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PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Providing clean energy for present and future generations is one of the
key challenges of the twenty-first century. The European Energy Union is
a strategic project for the transformation of the European and indeed the
global energy system in the period up to 2030. The ensuing dynamic
regulatory change has an internal and equally important external dimen-
sion. As a result, EU-level governance of the energy cycle will come to be
based on a legal regime that integrates three normative orders: interna-
tional law, EU law and the domestic law of member states and affiliated
states. This book analyses the trajectory of this regulatory change. For this
purpose, it proposes a different perspective on the law of the European
Union. Rather than being isolated, it is embedded in a broader normative
context. The book then makes a methodological plea: normative orders
ought to be understood as working towards strategic objectives that they
can achieve only by working with others. This has concrete implications
for the way each is to be interpreted. The essence of the emerging global
regulatory law, as the law underpinning governance of global priorities,
lies in this integration of international law, European Union law and
other regional and domestic law. Energy exemplifies this global regula-
tory law.

This book reflects the law as it stood on 18 January 2017, although
I have been able to include some essential updates.

This book could not have been written without the support at the
College of Law and Criminology of Swansea University. Over the course
of writing, I have discussed ideas, concepts and concrete questions with
many colleagues, and the results of these discussions are reflected in this
book. I thank Jukka Snell, Andrew Halpin, Stefan Oeter, Joel Trachtman,
Udo Di Fabio, Riidiger Wolfrum, Frank Hoffmeister, Michael Wood,
Arwel Davies, Kong Qingjiang, Paul Craig and Robin Churchill who gave
generously of their expertise, knowledge and time. Petra Minnerop has
read and debated with me the entire manuscript. Robin Hill provided
invaluable assistance. All remaining errors are mine.
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