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Simonides the Poet

Simonides is tantalising and enigmatic, known both from fragments
and from an extensive tradition of anecdotes. This monograph, the
first in English for a generation, employs a two-part diachronic
approach: Richard Rawles first reads Simonidean fragments with
attention to their intertextual relationship with earlier works and
traditions, and then explores Simonides through his ancient recep-
tion. In the first part, interactions between Simonides’ own poems
and earlier traditions, both epic and lyric, are studied in his melic
fragments and then in his elegies. The second part focuses on an
important strand in Simonides’ ancient reception, concerning his
supposed meanness and interest in remuneration. This is examined
in Pindar’s Isthmian 2, and then in Simonides’ reception up to the
Hellenistic period. The book concludes with a full reinterpretation of
Theocritus 16, a poem which engages both with Simonides’ poems
and with traditions about his life.

RICHARD RAWLES is Lecturer in Greek at the University of
Edinburgh, and has previously taught at the University of St Andrews,
University College London and the University of Nottingham. With
Peter Agdcs and Chris Carey he has co-edited two volumes on epini-
cian poetry, and his other publications include articles on Aeschylus,
Simonides, Sappho and Theocritus.
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Preface

This book started life as a PhD thesis at University College London, although
it has grown and changed quite a bit in several further years of gestation.
The thesis was supervised by Alan Griffiths and Chris Carey. To both
I owe a very great deal for scholarship, guidance, kindness and inspiration.
I would also like to thank my examiners, Richard Hunter and Nick Lowe,
for their careful criticisms and helpful advice and support. While working
on my doctorate, I also received very valuable help from Cornelia Romer,
on matters papyrological and non-papyrological. Simon Hornblower
kindly read and commented on a draft of what has become Chapter 6.
My doctoral work was financed with the assistance of the Student Awards
Agency for Scotland. I would particularly like to pay tribute to the excel-
lent facilities and librarians at the Joint Library of the Hellenic and Roman
Societies at the Institute of Classical Studies; I also learnt much from friends
and colleagues studying with me at that time, both informally and at the
Institute of Classical Studies’ “Work in Progress’ seminar.

The original motivation for my doctoral research had a great deal to do
with the inspiring classes of Alan Griffiths, and it is a pleasure to mention
many other teachers to whom I owe a great deal, including especially
K.J. V. Thomson, Michael Comber, Richard Janko and Cornelia Romer.

Since completing my doctorate, I have been fortunate to enjoy the
support and collegiality of colleagues in St Andrews, UCL, Edinburgh and
Nottingham, and I am grateful also for the hospitality of the Faculty of
Classics in the University of Cambridge in allowing me to use their library.
Parts of chapters have been delivered as papers in London, Glasgow and
Cambridge, and I am grateful to participants for comments and suggestions.

Many others have helped me by sharing unpublished work or in other
ways, including Lucia Athanassaki, Emmanuela Bakola, Ewen Bowie,
Douglas Cairns, Richard Hunter, Lawrence M. Kowerski, David and Kristin
Leith, David Sider and Mario Telo.

Two helpful readers for Cambridge University Press have improved
the book with suggestions large and small and have removed a number of
errors and problems.
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xii Preface

During my doctoral research and subsequently, I have benefited from
discussion of ancient poetry with Peter Agocs, and I can trace the first
inklings of sections of this book back to conversations with him. He has also
sustained me with kindnesses in many other ways. Both during the comple-
tion of my doctorate and through the years since, I have been blessed with
the support and help of Lucia Prauscello. She has read everything here and
has persistently improved my work with her wide knowledge, scholarship
and perspicuity, and I have learned also from the inspiration of her own
work. On a more personal level I owe her a great deal for her kindness,
support and companionship over many years.

Had I listened more and earlier to many of those named above, this book
would probably have been better and would certainly have been different
from how it is now. The usual caveat, that responsibility for errors and folly
remains my own, therefore applies.

I leave the most important debt until last. To catalogue the thanks I owe
to my parents is impossible here; it must suffice to mention that it has
included substantial financial and practical assistance, unstinting moral
support, intellectual discussion and the inspiration of their own researches.
A few of my closest friends will realise that this is an insufficient descrip-
tion, and I hope that they do too.
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