,

244

in Plotinus, 229-235

Platonist via eminentie, 159
Aphairesis (qpalpeoic)

as concrete ontological practice in Plotinus,

218—222

as discursive practice in Plotinus, 217218
Apollonius of Tyana, 80
Apophasis, 56, 25

difficulties of interpretation, 30-34

in Apocryphon of John, 168-169

in Basilides, 170171

In Plotinus, 56, 213217

applied to nous and noésis, 203—205

Ascent narratives, 159

epistemological status of, 159

in Philo of Alexandria, 174-175

in Zostrianos and Allogenes, 171-172

the Hermetic Poimandes, 167
Augustine of Hippo, 31

Basilides, 170-171

Chaldzan Oracles, 105-106, 172-173
Contemplation (Yewpla), 196-197
Cornutus the Stoic, 96

Cratylus, 4

Dianoia (duévolc)
in Philo of Alexandria unable to contemplate
God, 174-175
In Plotinus
as ‘discursive thought’, 197-198
presence of nous to dianoia, 198-199,
237-238
speech the externalised form of dianoia,
199—200

the réle of dianoia in the ascent (anagig?,
q.v.), 218-219, 229-230

unable fully to comprehend higher
realities, 6, 151, 187, 200—201

Elitism, philosophic, 51, 57, 60—63, 108, 122, 156
Aristophanes’ satire of, 61-62
in Plato, 65—69, 78
in Plotinus, 83-84, 235
Empedocles
significance for the development of Platonist
philosophic silence, 54-56
Enigma (ofdviypor)
As technical term of esoteric hermeneutics,
113118
distinction between enigma and allegory,
1y
in Plato, 6668, 72—73
in Plotinus, 125, 131
in Plutarch, 76—77, 11
Erés (Bpwc)
as driving force of Platonist ascent (#nagigé,
q.v.), 159
in Plotinus, 182183
Esoteric
relation of the esoteric to philosophic silence,
24
working definition of term, 22-23
Esoteric hermeneutics, 23-24, 113-124
applied by Plotinus to Plato, 226228
applied to traditional religious materials,
110-113
in the Derveni papyrus, 53
limits of interpretation, 120-124
of Platonists reading Aristotle, 77
of Platonists reading Plato, 74-77
symbolon as technical term of, 118-119

Gniésis (YV&oLC)
applied to the One by Plotinus, 236
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the supreme form of knowing in the
Hermetica, 166-167
Gnosticism
methodological problems with the term
‘Gnostic’, 167
Platonising Gnostic movements, 167—172

Hairesis (olpeoic)
in Plotinus’ anti-Gnostic polemic, 134-137
increasingly important in post-Hellenistic
philosophy, 88—91
Platonist constructions of their lineage,
102-103
Harmonisation, philosophic, 9091
Hellenism as polemic term in Plotinus, 133-137
Heraclitus
significance for the development of Platonist
philosophic silence, 56
Hermetica, 165167
Direct unknowing in, 166-167
Hieroi logo, 21, 58—59
Hypostasis (Undoto01c)
meaning of the term in Plotinus, 177, 261-264
three primary hypostases in Plotinus, 177-196

Ineffable, 147-148
In Plotinus
limitations of discursive thought and
language, 200
limitations of language when speaking of
nous, 203—205
the higher the hypostasis under discussion,
the greater the ineffability, 228
Initiation
in Empedocles, 54—56
in Parmenides, 53—54
In Plotinus
initiatic silence equated with ineffability,
8-10
in traditional mystery-cult, 48
initiated/profane dichotomy, 4648
typified by the act of silence, so-s1
Plato’s use of the theme of initiation, 73
Platonist trope of Platonic reading as
initiation, 30

Julian, Emperor, 109, 141

Katharsis (x&dapo1c), cfr. Purification
Logismos (Noyioudq), ¢fr. Dianoia
Logos (Noyoc)

as metaphysical principle in Plotinus, 132-133,
185, 264—265

as rational account and speech, 147-150
silence as /ogos in ‘Pythagoreanism’, 78-83

Middle Platonism
as a broadly-understood phenomenon
including Platonising religious
movements, 148—149, 151
Modes of knowing
Direct unknowing, 159-160
defined, 152
in Gnostic texts, 171-172
in Hermetica, 166-167
in Numenius and Celsus, 159-160
in Plotinus, 206—210
Discursive indirect knowing, 157-159
defined, 151
in Plotinus, 197-199
Non-discursive direct knowing
defined, 151
typified by some Middle-Platonists as
n0ésis, 151, 158—159
Non-discursive indirect knowing
defined, 151-152
in Plotinus, 201203
Mystery-cult, 47-s1
importance of the Eleusinian mysteries as
exemplar, 47
mystery initiation, 48—49
topos of mystic silence, 47, so—s1
Mysticism
as problematic construct, 35-37, 39

the problem of interpreting experience, 35—37

Noésis (vonotc), fr. Nous
Nous (voic)
‘Hower of nous’ in Chaldean Oracles, 173238
In Plotinus
as hypostasis, 183-188
nous as intelligible world, 185-186
nous as non-discursive faculty, 187-188
presence of nous to discursive thought,
198-199, 237-238

problems with linguistic expression of nous,

184, 228-229
the limits of nous, 205
truth-claims of nous, 86-87
Numenius of Apamea, 14, 74—76, 91, 93
perennialist view of truth, 93
reveals the mysteries of Eleusis, 112113
theory of esoteric writing, 7476

One, the Plotinian, 178-183
Contact with the One

through the One’s immanence to all things

that partake of oneness, 193, 200—201
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through the turning of philosophic
attention toward it, 193-194
the One as the Beautiful, 182183
the One as the Good, 179-180
The One ineffable, 178-179
because beyond being, 181-182
because perfectly simple, 180-181
contact with the One ineffable, 45-46
the One’s ‘hyperconsciousness’, 210
Orpheus
as theologos, 96
Orphic texts, 52—53

Parmenides
significance for the development of Platonist
philosophic silence, 53-54
Philo of Alexandria, 173-175
ascent narrative at de op. mun. 23, 174
Philosophic secrecy
for safety, 63—64
privileging of knowledge for pedogogical
reasons, 65, 77—78
Philosophic silence, 7-13, 19—21
philosophic taciturnity, 59
social dimensions of, 2022, 46—47, 62, 78,
109110, 235
Themes of philosophic silence
indeterminacy of silence and secrecy, 11-12,
107-109, 226—228
philosophy as mystery, 9, 43—45, 85,
106-110
the paradox of saying the unsayable, 12-13,
222226
the secret hidden in plain sight, 68
the secret revealed, 10, 41-43, 46, 58-59,
68—69, 112—113
the self-hiding secret, 10-11, 28-30, 43—46
the truth hidden within tradition, 910,
86-103
Plato
lecture On the Good, 70—72
Platonic secrecy
for pedogogical reasons, 63, 65
Platonic valorisation of oral over written
teaching, 69—72
use of mystery-themes, 72-73
use of the trope of enigma, 66—68
Platonist orientalism, 98—101, 111
Platonist perennialism, 91-98
defined, 94
not universal among Platonists, 93
Platonist readings of religious materials as
esoteric philosophy, 103-106, 110-113
Plotinus
as Platonist perennialist, 126-140

broken oath to keep Ammonius’ teachings
secret, 4143
esoteric reading methodology of, 137-144
Spiritual practices
ascent (GvorywY”), 228-235
practical aphairesis, 218—222
use of hermeneutic term enigma, 125, 131-140
Writing practices
apophasis, 213—217
ascent narratives, 229—235
discursive aphairesis, 217218
indeterminacy, 236-240
use of kataphatic descriptions of the One,
222-228
Plutarch
esoteric reading of Plato, 76-77
perennialist view of philosophic history,
97-98
Purification
in Plato equated with philosophy, 72—73
In Plotinus
equated with philosophic virtues, 126, 218,
221-222
purification of nous, 206
in Plutarch equated with philosophy, 106-107
in the Eleusinian mysteries, 48
Pythagoreanism
development of concept of transcendence in,
160—164
hierarchy among Pythagoras’ students, s9—60
problems of evidence for early
Pythagoreanism, 56—57
prominence of Pythagoras and his school in
Platonist perennialism, 102-103
Pythagorean orality and esoteric oral
teaching, 58—s59
Pythagorean silent novitiate, 59, 80
synonymous with silence in late antiquity,
78-81, 83
themes of silence and secrecy, 56-61

Secret knowledge, 2122, 52, 78
Silent philosophers, 73-85
Apollonius of Tyana, 8081
Plotinus as silent philosopher, 83-8
Secundus, ‘the Silent Philosopher’, 81-83
Soul in Plotinus, 188
doctrine of the undescended soul, 195-196,
237—238
identity of the individual soul indeterminate,
190-192
Strauss, Leo, 23, 75, 258, 270272
Symbolon, 60—61
as technical term of esoteric hermeneutics,
118-119
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cultic origins of term, 49 In Plotinus
Sympathy, cosmic (cuunddewa), 195, 197 transcendence of hypostases balanced by
immanence, 192-194
Tiibingenschule, 23, 38, 63, 71, 141, 266270 strong and weak, 149-150, 154-157
Transcendence strong transcendence in Platonising Gnostic
development of concept in Platonism, 152-157 texts, 167171
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