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AMERICAN LITERATURE IN TRANSITION,

1970–1980

American Literature in Transition, 1970–1980 examines the literary
developments of the twentieth century’s gaudiest decade. For a quar-
ter century, ilmmakers, musicians, and historians have returned to
the era to explore the legacy of Watergate, staglation, and Saturday
Night Fever, uncovering the unique conluence of political and eco-
nomic phenomena that make the period such a baling time. Liter-
ary historians have never shown much interest in the era, however – a
remarkable omission considering writers as diverse as Toni Morrison,
Thomas Pynchon, Marilyn French, Adrienne Rich, Gay Talese,
Norman Mailer, Alice Walker, and Octavia E. Butler were active.
Over the course of twenty-one essays, contributors explore a range
of controversial themes these writers tackled, from 1960s nostalgia to
feminism and the redeinition of masculinity to sexual liberation and
rock ’n’ roll. Other essays address New Journalism, the rise of block-
buster culture, memoir and self-help, and crime iction – all demon-
strating that the Me Decade was nothing short of mesmerizing.

kirk curnutt is Professor and Chair of English at Troy Univer-
sity in Alabama. He is the author of ifteen books of iction and
criticism, including The Cambridge Introduction to F. Scott Fitzgerald
(Cambridge, 2007), Cofee with Hemingway (2007), and Reading
Hemingway’s To Have and Have Not (2016). A member of the boards
of both the Ernest Hemingway and F. Scott Fitzgerald societies, he
has served as managing editor of The F. Scott Fitzgerald Review since
2003.
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american literature in transition

American Literature in Transition captures the dynamic energies transmitted
across the 20th- and 21st-century American literary landscapes. Revisionary and
authoritative, the series ofers a comprehensive new overview of the established
literary landmarks that constitute American literary life. Ambitious in scope and
depth, and accommodating new critical perspectives and approaches, this series
captures the dynamic energies and ongoing change in 20th- and 21st-century
American literature. These are decades of transition, but also periods of epochal
upheaval. These decades – the Jazz Age, the Great Depression, the Cold War, the
sixties, 9/11 – are turning points of real signiicance. But in a tumultuous century,
these terms canmask deeper structural changes. Each one of these books challenges
in diferent ways the dominant approaches to a period of literature by shifting the
focus from what happened to understanding how and why it happened. They
elucidate the multifaceted interaction between the social and literary ields and
capture that era’s place in the incremental evolution of American literature up to
the present moment. Taken together, this series of books constitutes a new kind of
literary history in a century of intense cultural and literary creation, a century of
liberation and also of immense destruction too. As a revisionary project grounded
in pre-existing debates, American Literature in Transition ofers an unprecedented
analysis of the American literary experience.

Books in the series

American Literature in Transition, 1910–1920 edited by mark w. van wienen

American Literature in Transition, 1920–1930 edited by ichiro takayoshi

American Literature in Transition, 1930–1940 edited by ichiro takayoshi

American Literature in Transition, 1940–1950 edited by christopher vials

American Literature in Transition, 1950–1960 edited by steven belletto

American Literature in Transition, 1960–1970 edited by david wyatt

American Literature in Transition, 1970–1980 edited by kirk curnutt

American Literature in Transition, 1980–1990 edited by d. quentin miller

American Literature in Transition, 1990–2000 edited by stephen j. burn

American Literature in Transition, 2000–2010 edited by rachel greenwald smith
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