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          Life after Ruin 

 Following the 1948 War, the landscape of Israel- Palestine was radi-
cally transformed. Breaking from conventional focus on explicit sites 
of violence and devastation, Noam Leshem turns critical attention to 
‘ordinary’ spaces and places where the intricate and often intimate 
engagements between Jews and myriad Arab spaces take place to this 
day. Leshem builds on interdisciplinary studies of space, memory, 
architecture and history and exposes a rich archive of ideology, cul-
ture, political projects of state- building and identity formation. The 
result is a fresh look at the confl icted history of Israel- Palestine: a spa-
tial history in which the Arab past isn’t in fact separate, but is inextri-
cably linked to the Israeli present. 

  Noam Leshem  is a Lecturer in the Department of Geography at 
Durham University. He has previously taught at Royal Holloway and 
Birkbeck, University of London. His research is primarily concerned 
with the intersection of spatial, political and cultural history.   
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  Cambridge Middle East Studies  has been established to publish 
books on the nineteenth to twenty- fi rst- century Middle East and North 
Africa. The series offers new and original interpretations of aspects of 
Middle Eastern societies and their histories. To achieve disciplinary 
diversity, books are solicited from authors writing in a wide range 
of fi elds including history, sociology, anthropology, political science 
and political economy. The emphasis is on producing books affording 
an original approach along theoretical and empirical lines. The series 
is intended for students and academics, but the more accessible and 
wide- ranging studies will also appeal to the interested general reader.

A list of books in the series can be found after the index.   
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   Life After Ruin 
 The Struggles Over Israel’s 
Depopulated Arab Spaces 
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