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In this revisionary study, Will Tattersdill argues against the reductive
‘two cultures’ model of intellectual discourse by exploring the cul-
tural interactions between literature and science embodied in late
nineteenth-century periodical literature, tracing the emergence of
the new genre that would become known as ‘science fiction’. He
examines a range of fictional and non-fictional fin-de-siécle writing
around distinct scientific themes: Martian communication, future
prediction, X-rays, and polar exploration. Each chapter explores a
major work of H. G. Wells, but also presents a wealth of exciting new
material drawn from a variety of late Victorian periodicals. Arguing
that the publications in which they appeared, as well as the stories
themselves, played a crucial part in the development of science
fiction, Tattersdill uses the form of the general interest magazine as
a way of understanding both the relationship between the arts and

the sciences and the creation of a new literary genre.
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Nineteenth-century British literature and culture have been rich fields for inter-
disciplinary studies. Since the turn of the twentieth century, scholars and critics
have tracked the intersections and tensions between Victorian literature and the
visual arts, politics, social organization, economic life, technical innovations,
scientific thought — in short, culture in its broadest sense. In recent years,
theoretical challenges and historiographical shifts have unsettled the assumptions
of previous scholarly synthesis and called into question the terms of older debates.
Whereas the tendency in much past literary critical interpretation was to use the
metaphor of culture as ‘background’, feminist, Foucauldian, and other analyses
have employed more dynamic models that raise questions of power and of
circulation. Such developments have reanimated the field. This series aims to
accommodate and promote the most interesting work being undertaken on the
frontiers of the field of nineteenth-century literary studies: work which intersects
fruitfully with other fields of study such as history, or literary theory, or the history
of science. Comparative as well as interdisciplinary approaches are welcomed.

A complete list of titles published will be found at the end of the book.
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