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Coyolxauqui, sister of Huitzilopochtli, 203,
329
craft guilds, 175, 192
European, 94, 326 n. 17
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Merchants General, 9o
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part-time, 14, 17, 91

political envoys, 18

problems studying, 285

profit motivation, 96

social status, 190, 291

spies, 18

types of merchants, 99
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Mixcoac
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Mixtec, 191, 256
Moctezuma, 44, 49, 63, 211, 222, 318 n.
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Moctezuma Ilhuicamina Aztec ruler, 48
Modes of Organization, 15, 287, 293
exchange, 15
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Moral economy, 18, 238-9, 260, 268,
284
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and the household, 238, 323 n. 23
definition, 238
multi-crafting, 150, 184, 273
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210-12, 214, 233, 330

Near East, 13, 296 n. 10
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ceremony, 228, 330

Neoclassical Economics, 15, 305 n. 9
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net tax, 36
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12,318 n. 29, 325n. 6
Obsidian Craft Production
in Santa Maria Acxotla, 199, 317 n. 12
itinerant craftsmen, 199, 301 n. 3,
302 N. §, 310 N. 25, 314 N. 19
Ocopetlayuca chile and maguey market,
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Old Assyrian merchants, 324 n. 29
Old Assyrian trade, 241
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Otumba merchant community, 194
Otumba turkey market, 86
Oztoman, Guerrero, 41, 1§57, 16T
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187-8, 205, 209, 214, 246, 255, 317
n. 17, 330

oztomecacaltin, merchant hostels, 269,
322—3 N. 22, 330

Pakistan, 240-1
Panquetzaliztli festival for Huitzilopochtli,
230-1, 233—4, 321 N. 46, 330
Papaloticpac, 50
patolli, game of chance, 239, 321 n. 1, 330
Paxbolonacha, ruler of Itzamkanac, 263—4
peddlers, 17
Penn State University, xv
petlacalcatl high tribute steward, 52, 56,
330
petlacalco storage house, 44, 52, 319 n. 32,
330
pillalli, 36, 38, 43, 276
pilli. See Social Class: elite
pinolli travel rations, 256, 322 n. 20
Pirenne, Henri, 105
pochteca, 18, 24, 26, 51-2, 56, 87-8, 97,
100, 138, 142-3, 178, 18790,
193—4, 197, 205, 209—10, 213, 215,
217-18, 221-2, 231, 233, 238, 243,
259, 265, 267, 283, 285-6, 291,
300 M. 33, 311 N. 37, 315 M. T,
316 n.2,316n. §,320n. 38,
320 0. 44, 323 N. 23, 326 N. 1§, 330
Pochteca Vanguard Merchants, 188, 236,
282
commercial agents for rulers, 283, 326 n.
4
Ahuitzotl, 215-16,318 n. 27,318 n. 28,
319 1N. 30,319 N. 31
description of, 188
division of cargo, 259
expedition organization, 258, 322 n. 18
killing merchants, 220, 322 n. 19
market supervisors, 213
military activities, 209, 211, 214, 218,
236, 283
for Tzitzispandaquare, 219
organization, 285
relation to the state, 214, 221, 223, 318 n.
25,318 n. 26
slaves, 212
social status, 208
spies, 210, 318 n. 23
Fig 7.8, 211
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use of factors, 265, 297 n. 3
wealth, 190, 236, 318-19 n. 29
Fig 7.1, 190
Yacatecuhtli, merchant deity, 193, 213,
225, 227, 231, 258, 285, 311 n. 34,
319 N. 37, 326 n. I§
pochtecatlatoque, esteemed merchants, 73,
209, 215, 228, 231, 330
Pochtlan, urban ward in Tenochtitlan, 193
Pochutla, Oaxaca, 221
Polanyi, Karl, 19, 214
political economy. See Institutional
Economy
pratik, 306 n. 11
prebendal estates. See Formal Institutions
Precolumbian Economy, 268, 271, 273,
294
and market economy, 292
barter, 18, 186, 248, 321 n. 7, 321 1. §
and target marketing, 248
establishing value, 249, 321 n. 9,
322 1. 10
brokers, 262, 323 n. 24
cacao, production of, 322 n. 16
Central Mexico bias, 293
commercial instruments, 261, 324 n. 32,
326 1n. 13
consignment of goods, 260, 262,323 n. 26
credit, 18, 324 n. 31
factors, 262 n. 25, 263
interest on loans, 266
labor, 274, 288
and slavery, 275, 324 n. 3, 325 n. 4
land, 274, 287,298 n. 9
loans, 18, 265, 274, 324 n. 33
default on loans, 268
modeling, 14, 16, 23
money, 18
theft, 257, 298 n. 14
Precolumbian money, 249, 306 n. 16, 322
n.rrI
cacao
commodity prices, 252-3, 322 n. 13
fractional currency, 251
copper axes, 139, 172, 322 0. 12
gold dust in quills, 72, 172, 301 n. 37
quachtli textiles 33, 56, 72, 82, 127, 132,
172,216, 250-3, 255, 261,297 n. 6,
306 n. 16,318 n. 27, 318 n. 28, 330
denominations by size, 250
quachtli, 28
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private property, 13, 18, 30, 36, 38, 260,
275,287,296 n. I1
Producer-Sellers, 104, 110, 149, 280
added value, 119
spoilage, 120
tlachiuhqui, 17, 99, 153, 181, 246,
309 N. 14
Producer-Sellers of Food, 111, 280
amaranth, 112
beans, r12
cacao, 112, 322 N. 14
chia, 112
cotton, 112, 117
dogs, 309 n. 19
domesticated animal meat, 112, 116, 309
n. 18
eggs, 112, 116
fruit, 112, 115
herbs, 112, 116
maguey syrup, 112, 116
maize, 112, I14-I5, 309 N. I7
tomatoes, 112
turkeys, 112, 116
wheat, 114, 116, 309 n. 20
wrinkled chia, 112
Producer-Sellers of Foraged Products, 120,
280
Aztecs and lake products, 121
bitumen, 125
blue clay dye, 122, 125
chalk, 123—4
emery, 125
firewood, 122
fisherman, 121, 123
fowler, 123—4
glue, 123—4
grass crafter, 123—4
honey, 122
hunters, 122, 124
lake products, 121, 123,
309 n. 22
lake scum, 122
lime, 122, T24~5
liquidambar, 122, 124
medicinal products, 122, 125
pine resin, 122, 124
pine torches, 122
quarried stone, 123—4, 203
rubber, 122, 124
saltpeter, 123—4
wood, 122

Producer-Sellers of Manufactured Products,

279, 310 n. 26
animal hides, 130
arrows, 129, 135
baskets, 128, 133
brooms, 129, 134
candles, 132, 140
cargo baskets, 129
carpenters, 130, 136
ceramic comals, 128, 135
ceramic jars, 128, 13§
ceramic pitchers, 131, 135
cigars, 129, 139, 31T 1. 33
clay bells, 128, 135
cloth bags, 131, 133, 140
copper bells, 128, 139
copper needles, 131, 139
coppersmiths, 129, 138
cotton armor, 129
cut stone, 130, 136
dried flowers, 131, 136
dyed rabbit hair, 130, 132, 168
feather craftsmen, 137, 203
feather thread, 128, 132, 168
fiber capes, 129
flutes, 131, 139
fresh flowers, 131, 136
garments, 128, 132
goldsmiths, 130, 138, 203
gourd bowls, 131
grinding stones, 135, 310 n. 26, 310 N. 30
hides, 134
land ownership, 326 n. 12
lake products, 309 n. 22
lapidary jewelry, 130, 137, 310 n. 31
maguey capes, 128, 133
maguey garments, I31, 133
masons, 130, 136
multicolored woven capes, 130, 132
musical instruments, 139
obsidian tools, 129, 135
paper, 128, 139, 203, 311 N. 34
perfume, 1371, 136
polished mirrors, 130, 137
pottery, T31, T35, 200, 310 N. 27
reed mats, 129, 133
rope, 129, 134
salt, 129, 135
sandals, 128, 133, 310 . 29
sashes, 129, 133
sculpted stone, 130, 136
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seamstresses, 130, 132

shell ornaments, 131, 137, 310 n. 32

shields, 128, 135

silversmiths, 130

smoking tubes, 128

soap, 128, 136

Spanish style collars, 132-3

Spanish style shoes, 132, 139

spindle whorls, 129, 135

spun thread, 131-2, 167

tailors, 132

tobacco tubes, 139, 202

travel staffs and cargo frames, 129, 133,
136

tumpline straps, 129, 134

wooden beams, 131, 136

wooden bowls, 131

woven cloth, 128, 132

woven garment borders, 130, 133

Producer-Sellers of Prepared Food, 280

atole, 113, 118
chia oil, 113, 119
chocolate beverages, 113, 118
cooked eggs, 113, 120
cooked meat, 113, 120
diversified food, 113
fish, 113, 120
fruit, 113
pinolli, 113, 119
pulque, 113, 118
squash seeds, 113, 118
tamales, 113, 120
tortillas, 113, 120
wheat bread, 114, 118
wheat flour, 114, 118
Producer-Sellers with Retail Functions, 175,
281
basket dealer, 176-7
carrying basket dealer, 176-7, 314 n. 21,
3141, 22
container dealer, 176-7
glue seller, 176, 178, 314 n. 23
reed mat dealer, 176, 178
turkey dealer, 176, 178
Profit
and material gain, 98
fair value, 98
in the precolumbian world, 17, 97, 243
Nahuatl definition, 96, 306 n. 17, 306 n.
15,319 n. 34
Puchtla, 51

379

Puebla-Tlaxcala, 8
Puritan beliefs, 98
putting out system, 306 n. 13

quappoyaualtzin, merchant military
commander, 210, 318 n. 20, 330

Quauhtenanco Aztec stronghold, 218, 231

Quesnay, Francois, 102-3, 307 n. 1

Relacion de Itztepexic, 300 n. 34
Relacién de Michoacdn, 42
Relacién de Tetiquipa y Cozaubtepec, 284
Relaciones Geogrdficas, 164
Retail Merchants
development of, 152
European craft guilds, 152
identification of, 17
in sixteenth century London, 152, 175
shopkeepers, 120, 151
Retail Merchants in Nahua Society, 151 n. 1,
183, 185, 280,281, 312n. 1
bankers and exchange dealers, 160, 172,
268, 282,314 n. 18
brokerage acquisition, 181, 315 n. 27
commodity acquisition, 151, 178, 182,
315 n. 28
contract acquisition, 179, 314 n. 24
elite estates, 180
craft guilds, 152
diversified selling, 154
identification of, 153, 183
importers, 155, 163, 168, 182
mobile acquisition, 180
peddlers, 160, 172, 180, 282
Fig 6.5, 173
Spanish products, 156
tlanecuilo, 17, 99-100, 153—4, 157-8,
160-3, 166, 168, 175, 180-2, 247,
309 n. 16, 331
wholesalers, 182, 309 n. 16
wholesaling, 282
Retail Merchants of Food Products, 161
amaranth, 157, 161
beans, 157, 161, 179
Fig 6.1, 162
cacao, 157, 163, 313 n. 10
chia, 157, 161
chili peppers, 157, 162,313 n. 6,313 n. 8
fish, 157, 162
fruit, 157, 162
maize, 157, 164, 179
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Retail Merchants of Food Products (cont.)

tomatoes, 157, 162
wheat, 162
wrinkled chia, 157, 161

Retail Merchants of Imported Spanish

Products
musical instruments, 160, 171
silk cloth, 160, 168, 313 n. 14
Spanish style hats, 160, 168
wheat, 160
wool cloth, 160, 168
Retail Merchants of Nonperishable
Products
baskets, 158, 166
bird skins, 160, 170
cotton, 159, 167
cotton capes, 159, 168
decorated capes, 159, 168, 182
dyes, 159, 167
feathers, 159, 170
fiber capes, 158, 168
firewood and charcoal, 166
gold jewelry, 159, 170
gourd bowls, 158, 166
greenstones, 159, 169, 314 0. 17
natural medicines, 158, 164
necklaces, 159, 170
paper, 160, 171
rubber, 160, 171
salt, 158, 163
Fig 6.2, 163
sandals, 158, 168
shells, 159, 169
slaves, 159, 170, 318 n. 24
spun thread, 159, 167
tobacco, 158, 165
Fig 6.4, 165
women’s skirt cloth, 158
wood, 158, 166
Rio Alvarado, Veracruz, 50
risk minimization, 15, 297 n. 4
Rome, 146, 286, 323 n. 25

Sahagtin, Fray Bernardino de, 95

Salamanca, Spain, 3

Sanders, William, 9, 86, 304 n. 26, 326 n.
22

Santa Maria Acxotla, Puebla, 197-8, 198 n.
1T, 200-T, 203—5, 206 . 19

craft production, 317 n. 13, 317 n. 15
self-sufficiency, 103, 106, T08—9, 152, 16T

Service Providers in Nahua Society, 140,
280
attorneys, 141, 143
barbers, 140-1
canoe porters, 14T, T44
commercial agents, 141, 143, 146
Fig 5.10, 144
physicians, 140, 141, 302 n. 6
pimps, 140
porters, 14T, 143, 3TT 0. 36, 31T N. 37
prostitutes, 140
Fig 5.9, 142
scribes, 141
shoe repair, 140
singers, 141—2
soothsayers, 141—2
sorcerers, 141, 143
silk raising, 304 n. 21
slaves
in agriculture, 297 n. 2
as porters, 297 0. 2
smallholders, 105, 108
Smith, Adam, 103, 304 n. T
Social Class
commoners (macehualli), 24
commoners (mayeque), 2§
elite (pilli), 24
slaves (tlacohtin), 25, 297 n. 2, 298 n. 16
southwestern Asia, 286
Spanish conquest, 2

Tarascans, 10, 194, 219, 240, 283,
295 n. 2

target marketers, 181, 185, 248

Tariacuri Tarascan lord, 31

tealtianime a merchant bather of slaves,
231-3, 283, 330

tealtiztli, 3rd banquet of the tealtitliztli
ceremony, 234

tecpantlalli, 36-7, 75

tecpillalli, 37, 276

Tehuacan Valley, 6

Tehuacan, Puebla, 6, 51, 304 n. 25

Tehuantepec, 52, 218, 220-1, 311 n. 37

teiaoaloanime, spying merchants, 212, 283,
318 n. 23

telpochcalli school, 26, 38, 238, 299 n. 21

Tenochtitlan, 2-3, 11, 18, 25, 28, 33, 44, 46,
48-9, 52, 54, 56, 63—4, 77, 85, 87,
IIT, 114,121,124, I5I, 169—70,
180, 185, 191, 193, 204, 212, 218,
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221,227,231, 233, 252, 257, 267,
271,280,289,295n. 1,295N. 6,298
n. 16, 300 n. 30, 30I 1. 3, 302 0. 10,
302N.T12,305 M. 4,3120.T,3T20. 4,
3I31N.15,3I40N.20,318n.20,
319 M. 32,319 N. 33, 322N I7,
322 1. 19,325 N. 12, 330-1
population size, 301 n. 3
Tenochtitlan merchants, 216-17, 316 n. 4
teopantlalli, 37
teosinte, 298 n. 13
Teotihuacan, 194, 197, 278, 312 n. 4
Teotitlan del Camino, 167
teotlalli, 37
Tepeaca, 4, 29, 38, 41-2, 50, 52, 54, 89,
145, 194, 206, 220, 222, 243, 257,
297 n. 7,304 N. 25, 31T 0. 39
Tepeaca specialized market, 86, 304 n. 25
Tepeapulco turkey market, 86
Tepequacuilco, Guerrero, 54
Tepetlaoztoc, Texcoco, 145
Tequisistlan, Texcoco, 167
tequitl, 28, 38, 42, 52, 79, 149, 192, 194,
221, 275,316 1n. 3
tequitlalli, 37
tequitlato tribute steward, 222, 267, 331
terrasguerro renter, 2.5, 38
Territorial empires, 49
teuctlalli, 37
Texcoco, 3, 25, 27, 30, 32, 39, 48, 52, 63,
85, 121, 164, 195, 197, 214, 219,
267, 271, 276, 318 n. 20, 318 n. 26,
324 1.3
merchant community, 194
specialized market, 86
teyolmelahualiztli, st banquet of the
tealtitliztli ceremony, 233, 331
the putting-out system, 81
tianquiz, marketplace, 73
Tibet, 241
tierra caliente, 6
tierra fria, 6, 87, 167
tierra helada, 6
tierra templada, 6, 87
Timbuktu, 304 n. 22
Tizauhcoac, 220
tlacalaquilli, tax-in-kind, 42, 221-2, 236,
300 n. 32,316 N. 3, 331
tlachiuqui. See Producer-Sellers
tlachtli, ball game, 239, 331
tlacochcalco armory, 43

381

tlacécoalnamacac, peddlers, 160, 172, 174,
256, 331
tlacohtin. See Social Class: slaves (tlacohtin)
Tlacopan, 3, 48, 52, 271, 298 n. 16
merchant community, 194
tlalcohualli, 37-8
tlalcoubqui purchasing agent for land, 276
tlalmaitec. See mayeque
Tlaltecuhtli earth deity, 225
Tlatelolco, 3, 44, 56, 59, 116, 144, 190,
213, 216, 289, 331
marketplace, 56, 116
merchant community, 194
merchants, 217
tlamanacac. See Market Vender
tlameme. See Transportation:human porters
Tlanchiuhca, Texcoco, 27
tlanecuilo. See Retail Merchants
Tlapa, Guerrero, §4-7, 221, 301 n. 38, 305
n. 4,322 n. 12
tlatoani, 32—4, 37, 44, 48-9, 190—1, 220,
234, 283, 290, 302 . 10, 303 N. 13,
330-1
tlatocamilli, 37
tlatocatlalli, 37, 39
Tlaxcala, 34, 64, 71, 74, 85, 89, 111, 114,
120, I51, 158, 166, 194, 252, 256,
280,295 n. 6, 302 n. 7, 304 N. 25,
309 N. 17, 313 0. §
tlaxilacalli wards, 193—4, 331
tlaxnextiliztli, 2nd banquet of the tealtitliztli
ceremony, 233, 331
Tochtepec, 163, 194, 217, 219, 22T,
232-3, 257, 265, 285, 301 n. 37,
320 N. 44
Tocuillan, Texcoco, 30
Tonameca, 51
totocalliy 44, 46, 126, 137, 290, 331
description of, 45
Totonac, 33
Trade
indigenous, 1o
staple goods, 102 n. 3, 107 n. TO
wealth goods, 105
Transportation
effect on commerce, 12, 272, 277
human porters, 1o-11, 14, 18, 82, 103,
221, 239—40, 269-70, 273
as an occupation, 243
Fig 8.1, 242
in the sixteenth century, 243
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Transportation (cont.)
loads carried, 239, 241, 255, 321 n. 3,
321 N.4,321IN0.6,3220. 15
to transport cacao, 252

indigenous, 1o

maritime, 296 n. 9

riverine, 11

slaves as porters, 260, 297 n. 2
Travel

in groups, 254

provisions, 256

risks, 252

safe lodgings, 257, 269
Tribute Record of Tlapa, 54
tump-line, carrying strap, 239, 304 n. 2
Tututepec, Oaxaca, 51
Tzintzuntzan, Tarascan capital, 219, 283
Tzitzispandaquare Tarascan ruler, 219, 283
Tzonmolco, urban ward in Tenochtitlan,

193, 300 1. 30

Ulua River, Honduras, 264
underproduction, 109

Valley of Morelos, 5, 50, 56, 73, 83, 87,
155, 162, 166—7, 171, 174, 255,
257, 267, 290, 290 N. 26, 302 N. §,
309 n. 17, 310 N. 29, 322 N. 2I

Valley of Oaxaca, s, 51, 79, 167-8, 185,
194, 221, 243, 252, 256, 267, 278,
304 N. 26, 310 N. 23, 310 N. 32,
325 n. 6, 327 n. 22

Valley of Puebla, s, 8, 29, 34, 38, 42, 50-1,
89, 126, 145, 150, 155, 166, 185,
194, 228, 256, 261, 281, 295 n. 6,
304 N. 25,309 N. I7, 312 N. 42, 313
n. 14, 326 n. 1§

Valley of Toluca, 5, 8, 295 n. 4, 295 n. 6,
309 n. 17

Veracruz, 2, 50, 265, 304 n. 25, 322 n. 16,
326 0. 1§

warrior knights, 326 n. 16
western Mesoamerica
defined, 4, 6

wholesalers, 164, 182-3, 280

women in commerce, 17, 28, 31, 38, 47-8,
55, 88,94, 96, 116-18, 121, 127,
140, 148-9, 167-8, 179, 186 n. 32,
186, 204, 209, 227, 232, 254,
259-60, 262,296 1N. 9,297 N. §, 315
n. 32,322 0. 17

World Systems Theory, xiii, 13

Xiuhtecuhtli old fire god, 225

Xochicalco, Morelos, 73, 174, 257,
278, 302 n. 5, 302 n. 6,
325 N. 10

Xochimilco merchant community, 194

Xoconochco, 6, 52, 54, 163, 215, 219,
221, 252, 301 N. 37, 311 0. 37,
319 n. 3T

Xolotla, Xoconochco, 218

yaotlalli, 37
Yucatan, 10, 164, 212, 258, 264, 275,
296 n. 8

Zacatollan, Colima, 163

Zapotec, 295 n. 2

Zapotitlan, Puebla, 51

Zinacantan, Chiapas, 210-12, 318 n. 21,
318 n. 22

Zorita, Alonso de, 34, 167
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