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Global Trade in the Nineteenth Century

In this engaging new study, John D. Wong examines the Canton trade

networks that helped to shape the modern world through the lens

of the prominent Chinese merchant Houqua, whose trading network

and financial connections stretched from China to India, America, and

Britain. In contrast to interpretations that see Chinese merchants in this

era as victims of rising Western mercantilism and oppressive Chinese

traditions, Houqua maintained a complex balance between his com-

mercial interests and those of his Western counterparts, all in an era

of transnationalism before the imposition of the Western world order.

The success of Houqua & Co. in configuring its networks in the fluid

context of the early nineteenth century remains instructive today as the

contemporary balance of political power renders the imposition of a

West-centric world system increasingly problematic and requires inter-

national traders to adapt to a new world order in which China, once

again, occupies center stage.

 .  is an assistant professor in Hong Kong Studies at the

University of Hong Kong. His research interests focus on transnational

business history.
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