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State and Religion in Israel begins with a philosophical analysis of the

two main questions regarding the role of religion in liberal states:

Should such states institute a “Wall of Separation” between state and

religion? Should they offer religious practices and religious communities

special protection? Gideon Sapir and Daniel Statman argue that liberal-

ism is not committed to Separation, but is committed to granting reli-

gion a unique protection, albeit a narrower one than often assumed.

They then use Israel as a case study for their conclusions. Although

Israel is defined as a Jewish state, its Jewish identity need not be

interpreted religiously, requiring that it subjects itself to the dictates of

Jewish law (Halakha). The authors test this view by critically examining

important topics relevant to state and religion in Israel: marriage and

divorce, the drafting of yeshiva students into the army, the character of

the Sabbath, and more.
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Preface

This book has a double purpose: to defend a general theory about the role

of religion in liberal states and to use this theory to analyze and evaluate

the relations between state and religion in Israel. Logically, these purposes

are independent. Some readers might accept our general proposal about

the role of religion in liberal states but object to the way we apply it to the

case of Israel, while others might reject our proposal and yet – for

different reasons – agree with our practical recommendations with regard

to Israel. We, of course, hope to convince the readers to accept our views

on both levels.

The first step in the long process that eventually led to the writing of

this book was a joint paper that we published in Hebrew in Bar-Ilan Law

Studies in 2004 on freedom of and freedom from religion. That paper

paved the way for another one that we published in the same journal,

about the legitimacy of government actions based on religious consider-

ations. With both papers on our table, we thought of adding to them

some other papers that each of us had published on his own in this field,

and in this way to create a comprehensive work on the relations between

state and religion in Israel. At that time, we thought that this would be a

simple copy-and-paste operation, but it very soon became clear that the

project was far more complex and that we would have to rethink and

rewrite most of our earlier work on the topic. It took us several years to

complete the manuscript, which was published in 2014 by the University

of Haifa Press and Yediot Ahronoth Books.

We are very grateful to friends and colleagues who were kind enough

to read and comment on the Hebrew version: Ori Aronson, Yuval Eylon,

Iddo Landau, Barak Medina, and Saul Smilansky.
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In preparing the English version for Cambridge University Press, we

made quite a lot of revisions, including the insertion of new material, in

particular a new chapter on the character of the Sabbath in Israel. We

believe that these revisions have enhanced the quality of the manuscript,

making its arguments tighter and clearer.

Many research assistants helped us along the way, and we owe a debt

of gratitude to all of them. Special thanks go to Anat Shapira for her

invaluable assistance in the last (and crucial) stage of preparing the

English version for submission.

Danny’s mother, Dr. Stella Statman, went well beyond her motherly

duties in helping us prepare the English version. She read the entire text

twice, correcting mistakes and suggesting revisions concerning both style

and content. Her linguistic depth, wisdom, and philosophical understand-

ing are present in each page of the book.

Finally, we wish to thank the staff at Cambridge University Press,

especially our editor, Beatrice Rehl, and content manager, Katherine

Barbaro, as well as Harsha Vardhanan, our project manager at SPi

Global.
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