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Language, apart from its cultural and social dimension, has a scientific side
that is connected not only to the study of “grammar” in a more or less tradi-
tional sense, but also to disciplines like mathematics, physics, chemistry, and
biology. This book explores developments in linguistic theory, looking in par-
ticular at the theory of generative grammar from the perspective of the natural
sciences. It highlights the complex and dynamic nature of language, suggest-
ing that a comprehensive and full understanding of such a species-specific
property will only be achieved through interdisciplinary work.
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To Juan Uriagereka for the significant contributions he
has made, and continues to make, to the scientific study
of language and mind, and for inspiring us to seek under-
standing by looking beyond the traditional domains of the-
oretical linguistics while at the same time resting firmly
on those foundations.
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