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The Information Revolution in Early Modern Europe

This provocative new history of early modern Europe argues that
changes in the generation, preservation and circulation of information,
chiefly on newly available and affordable paper, constituted an ‘infor-
mation revolution’. In commerce, finance, statecraft, scholarly life, sci-
ence, and communication, early modern Europeans were compelled to
place a new premium on information management. These develop-
ments had a profound and transformative impact on European life.
The huge expansion in paper records and the accompanying efforts to
store, share, organize and taxonomize them are intertwined with many
of the essential developments in the early modern period, including the
rise of the state, the Print Revolution, the Scientific Revolution, and the
Republic of Letters. Engaging with historical questions across many
fields of human activity, Paul M. Dover interprets the historical signifi-
cance of this “information revolution” for the present day, and suggests
thought-provoking parallels with the informational challenges of the
digital age.

Professor Paul M. Dover is Professor of History at Kennesaw State
University. He has published widely in the political, diplomatic, and
cultural history of late medieval and early modern Europe, and in the
history of information. He is the author of The Changing Face of the Past:
An Introduction to Western Historiography, and editor of Secretaries and
Statecraft in the Early Modern World.
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NEW APPROACHES TO EUROPEAN HISTORY

New Approaches to European History is an important textbook series,
which provides concise but authoritative surveys of major themes and
problems in European history since the Renaissance. Written at a level
and length accessible to advanced school students and undergraduates,
each book in the series addresses topics or themes that students of
European history encounter daily: the series embraces both some of
the more ‘traditional’ subjects of study and those cultural and social
issues to which increasing numbers of school and college courses are
devoted. A particular effort is made to consider the wider international
implications of the subject under scrutiny.

To aid the student reader, scholarly apparatus and annotation is light,
but each work has full supplementary bibliographies and notes for
further reading: where appropriate, chronologies, maps, diagrams, and
other illustrative material are also provided.

For a complete list of titles published in the series, please see:
www.cambridge.org/newapproaches
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