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THE MERCHANT OF VENICE

For this updated edition of one of Shakespeare’s most problematic plays, Tom
Lockwood has added a new introductory section on the latest scholarly trends,
performance and adaptation practices which have occurred over the last two decades.
Investigating the latest critical frames through which the play has been interpreted,
the updated introduction also focuses on recent international performances on stage
and screen (including Al Pacino’s performances on film and in Daniel Sullivan’s
production in New York, the Habima National Theatre’s production for the Globe
to Globe Festival, Jonathan Munby’s touring production for the Globe performed in
London, New York and Venice, and Rupert Goold’s production for the Royal
Shakespeare Company). Finally, new forms of adaptation are considered: a perfor-
mance transposed to the different generic mode of a New York auction room, and the
remaking of the play in Howard Jacobson’s 2016 novel, Shylock Is My Name.
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PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION

The Merchant of Venice is a play which calls for unobtrusive editing. Though the
reader, or the actor studying his lines, is nowhere brought to a halt by a major textual
or linguistic problem, there are many places where he or she may be glad of a
reassuring clarification of sixteenth-century usage or ideas. One of the pleasures of
preparing this edition has been that of receiving this kind of help from several of the
play’s early editors, who had the advantage of being closer to Elizabethan speech and
Elizabethan ways of thinking than, for all our research into the period, we can be
today. Among the play’s recent editors, my main debt has been to John Russell Brown,
whose Arden edition was the first to take full cognisance of the probability that the
printers of the play’s first quarto were working from Shakespeare’s manuscript.

In preparing the Introduction and Appendix I have sought the advice on particular
points of many correspondents, friends, and colleagues, all of whom have responded
generously; among them, Daniel Cohn-Sherbok, Bernice Hamilton, Peter Laven, and
Brian Simpson have cast an expert eye over portions of the typescript. The General
Editor of the series has offered encouragement just at the times when it was most
needed. Throughout my preparation of the edition I have had invaluable help from the
Associate General Editor, Robin Hood, whose painstaking attention to textual min-
utiae has never obscured his enthusiastic awareness of the play as theatre. At a later
stage, the sharp-eyed accuracy of Paul Chipchase as press reader has preserved me
from many errors and inconsistencies.

Mary White and Sylvia Morris of the Shakespeare Centre Library have not only
borne with my demands for volume after volume but helped me as well with the choice
of illustrations. Moira Mosley, Giorgio Melchiori, Marilla Battilana, and Gianfranco
Donella all aided me in my quest for a sixteenth-century Gobbo on the Rialto
(illustration 2). I owe the photographs on pp. 46 and 186 to the speedy and efficient
work of Sussex University’s Photographic Unit.

University of Kent
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ABBREVIATIONS AND CONVENTIONS

Shakespeare’s plays, when cited in this edition, are abbreviated in a style modified
slightly from that used in the Harvard Concordance to Shakespeare. Other editions of
Shakespeare are abbreviated under the editor’s surname (Furness, Hudson), or, in
certain cases, under the series title (Cam., Clarendon). When more than one edition by
the same editor is cited, later editions are discriminated with a raised figure (Delius?).
All quotations from Shakespeare, except those from The Merchant of Venice, use the
text and lineation of The Riverside Shakespeare, under the general editorship of G.
Blakemore Evans.

1. Shakespeare’s plays

Ado
Ant.
AWW
AYLI

Fohn
LLL
Lear
Mac.
MM
MND
MV
Oth.

Rz
R3
Rom.
Shr.
STM

Much Ado about Nothing

Antony and Cleopatra

All’s Well That Ends Well

As You Like It

Coriolanus

Cymbeline

The Comedy of Errors

Hamlet

The First Part of King Henry the Fourth
The Second Part of King Henry the Fourth
King Henry the Fifih

The First Part of King Henry the Sixth
The Second Part of King Henry the Sixth
The Third Part of King Henry the Sixth
King Henry the Eighth

Fulius Caesar

King John

Love’s Labour’s Lost

King Lear

Macbeth

Measure for Measure

A Midsummer Night's Dream

The Merchant of Venice

Othello

Pericles

King Richard the Second

King Richard the Third

Romeo and Juliet

The Taming of the Shrew

Sir Thomas More
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xi Abbreviations and Conventions
Temp. The Tempest

TGV The Two Gentlemen of Verona

Tim. Timon of Athens

Tit. Titus Andronicus

TN Twelfth Night

TNK The Two Noble Kinsmen

Tro. Trotlus and Cressida

Wiv. The Merry Wives of Windsor

wTr The Winter’s Tale
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Alexander William Shakespeare, The Complete Works, ed. Peter Alexander, 1951
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